[bookmark: _GoBack]Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.


Evidence based policing (EBP) is an approach that the police force use to emphasizes the use of scientific research methods which help to inform and guide the police force of ways of policing strategies, tactics and policies. EBP optimally seeks to use evidence to develop more effective and efficient ways of improving community safety, preventing crime and reducing victimization. 
The core ideas of Evidence based poling can be summarized into the following 
1. [bookmark: _Int_0FvLxFyw]The importance of data and research. The use of data and research allows EPB to guide policing decisions. This can be used in order to gather and analyse data on crime trends this offers a graph that shows whether crime within the targeted area is going up or down. Offender behaviour and the effectiveness of various policing interventions Using empirical evidence can help the police to inform their decisions making.
2. Communicating with others. EBP recognises the useful ness and the effectiveness of collaboration between the law enforcements. Groups within the community of ant location you may be observing. Through working together as one team sharing information and resources allows for more of an efficient way to deal and tackle and prevent any crime that may arise.
3. Continually looking at how to improve. There is a need to evaluate all the improvements of policing strategies and programs within EBP and to regularly analyse monitor and analyse outcomes from previous interventions. This help the police to identify what works and how it can be improved upon later down the line.
4. Accountability and transparency. EBP makes sure of the importance of accountability and transparency within the police force. This can range from being transparent about the findings and data that is collected to use in order to inform policing decisions, the importance of feedback and criticism from the community if import as it allows to make changes for the better and how to do it better next time. 
5. Evidence based decision making. EBP encourages police officers and other agencies to make the best decision possible using all the facts and evidence that is available to them. This can involve using a systematic approach to evaluate the effectiveness of different policing interventions. And using evidence to help inform decisions such as resource allocation, policy development and operation planning. 
Evidence based policing (EBP) is a modern approach to policing. EBP relies on its scientific research and evidence to help guide police officer to their decision making and policy development. EBP is informed by a variety of criminological theories, this help to explain the causes of crime and guide the development of effective policing. Below will be criminological theories that underpin EBP 
1. [bookmark: _Int_SP6r18vl]The rational choice theory. This theory is based upon how someone calculates the advantages and disadvantages of the actions they may do. From a police outlook this theory suggest that a potential offender may commit a crime if the benefits outweigh the cost. This theory can be used in order to develop a crime prevention strategy that can help deter criminals from committing through increasing the perceived risk of criminal activity and decrease the perceived rewards (Ganti, 2023). 
2. Social disorganization theory. This theory states that crime is more likely to happen due to neighbourhoods and community's lack of social cohesion they are also characterized by poverty and unemployment. EBP can use this theory in order to help build a community and develop the area to create a safer environment for people living within the communities (Rengifo, 2009).
3. Routine activity theory. This theory highlights that if there are 3 elements present at the same time and same place it makes it more likely that a crime will occur. The 3 elements are a motivated offender, a suitable target and the absence of a capable guardian or someone who can help the target. This can be used within the EBP to help develop a prevention strategy by focusing on increasing the number of capable guardians within an area through increasing the amount of police patrol within communities or introduce a community watch programme (Purpura, 2013).
4. Broken windows theory. The broken windows theory is when there are signs of neglect and disorder within a community such as having broken windows or graffiti on the walls. They can be used as signals to potential offenders that it may be easy to conduct crime within this community. EBP can use this theory to develop signs of disorder and neglect such as community clean up initiatives (Ruhl & AnalystB.A., 2023). 
[bookmark: _Int_klspZVki]
Body warn video cameras are a small cameras place on a police officer officers' uniform which is attached by a bracket on their equipment. The cameras allows officers to record audio and video footage at a click of a button. When a police officer presses the record button it allows then to record the past 2 minutes, this is done as a precaution that if an officer was attacked whilst patrolling and the camera wasn’t recording, they then can rewind later down the line to allow them to see what happened. The purpose of a body warn video camera is to ensure that there is an increased accountability, transparency and trust between the police and community that they are in (Body worn video (BWV) | metropolitan police).
[bookmark: _Int_KNQXpZrX]The use of Body warn cameras have become increasingly popular through the police force throughout the recent years as the departments begin to recognise the value and the benefits that they have to offer. The visual and audio recording can be used to help record police interactions with the public, which can lead to evidence in a criminal investigation and court proceedings. The recording can help convicts more people as police don’t have to rely on local cameras picking up the incidents (Body-worn cameras: Top benefits and uses 2023). 
Studies have shown that body warn cameras help improve police-civilian's interactions. It shows that the cameras can reduce citizens complains against the police. This is due to the knowledge that interactions are being recorded can encourage members of the public to behave in a more respectful and professional manner.
Overall, the Body warn cameras are a valuable tool which can be utilised in many ways to protect both police officers and the community that they are serving in. As it helps increase accountability, transparency and trust between them. Ultimately resulting into a safer community and more of an effective law enforcement. 

We have seen how Body worn cameras are a valuable tool to both police and the community however as everything else it has its advantages and disadvantages whilst also having ethical limitations. 
Strengths 
1. [bookmark: _Int_K35ShUMp]Increase its accountability. Body warn cameras cam help to increase accountability for both police officers and members of the public. By having a recording of everything that happens police officers are held accountable to their actions 
2. Improved Transparency. Cameras can help transparency between both police and the public which can help with the trust between the two.
3. Valuable evidence. As the cameras can record bothy audio and video it can be used within the court as evidence to help convict people is there could be video evidence of them doing x crime. 
Weaknesses 
1. Cost. The cost of maintain and to purchase multiple cameras can create a barrier for departments not being able to afford one for every officer under their pay roll.
2. Technical limitations. As any technology in the current day it can have it problems as it can malfunction or fail to record important moments which can be necessary to lock someone up.
3. [bookmark: _Int_L3UbDnMA]Privacy concerns. Body warn Cameras can capture important information such as conversations images and personal information about individuals. This information's will need to be properly protected at all times (Police body cameras - pros & cons 2022). 
Ethical limitations 
1. Invasion of Privacy: body warn cameras can be seen as an invasion of privacy as it records everything including sensitive information or are used without proper consent. 
2. Bias and Discrimination. Body warn cameras can create bias and discrimination as they could activate the cameras in certain communities or with certain individuals.
3. Retaliation. Body worn camera footage can cause people to retaliate towards the police as they do not want the footage to be made public. 
Body worn cameras have their multiple strength such as accountability and transparency and weaknesses like ethical limitations such as privacy concerns, however there are still limitations for some forces as they may not be able to afford the cameras. Overall, there a great thing for officers to have as it protects them and the public and hold anyone accountable.

Body worn cameras have been crucial for some cases which address domestic violence, as it can be used as a form of evidence for prosecution. The use of body worn cameras have been evaluated in a plethora of studies and have had mixed results.
A study in the US have found that the use of body cameras has increased victim participation in domestic violence prosecution. Through having a recording, it has also helped to with convictions and stronger sentences as there were more evidence that could be used and an increased officer and victim safety by providing an objective record of the events (Research on body-worn cameras and law enforcement 2022). 
However, a study that was conducted within the UK have found that the body worn cameras in domestic violence cases did not have the same impact as the US on successful prosecutions. The study found that the footage that was recorded did not hold up in court and was admissible as evidence due to a issue with quality and relevance, due to that the body warn cameras did not lead to a significant increase of convictions of perpetrators of domestic violence (Exploring the impact of body-worn video on the everyday behaviours of ...). 
There are also ethical considerations that need to be taken into place when addressing domestic violence whilst wearing a body worn camera as they can be seen as an invasion of privacy, especially if they capture footage of an intimate moment or a conversation between partners. Body worn cameras can also increase the risk of retaliation against the victims as footage may be used by perpetrators to intimidate or control them.  
[bookmark: _Int_ZWjl94K7]In conclusion Body worn cameras with regards of addressing domestic violence have both potential benefits and limitations. While we have seen both study's and how effective they have been in the US seeing more victim participation and evidence available and how not so in the UK where it has had a little impact on prosecutions. Additionally ethical consideration such as privacy and victim safety will need to be carefully considered. Policy makers and law enforcement agencies should evaluate Body worn cameras on a case-by-case basis taking into account the specific circumstances of each case at hand and the potential benefits of limitations. 
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