Think-piece. 
Peace Movements. 
In this Think-peace, I will be discussing peace movements. Peace movement stands as a positive for hope and resilience. During the 20th century, from the anti-war protest of Vietnam War to the advocacy for nuclear disarmament, this movement has continually developed, adapting to the changing landscape of international relations.[footnoteRef:1] Looking at today’s problems such as climate change, social injustice, systemic violence, the call for peace shouts louder than it ever has.  [1:  R.L. Walli, ‘Vietnam: Prelude to Peace or Interlude in War?’ Social Scientist 1, no.10 (1973): 3-12, JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/3516278 (Accessed 17 March 2025).] 

The peace movement is a social and political movement that looks to promote peace and non-violence often in response to war, conflict, and social injustice.[footnoteRef:2] It passes a wide range of activities and philosophes aimed at addressing the causes of violence and advocating for peaceful solutions to conflicts. Peace movements are seen as advocacy for disarmament many peace activists call for the reduction or elimination of weapons, particularly nuclear weapons, to prevent wars and promote global security to enable peace and take away war. [2:  ‘The Peace movement’ The Advocate of Peace (1894-1920) 66, no.3 (1904): 49-50, JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/stable/25752283 (Accessed, 17 March 2025).] 

In my opinion, peace movement also includes the promotion of human rights. The peace movement often intersects with human rights activism, as advocates worked to ensure that all individuals are treated with dignity and respect, regardless of their background. Peace movement also includes global cooperation. The peace movement emphasises the importance of international collaboration to address global issues such as poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation, which could lead to conflict. In my opinion, when individuals feel unhappy with their situation violence and conflict is more likely to arise.
Peace movements are normally social movements that look for peace often through nonviolent means, aiming to prevent and end wars, but the main goal to avoid conflict is to promote peace. When looking at peace movements there are goals that are often aimed for such as peacekeeping, supporting legislation, ethical consumerism, lobbying and preventing conflict from arising. Peace movement relates to peace as it promotes culture of peace.[footnoteRef:3] This creates a society that promotes peace so that situations were conflict may arise are respected and valued to enable conflict to be sorted peacefully and delt with in a suitable way. [3:  Kim Saloman, ‘The Peace Movement. An Anti-Establishment Movement’. Journal of Peace Research 23, no. 2 (1986): 115-27. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/423904 (Accessed 17 March 2025). ] 

In my opinion, peace movement is there to minimise conflict or violence as it helps to promote non-violent conflict resolution. Individuals advocate for peace and justice this enables them to have a peaceful world full of peace and understanding. Peace movement is a social movement that aims to promote national policies and help individual ways of thinking towards peace. When it comes to history there have been many global peace movements. One subject I feel strongly about is the women's peace movements. Women have fought for years for peace and freedom they have also fought for gender equality and to be respected as well as valued. Women have been taking part in peace movements since the 19th century. During 1915 international congress of women in the Hague which brought together many women from different areas, that established the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom which fought for women’s rights within peace and freedom.[footnoteRef:4] This helped towards many policy changes over time. [4:  ‘WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM,’ Advocate of Peace through Justice 82, no. 4 (1920): 136-37, JSTOR http://www.jstor.org/stable/20659336 (Accessed 17 March 2025). ] 

One figure I was interested to learn about was Mahatma Gandhi who was a particularly important person within Indian peace movements and played a crucial role in struggle for the India's independence from British rule.[footnoteRef:5] His principles which promote nonviolence and civil disobedience which he termed as ‘Satyagraha’. This philosophy shows the power of nonviolent resistance. Gandhi strongly believes that people could resist oppression without resorting to conflict or violence, thereby appealing to the conscience of oppressor. One of his acts that stood out the most was the Salt March in 1930. This is where he took thousands of Indians on a 240- mile March to AIberian to produce salt, going against the laws set in place which did not allow this as it's imposed a salt tax. [5:  Percival Spear, ‘Mahatma Gandhi,’ Modern Asian Studies 3, no. 4 (1969): 291-304, JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/311928 (Accessed 17 March 2025). ] 

This March helped mobilise people from various backgrounds across India, uniting him in a common cause against colonial rule. This event bought attention to India struggle for independence on the injustice face under British rule. I admire Gandhi for this movement even though it went against the law, he thought about others even though there would be consequences for his actions. 
I really admire his commitment to nonviolence and how he used peaceful methods to challenge injustice. The salt March is a perfect example of how one person’s determination can inspire a whole nation to stand up for their rights without resorting to violence. I believe that peace movements are essential in addressing social issues and promoting unity among people. They encouraged dialogue, understanding, and collaboration, which are crucial for creating lasting change. I'm all for peace movements because they strived to resolve conflicts and constructive ways and empowered communities to seek justice without harming others.
Even though peace movements sometimes go against the law, like Gandhi did with his Salt March, I believe they are necessary for challenging unjust systems. Laws can be outdated or oppressive, and peaceful protests can highlight these issues and push for change. It's about standing up for what's right, even if it means breaking certain laws that are unjust. To me this shows real courage and commitment to a better society where individuals can live in a peaceful world without the worry of conflict or violence however, they can still protest for their rights and values in a peaceful way. 
In conclusion, not everyone believes in peace movements as they sometimes challenged the law, they helped to advocate for justice and equality. By showing the principles of non-violence individuals can make a change and bring people together to fight in a peaceful way for what they believe in. Without peace movements the world would never experience change, this enables individuals to have justice for what they believe in. Sometimes peace movements if they are successful can help to encourage others to stand up and make a change. Peace movements help to say no to violence, it also helps people to have an understanding and help individuals to share their beliefs with each other in a peaceful way. I am all for Peace Movements as I believe that change can sometimes be for the best even if it becomes a challenge. 
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