Conclusion – Introduction to the chapter:

This chapter will conclude the research project and summarise the key findings in relation to its research aims and questions. It will also discuss the value of the project and how it may contribute to the wider field of study. This will also be an opportunity to review the limitations of the project and suggest opportunities for further research.

Overall findings in relation to the research aims:

The projects primary aim was to determine the perceptions and viewpoints of serving police officers, in relation to the issue of County Lines gangs and the wider issues of drug taking and supply in England and Wales. The results of the study certainly seem to indicate, that there is a perceived need for change in the processes and policies used in tackling drugs, as well as dealing with the associated gangs. Resources were flagged as a concern, (perhaps unsurprisingly) but more surprisingly, was the slightly more nuanced approach that some of the officers surveyed, would like to see taken towards drugs and drug users.  

Contribution to the area of research:

As noted during the project, there was not a broad area of existing research to pull from in relation to the research goals, because primarily the area of research was focussed on police perception. Of course, the wider issues of Drugs, harm, reduction, and legislation are broadly covered across many other studies, some of which have been discussed throughout. It can be observed that this study could have some value in supporting future Policing process or legislative change but given the scope and limitations of the project, I acknowledge that further work would be needed to broaden the sample size for this to have a more significant contribution to the field of study. Taken of as a larger study with this project being considered foundational, it is felt that this could add value to the field going forward.

Reflecting on the limitations of the study:

There were several limitations highlighted throughout the study, which became more apparent when analysing the results. Primarily, it was originally in scope to more closely examine the harms caused by drugs and the impacts of these harms which are witnessed by Police officers; however, it quickly became clear that this was a far broader field of study, and one which has already had significant coverage in the fields of medicine and nursing. It was clear that this project, given its size, scope and reach, would not be able to add much value in this regard.  

Sample size was also a limitation during this study, with the number of surveys returned being on the lower side of expectation. This smaller sample size, may not have resulted in a strongly conclusive data set across some of the questions asked in the survey. Time constrains as well as only opening the survey up to the Western division of South Wales Police, ultimately led to this being a limitation which could be overcome as part of a broader future study.  

It should also be acknowledged that Researcher experience was a limitation here. This was the first researchers first academic project, and this lack of experience could be seen to contribute towards some of its limitations or failings. There must also be an acknowledgment of researcher Bias, with the researcher being a serving police officer himself. The survey questions were scripted in what was considered to be a neutral way but the researchers own beliefs or prejudices towards the subject matter could have had an impact in this regard.  
The data collection and analysis techniques used during the project were generally quite rudimentary and simplistic. A more detailed data analysis could have provided more detailed comparative results but again time constraints, and the size of the research project were both limitations in this regard, in addition qualitative studies with interviews instead of surveys would have potentially produced more useable data, once again, this could be a consideration in any future project.  

Recommendations for future research:

From the results obtained in the study, there were a number of area’s identified as having the potential for further research. The preference would have been to include some of these in the initial research but as noted above, there were some significant limitations due to time constraints, word count and the general scale and scope of the wider research areas concerned. It is such a broad field of study, that the branch possibilities were significant.  
In conclusion with regards to further research, this study would benefit from expanding the survey to a wider group of Police Officers, with consideration to cover the whole of the South Wales force. It could also benefit from a comparison of opinions taken from members of the public. Further to this and as noted above, there would be a benefit in widening the research to include qualitative research in the form of interviews, which would allow the study to drill down the respondent’s views, in order to ascertain specific reasoning behind the reasons for some of their responses. 
Criminalisation posed some of the most interesting responses in the survey, with a real split of opinion in officers evident from differing views towards drugs and drug users. It would be interesting to drill deeper on the reasons for the split in opinion in this regard, which could make for an interesting field of study in itself. As previously noted, the issue of demographic by age and sex was another potential for further research and with a larger subset of data this would be possible.

Closing summary:
In summary, it can be observed that the following 4 objectives have been addressed in this study. To recap:
Objective 1) To determine the effectiveness of current law enforcement strategy in tackling County Lines drugs gangs
Objective 2) To assess the harm caused to young and vulnerable people by these groups
Objective 3) To examine the effectiveness of the current disposal methods and diversionary services available to offenders 
Objective 4) To determine the effectiveness of current legislation and critically assess it is fit for purpose in reducing the prevalence of harm caused by drugs, also including the current classification of drugs and the criminalisation of drug dealers and users.
Although there have been a significant number of limitations identified in this project alongside developmental opportunities for the researcher, some valuable data was achieved, and some interesting results presented. It is evident from the results that nothing can be seen as conclusive and the project can only be seen as a foundation to a larger piece of work, but what can be seen is that the initial objectives have been broadly covered and some useable results captured. 
Upon reflection, the project itself could have benefitted from being more focussed from the outset, with just one of the four objectives analysed more closely with the others being discounted, but this has the benefit of hindsight and would equally benefit from further research around all four objectives rather than their abandonment. Given the limited size of the research project, consisting of only 10,000 words, there was only ever going to be the opportunity to scratch the surface of the topic area and it can certainly be seen to have achieved the expectations of the researcher.
It is hoped that the data obtained will add some value to this specific field of research. It is notable that the researcher could find no similar studies having been carried out, involving serving police officers of this kind and as such, from a process and a legislative viewpoint, the project could have potential value to any future study which may look to involve Police Officers and their opinions in making process or legislative change in Policing drugs and county lines going forward.
By analysing Police officers’ views and representations, in relation to UK policing policy and procedure in relation to drugs and drug legislation, this project has shown that it is Police Officers belief, that change is needed to tackle the issues being observed day to day within their operational roles. This may not effect national change but should be taken seriously by senior officers and lawmakers if improvements are to be made in catching dealers, managing, and interacting with drug users and influencing legislation that is seen to be ineffective in tackling the seemingly ever-increasing so-called War on drugs.
[1393 Words]


