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Introduction
This commentary will explore the challenges and opportunities in School A’s community, examine the effect they pose on teaching, learning, pupil well-being and how the school’s values link to the four purposes and the Twelve Pedagogical Principles. 
Firstly, the community links that school A has acquired are an opportunity for the school and the local community. According to Estyn (2020) having solid relationships between pupils, parents and guardians and the community provides all stakeholders with appreciation for lifelong learning. This benefits everyone by providing courage, resilience, and self-belief, which is an opportunity for all stakeholders of school A as they have great links with the community. School A invites the community, the parents, and guardians of the children to be involved in the child’s learning in all areas of learning and experience in the new curriculum framework by using the stakeholder’s resources for the purpose of educating the children. 
The second opportunity that school A has developed is outdoor learning. Harvey (2022) believes that outdoor learning benefits a child’s mental health and wellbeing, provides purpose and understanding of the curriculum framework, develops respect for nature, contributes to an inclusive learning experience and enhances all areas of a child’s development. 
Whereas, a challenge posed on school A and the community is the Welsh language. Due to the lack of Welsh speakers, with only 9.2% of Welsh speakers in the community as Estyn (2018) report, it affects school A as there are not any Welsh speakers in the school (Office for National Statistics, 2021).
School A has 6% of 	its pupils who are eligible for free school meals. Therefore, a minority of children may be experiencing poverty, which is a challenge for school A and the community (Estyn 2018). McFarlane (2022) suggests a secondary challenge on being eligible for free school meals, which causes embarrassment for the pupils and their parents and guardians. Due to the socio-economic status of school A and the community, embarrassment may have a wide effect on those eligible due to being in a minority group. 
Finally, attending school A as a new pupil is a Ukranian refugee, pupil X, who themselves and their parents do not speak English or Welsh. This poses a challenge for the school and the community as it may be suggested that pupil X and their family are living in isolation in the community due to the language barrier. Nawyn et al (2012) believe that refugees who are unable to speak the community's dominant language experience poor socioeconomic effects. In this situation, pupil x and their family may lack a sense of purpose within the community and could be restricted from making essential community links. 
 Challenges and Opportunities of School A and the Community
[bookmark: _Int_yEccIBMU]Henderson and Mapp (2001) describe that a community influences teaching and learning by providing a greater overall performance from pupils in their learning. For example, school A invite parents, guardians and stakeholders to open events where they host events such as ‘A Walk-Through Time’. This allowed all individuals to play a role in the humanities area of learning and experience. According to Oxfordshire County Council (n.d) when a parent is involved in a child's learning it improves a child’s social skills, improves attendance, boosts motivation, provides a shared understanding of the curriculum framework, and supports communication between the parent, child, and teacher. In addition to this, Estyn (2016) states that parents involved in a child’s learning provide them with reading, numeracy and literacy skills which support the child’s development. School A also links with the community by attending the local nursing home to host their choir. Cole (2018) states that the interactions between children and nursing home residents both support each other's mental health and wellbeing. The interactions provide children with confidence and self-value. Furthermore, Cole (2018) continues to state that this results in improvement of literacy skills for the children. Looking at this evidence, school A utilises community links by supporting children with the four purposes of the new curriculum framework, supporting them to become 
[bookmark: _Int_e0JMet7m] ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.                                                                 Welsh Government (2022)
To support each child to develop their four purposes, school A appears to focus on the four purposes by encouraging the children's social and emotional development, building good relationships with the community members and by strengthening collaboration. 
[bookmark: _Int_Jvxzls34][bookmark: _Int_pkswEF4R]A great opportunity that school A provides for the school’s community is outdoor learning using forest schools. According to Murphy (2022), forest schools influence teaching by providing inclusivity as every child can participate in the learning. Murphy (2022) continues to state that it enhances a child’s five senses being within a sensory environment. Furthermore, it provides a child with problem solving skills while supporting independence. Forest Schools (2022) state that forest schools influence learning by developing language and communication skills while providing children with an understanding of the curriculum framework. School A focus on all areas of learning and experience by allowing children to lead their learning in expressive arts, health and wellbeing, humanities, languages, literature and communication, mathematics and numeracy and science and technology in the forest school. School A provides opportunity for children by providing excellent levels of teaching and learning by implementing the pedagogical principles, the purpose of the curriculum framework, blended teaching and learning methods and strengthening learning responsibility. Pretty et al. (2009) state that forest school environments are crucial to a child’s mental health and wellbeing, especially for those children living in urban areas, as it reduces levels of stress and anxiety and provides children with the skills to overcome stressful events. This would support the local community as Pretty et al. (2009) believe that a child will carry these skills into adulthood and will continue to utilize green spaces to support feelings of anxiety and depression. 
Looking at the quantitative data from Office for National Statistics (2021), the local area of school A has one of the lowest Welsh speaking areas in Wales with just 9.2% of individuals disclosing that they speak Welsh. This is a challenge for school A and the community as Estyn (2018) reported that there are no at home Welsh speakers in school A. Welsh Government (2022) emphasize the impact on language transference between generations and believe that is it the key in language development. As it has been noted, this will pose a challenge for school A and the community, due to the Welsh government’s new strategy Cymru 2050 (Welsh Government 2022). The strategy target is to gain one million Welsh speakers by 2050. Rhys and Thomas (2013) qualitative data suggests that to support children in achieving this target, Welsh language exposure should happen in the community environment and at home. The influence on teaching and learning of parents and guardians being able to support a child with their education improves educational understanding and communication between one another (Early Years Alliance, n.d)
School A supports developing the pupils' Welsh language, which was evident during my Bridging experience. School A displayed information boards, area boards and pupil work boards in bilingual, Welsh and English and encouraged children to answer the register in Welsh. To continue supporting the development of the Welsh language, while considering my professional development as a teacher I would focus on refining teaching by including parents in learning. LearnWelshCymru (2023) links with schools across Wales and offers parents and guardians of the children in the school the chance to be involved in learning Welsh. They offer a free four-week taster course in the Welsh language supporting monolingual parents to gain basic conversational skills in the Welsh language. I would encourage the parents and guardians of school A and the wider community to share school A’s vision in developing their Welsh language together, as part of a wider community in which they all take pride in.
[bookmark: _Int_yHwsG6gt]Evidently, this will support the Welsh government's target of gaining a million Welsh speakers by 2050 and will boost the number of bilingual Welsh speakers in the local area. School A has highlighted the importance of stakeholders, parents and guardians being involved in a child’s learning and the benefits which come with it. 
[bookmark: _Int_9KBQFL84][bookmark: _Int_YLZrE7Yl]There appears to be a minority group of children in school A of 6%, who are eligible for free school meals.(Estyn 2018). Egan (2018) suggests that children who live in poverty are more likely to be eligible for free school meals. Egan (2018) continue to state that poverty influences teaching and learning negatively, this suggests that it may be a challenge for school A and the community. Furthermore, Egan (2018) states that the effects of poverty are seen in children from the age of 3 as it is reported that they are developmentally a year behind their peers who are not eligible for free school meals. McFarlane (2022) implies that another reason that poverty negatively affects teaching and learning is due to parents and guardians not being able to afford essential learning resources for their children, which may result in a lack of opportunities for these children. McFarlane (2022) reports that this could cause inequality for the minority of children, leading them with feelings of not belonging in the community. McFarlane (2022) explores the effects of those feelings on a child’s well-being and state that children eligible for free school meals have poor mental health and are less able to concentrate in class due to hunger. This causes extreme stress and anxiety for these children, which worsens as McFarlane (2022) believes children are bullying targets. Pichère, Cadiat, and Probert (2015) agree with McFarlane (2022) as they state that looking at Maslow's hierarchy of needs, if a child's basic needs are not met, like eating, they are unable to operate and have no self-value. BritishRedCross (n.d) say that this challenge will affect the socioeconomic interactions of the minority pupils and their families with the community of school A. School A often use the community resources to host events such as school trips and fundraising events which may cause these minorities living in poverty to feel isolated, this is as they are unable to participate in such events. While these children are living in poverty with a poor support system in place for such a community where school A is located, it is evident that they will be unable to develop into the four purposes set out by the Welsh government (2022)
[bookmark: _Int_B2nH9X49]During my Bridging experience, it was evident that there was a language barrier between the teachers and pupils of school A and pupil X, pupil x was unable to engage during the lesson which prevents them from developing with their four proposes. The language barrier between pupil X and their family may raise challenges for both school A and the community, due to the inability to meaningfully engage in school A’s areas of learning and experience and with the wider community. McConville (2019) believes that lack of engagement in these areas negatively impacts an individual, this means that pupil X and their family could be experiencing emotional stress and anxiety. What is more, pupil X may have their progress impaired further as their parents are unable to support them with schoolwork. As previously stated, this challenge will continue in the local community which may affect pupil X and their family's socioeconomic interactions within the community leading them to feelings of isolation and lack of value BritishRedCross (n.d). To support pupil X and their parents I would look at the opportunities that school A shares with the community and implement a ‘topic day’ modeling Ukrainian language and culture, this should support pupil X and their family to feel valued in the community, develop friendships and build foundations of connections. I believe this would support my professional teaching development with my pedagogy in advanced learning. This topic day would involve a blended learning experience with imaginative teaching that would benefit each learner including pupil X while involving the rest of the community. 
Conclusion
To conclude, it is evident that a community influences a school in many positive and negative ways, which affect the teaching, learning and wellbeing of pupils. By strengthening the links between the stakeholders of a school and in the community, it supports pupils in all areas of learning and experience and with the pupil's development in the four purposes. This results in a school improving positive, relevant learning and provides the community with an understanding of the learning together, which in fact, betters a child's development. Working hand in hand provides value to everyone in the community and school environment (Taylor and Adelman, 2000).
Refrence List
BritishRedCross (no date) Bariers to Belonging. Available at: https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/we-speak-up-for-change/barriers-to-belonging (Accesses: 14 January 2023).
Cole, A. (2018) ‘Children in care homes: 'It makes residents feel more human', The Guardian, 12 November. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2018/nov/12/children-care-homes-residents-feel-more-human (Accessed: January 14, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_5ckdpmGD]Early Years Alliance (no date) Involving parents in their children’s learning. Available at: https://www.eyalliance.org.uk/involving-parents-their-children%E2%80%99s-learning (Accessed: 14 January 2023).
Egan, J. (2018) Poverty and low educational achievement in Wales. Available at: https://www.jrf.org.uk/report/poverty-and-low-educational-achievement-wales (Accessed: 14 January 2023). 
Estyn (2016) Making families partners in learning. Cardiff: Estyn All rights reserved.
Estyn (2018). A report on Maes yr Haul Primary School Broadlands Ffordd Tirion CF31 5EG. Cardiff: Crown Copyright.
Estyn (2020). Community schools: families and communities at the heart of school life. Cardiff: Crown Copyright.
Forest Schools (2022) Forest Schools: impact on young children in England and Wales. Available at: https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/forest-schools-impact-on-young-children-in-england-and-wales/#:~:text=Motivation%3A%20the%20woodland%20tended%20to,gross%20and%20fine%20motor%20skills (Accessed: 14 January 2023).
Harvey, D. (2022) 5 key benefits of outdoor learning, Learning through Landscapes. One2create Ltd. Available at: https://ltl.org.uk/news/5-key-benefits-of-outdoor-learning/#:~:text=Research%20has%20even%20suggested%20that,and%20positive%20attitude%20to%20learning (Accessed: January 13, 2023).
Henderson, A.T. and Mapp, K.L. (2001) A new wave of evidence: The impact of school, family, and community connections on student achievement. annual synthesis, 2002., ERIC. Southwest Educational Development Laboratory. Available at: https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED474521 (Accessed: January 13, 2023).
LearnWelshCymru (2023) What kind of course? Available at: https://learnwelsh.cymru/learning/what-kind-of-course/ (Accessed: 14 January 2023).
McConville, K. (2019) Language Barriers in the Classroom: From Mother Tongue to National Language. Available at: https://www.concernusa.org/story/language-barriers-in-classroom/#:~:text=This%20can%20lead%20to%20emotional%20stress%20and%20affect%20their%20ability%20to%20learn.&text=Parents%20may%20also%20not%20speak,is%20a%20double-edged%20sword (Accessed: 15 January 2023).
McFarlane, K. (2022) Report on the 6th Annual Child and Family Poverty Surveys 2022. Internal Children in Wales report. Unpublished.
Murphy, N. (2022) Benefits of forest schools. CPD Online College Limited. Available at: https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/forest-schools/ (Accessed: January 14, 2023).
Nawyn, S.J. et al. (2012) ‘Linguistic Isolation, Social Capital, and Immigrant Belonging’, Journal of contemporary ethnography, 41(3), pp. 255–282. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/0891241611433623.
Office for National Statistics (2021) How life has changes in Bridgend: Census 2021. Available at: https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/censusareachanges/W06000013/ (Accessed: 13 January 2023). 
Oxforshire County Council (no date) Parental Engagement and the impact it has on children's Attendance. Available at: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/early-years-childcare/parentalengagementandattendance.pdf (Accessed: January 16, 2023).
Pichère, P., Cadiat, A.-C. and Probert, C. (2015) Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. Translated by C. Probert. Namur: Lemaitre Publishing.
[bookmark: _Int_hwtsVjaQ]Pretty J, et al. (2009) Nature, Childhood, Health and Life Pathways. Available at: http://www.lotc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Nature-Childhood-and-Health-iCES-Occ-Paper-2009-2-FINAL.-1-.pdf (Accessed: 14 January 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_FoKNoSJX]Rhys, M. and Thomas, E.M. (2013) ‘Bilingual Welsh-English children’s acquisition of vocabulary and reading: implications for bilingual education’, International journal of bilingual education and bilingualism, 16(6), pp. 633–656. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1080/13670050.2012.706248.
[bookmark: _Int_UjUCdSdd]Taylor, L. and Adelman, H.S. (2000) ‘Connecting Schools, Families, and Communities’, Professional school counseling, 3(5), pp. 298–307.
Welsh Government (2022) Cymraeg 2050 A million Welsh speakers. Available at: https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-12/cymraeg-2050-welsh-language-strategy.pdf (Accessed: 14 January 2023).
Welsh government (2022) Developing a vision for curriculum design. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/developing-a-vision-for-curriculum-design (Accessed: 14 January 2023). 

Welsh Government (2022) Implementation and practical considerations. Available at: https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/designing-your-curriculum/implementation-and-practical-considerations (Accessed: 14 January 2023).


