,[image: logomain]

LEVEL 5
                                                                      
SEMESTER 1                                                                         


MODULE CODE: SHSS5081
PEDEGOGY OF PLACE: SUSTAINABLE OUTDOOR EDUCATION
aSSESSMENT TYPE: aSSIGNMENT  
Assessment/Component: 2

COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 70 %

WORD COUNT: 3000 WORDS 

MODULE TUTOR: Denise Leonard/Graham Harvey
Essay:
Identify a business involved in outdoor activity and placed within the Welsh landscape. Assess its contribution to the local economy, its attitude to conservation, heritage and culture. Include a rationale for the choice and place it within the learning context of this module.

 

SUBMISSION DETAILS:  
Date: 3pm 29/11/2019
Portal: Turnitin



School of Sport, Health & Outdoor Education
Assessment Feedback Sheet
	                Student No./Name: 1802239/ Niall Claxton	
                                               Module: Pedagogy of Place; Sustainable Outdoor Education	
                                     Module Code: SHSS5081
	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I have used a wide range of references and done a lot of research. 

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	The centre I chose had little material which I was surprised about, I should have done more research when deciding which centre to choose.

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	I liked researching about Snowdonia national park and the history of Glan-Llyn. 

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Identify and research an organisation within an appropriate location using reliable sources and providing a clear rationale
	All
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	15%

	In the context of this organisation demonstrate an understanding of the conflicts within multifunctional uses of the landscape and the related legislation
	1, 3,4 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	Provide an analysis of the relationship between outdoor adventure education and the wider narrative around conservation and sustainability
	
2,3,4
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	40%

	Use of quality academic sources and appropriate referencing format.
	All
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	15%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read and follows the School Reference Guide and Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	0/10

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 



Assignment Checklist

1. Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet and paste it into the front of your assignment

1. Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
1. Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
1. Ink colour – black only
1. Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
1. Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
1. One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
1. Pagination (your essay should have page numbers) 
1. All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
1. Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
1. Essay is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
1. All references in the text are included in the reference list
1. Correct reference list using SHOE Reference Guide
1. Direct quotations - state page numbers in the text citation
1. Correct spelling using UK English
1. Correct use of punctuation
1. Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
1. I have read my essay out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
1. Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
1. I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!
Pedagogy of place; sustainable outdoor education
Glan-Llyn is an outdoor activity centre that is located in Snowdonia National park. This centre is based beside the Bala lake, also known as Llyn Tegid. Glan-Llyn has stood out to me as a centre for several reasons, because of the location, and also, their aim to maintain the welsh language and culture.
Our aim is to provide opportunities through the medium of Welsh for children and young people in Wales to become fully rounded individuals, developing personal and social skills that will enable them to make a positive contribution to the community. (Urdd, 2019)
Glan-Llyn was established in 1950 as an outdoor centre for Urdd. This centre was setup by Sir Ifan Owen Edwards who saw the chance to establish a permanent site in North Wales. The Urdd was a voluntary group setup by Sir Ifan ab Owen Edwards in 1922 with the aim of protecting the Welsh language and culture, which he believed was becoming more dominated by the English language. He believed that without action, the future was looking bleak for the Welsh language. ‘His aim was to protect the Welsh language in a world where the English language dominated every aspect of life outside the home.’ (Urdd, 2019).
 Due to the fact that Glan-Llyn is based in a National park and beside a lake, I believe they will have many restrictions as a business and the natural resources they can freely use. I will do research into the limitations a business has by being located in a national park, I am also interested in what this particular centre does to help preserve the natural environment and how they may try to contribute to the protection of the conservation work in Snowdonia. Another area I will research is how the centre, Glan-Llyn, supports and works with the local community and their contribution to the local economy, for example, how many staff do they employ and where do they source the food that is served in the canteen. 
There was a relevant survey conducted in Snowdonia in the area of Cwm Idwal in 2002. This area is a very popular site for walkers and educational groups. The site is managed as a Nation Nature Reserve (NNR) due to its geological, geomorphological and botanic intertest.   The aim of the survey was to establish what impact the walkers had on the landscape and what routes they chose to use; the survey was also focused on identifying if there is a relationship between group size and the route they chose. This area of Snowdonia was chosen for study due to its popularity and the tradition of open access. A counter on a stile indicated that 77,190 visitors had used the site from January to October in 2002, the time of the study. The results showed that there was a link between the group size and the path they chose to use. The larger groups were more likely to leave the well-established path, causing erosion to the landscape and possibly disturbing wildlife, in particular nesting birds. (Keirle. I and Stephens. M, 2004).
This survey suggests that if the centre is aware of their impacts on the natural environment, they will face some restrictions on the freedom they have to use the national park for group activities and educational groups. However, if the centre educates the participates of this current issue, they will be helping to prevent the damage being done to the area and there contributing to the conservation of the area. This example would suggest that the most efficient way that Glan-Llyn can contribute to conservation is through educating people. As the centre receives its revenue through outdoor activities, it is also dependant on the nature landscape, this means that it will be in their best intertest to preserve this space. 
As well as being popular for walking, Snowdonia is also well known for gorge walking, Lindsa Walsh (2016) suggests that Snowdonia has some of the best gorge walking in wales, 	There are also some cracking gorge walking spots to go canyoning in the north of Wales too and it will come as no surprise that most of these are located in the picturesque Snowdonia National Park.
As Snowdonia is a popular site for gorge walking, it is important that in order to protect the natural environment, this is monitored and regulated. An example of the damage that can be caused by gorge walking is the entry and exit areas that a group choose to use. A good example of a site that has been dramatically impacted by gorge walkers is Sychryd gorge, on the edge of the Brecon Beacons National Park. This is a site that was created 400 million years ago by tectonic plate movement. Sychryd gorge has unique ecosystems and striking geological formations that are now under threat from thrill seekers and adventurers who partake in dry gorge walking and canyoning in the area. In this case, the area has been able to be saved by the local council and authorities. The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, Forestry Commission Wales and the Countryside Council for Wales published an agreement that they designed to protect this area.       
Paul Dann, local area manager for Forestry Commission Wales, said the rare plants that grow on river banks, rocky outcrops and trees throughout the gorge and river channel cannot cope with being regularly trampled by passing feet, hands and trailing ropes. Among the rare species at risk from boots and gripping fingers are turf-moss, Tunbridge Filmy-fern and rock fingerwort. (Williams, 2010)
In the Snowdonia area, the small communities and infrastructure, for example country roads, can suffer from the unstable and dramatic changes in the amount of tourism. Good weather or a popular event can bring thousands of people in at one time, causing traffic, littering and parking issues. These popular events can also have a big negative impact on the natural environment, as there is a large amount of people passing at the same time. For example, the three peaks challenge, that involves the participants climbing Ben Nevis in Scotland, Scafell Pike in the Lake District, England and Snowdon. This has become a popular event were walkers try to complete the challenge within 24h hour in aid of charity. Concerns about this particular event were raised by the British Mountaineering Council (BMC), who’s main concern was the erosion to walking paths and the pressure on the local communities, however these concerns were supported by the National Trust and national park authorities in Snowdonia and the Lake District. (Cook, 2003).    

As a centre, Glan-Llyn tries to be sustainable and supportive of the community were possible. The centre has a canteen that is used to cater for guests and staff, on the website it is stated that, were possible, they source the food locally from suppliers and producers. ‘Breakfast, lunch, tea and supper are provided with healthy options and nutritious meals. Local suppliers and produce are used wherever possible. The centre can cater for dietary needs, allergies, cultural background and religious beliefs.’ (Urdd, 2019)
By buying local, a business is not only supporting the local community, but also building relationships with the community. 
 
Having the large centre in the area and beside the town Bala, will have many benefits. The centre brings in tourism to the area, this means that the local business such as shops and restaurants will also benefit from having more customers. As Glan-Llyn has their own accommodation, it would seem that the centre won’t provide any business for the local hotels and B&Bs, however, a lot of people such as families will find this accommodation unsuitable, therefore will stay in other local accommodation. (Seaton, 1999. P.389)
As GlanLlyn is such a big site, with the ability to accommodate 250 residents at one time, they are a well-established business, they generate, combined with another Urdd centre, £5.2 million a year, and combined the centres receive 47,000 visitors a year. Together, Glan-Llyn and Llangrannog also employ 160 full-time staff. This makes Glan-Llyn a big employer, benefitting the local people in the area and in the town of Bala (WalesOnline, 2018).

Outdoor adventure education (OAE) is becoming more popular in the education system, and research suggests that children can benefit, and their personal development can be enhanced by concrete experience in OAE or through interaction with the natural environment. Through kolbs cycle (D. A. Kolb, 1984) we can see the process in which acquiring the concrete experience; the doing, is the foundation of this process. The Kolb cycle has 4 processes, experiential/concrete learning; the act of doing, reflective observation; this is the personal reviewing process, were the individual will reflect on the experience. Abstract conceptualisation: this is where the student will conclude what they have learned from the experience, and finally, active extermination; the planning or act of putting what you have learned into practice. This cycle and OAE ties into sustainability as it is an opportunity to get young people into the natural environment, by doing so, we can teach them about the nature around them and how it is being damaged and what they can do to help preserve it. To explore the link between exposure to nature, in this case; wildlife, and environmental awareness, a six-week experiment was conducted throughout eight sub-urban primary schools within Hove and Brighton in the UK. This study involved a total of 220 primary children between the ages of 7 and 10. In this study, called ‘Bird Buddies’, each primary school was given the task of caring for, feeding and identifying birds. The main aims of the study were to provide children with the chance to gain first-hand experience with nature, give them the opportunity to learn about and value local biodiversity, learn about wildlife monitoring and finally, to see how they can make positive changes to their environment and attract wildlife. To be able to evaluate the effectiveness of the study, a questionnaire was produced and given to the study group schools, as well as non-participating primary schools prior to the programme. After the six-week programme, another questionnaire was produced. The conclusion of this survey was that by exposing children to nature, and encouraging them to interact with nature, had a positive influence in their attitude towards the natural environment. The study showed that action-based experiential learning also increased the participants knowledge and awareness of the natural environment. A long-term questionnaire was sent to each participating school a year later, the findings were that the students who took part in the ‘bird buddies’ programme showed more interest in the natural environment and had taken up hobbies such as bird watching (White, Eberstein, and Scott, 2018).
This study shows that exposure to nature has a positive effect to children’s attitudes towards nature, this relates to sustainability as a positive attitude and awareness of the natural environment will encourage children to make more educated and environmentally aware choices. Centres like Glan-Llyn that offer school residential trips can have this same effect on children that was achieved through the ‘bird buddies’ programme. By bringing school children and young people into the outdoors, they get the change to get hands-on experience in nature, therefore developing a more sustainable lifestyle. Residential trips will also have multiple over benefits to young people, such as learning to work together, become more creative, boost self-esteem and confidence. (Marchant, E et al. 2019) 
Multiple claims have been made about the impact of outdoor education over the years, including: personal and social development, leadership, group bonding, acquiring adventure skills, and aspects of environmental care. Of course a case can be made that outdoor educators should remain faithful to goals such as personal development through adventure and challenge, or the acquisition of adventure recreation skills. These types of arguments inevitably lead to the philosophical question; what are we educating for? (Hill, 2012. P.15)
Hill explains that there is a need for outdoor education in the education system, however, not everyone is onboard with this idea yet. He explains that there are also many social, personal and leadership skills that can be gained through outdoor adventure activities and education. All of these skills are important, as they will help to define the children’s life skills and prepare them for a working life in the future. There is still debate around what outdoor education should consist of if its included in the curriculum. Some suggest that outdoor education should be more focused around the environment and environmental education, focusing less on the physical and adventure aspect. The education system continues to put all emphasis and resources in numeracy and literature skills, and some feel that outdoor education is only another pressure on the teachers and education system. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As Earl (2007) has argued, teachers’ philosophies, values, understandings, and skills, are critical for both students learning and achievements. Clearly what teachers know and do makes a difference to students learning. This is of importance when considering the goal of educating for a sustainable future. Outdoor learning experiences are ideally placed to facilitate learning about and for sustainability; however, if the field of outdoor education is to seriously confront and contribute to addressing social, economic, and environmental sustainability issues, change needs to occur in what teachers know and do. At he heart of this lies pedagogical change which can be both complex and difficult. (Hill, 2007. P.23).      

A centre like Glan-Llyn will have negative impacts on the environment. For example, the centre will use a lot of electricity, the water consumption will be high, a lot of water being used by the accommodation for guests to have showers, the canteen will produce food waste, the vehicles used to transport participants to sites and other factors such as general waste produced by the kitchen (Chan, E, Okumus, Chan, W. 2018. pp. 829–852). All of these factors can be reduced in some way, for example, the accommodation can be fitted with LED (light emitting diode) lights, the guest rooms could be fitted with electric cut off key cards, the use of duel flush toilets will reduce water consumption. However, although the centre puts a strain on the environment, by teaching students and visitors about the environment and sustainability, these people will become more aware of the impact they have on the environment and will potentially make changes to their daily life. 

In conclusion, the cultural benefit from Glan-Llyn, being a welsh speaking centre, is a benefit to the local area and is helping to maintain the welsh culture and language. I think that this makes Glan-Llyn an important asset to the welsh culture at this time. This is also a good strategy to target a specific demographic, this factor also makes the centre stand out from others, and is a good way to get government funding. Although the centre will have a negative impact on the environment, due to it being a business that has to use electricity, transport and water, I believe that they have the ability to counteract these negative factors through educating people about the environment and encouraging them to make a few lifestyles changes that will have environmental benefits. Glan-Llyn also draws people into the local area, benefiting other small, local businesses, the centre is the biggest employer in the area, especially in the high season where they will recruit more seasonal staff to cope with the amount of visitors. Glan-Llyn will also have benefits to the infostructure that effect’s them, for example, they will want to ensure that roads that affect them and their visitors are maintained. I have a also been told by a member of staff at the centre that they paid for the dredging of Bala lake, this was an expensive project but it effected Glan-Llyn, however it also benefits the locals and others who use the lake. After doing research, it appears to me that exposure to nature effects children’s attitude towards the natural environment, however the longer the exposure the more of an impact it will have. In this current time, and with the current environmental crisis, I think that outdoor education and environmental learning are very important things for the young people to learn. The changing curriculum could continue to benefit Glan-Llyn, however this may require them to focus more on environmental learning opposed to adventure education.             
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