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Dae Young Ryu’s article ‘Religion, Politics, and Church Construction in North Korea’ is a peer reviewed article discussing the suspicions that the churches built in North Korea in 1988 are for propaganda reasons only. The essay explores these suspicions and its responses. 
The essay starts by explaining that in 1988 one protestant church and one catholic chapel were built for the fist time since the end of the Korean war (1950-1953). Before these churches were built, the North Korean Christians congregated in ‘House Churches.’ The lack of churches is a result of the almost 1400 churches were destroyed mostly by US air raids during the war. Christianity was also an “object of contempt and ridicule” because of Marxist ideology and the “NK hatred of everything related to US.”  
Ryu goes on to explain that the Federation of Korean Christians made itself known in the mid-1970s when North Korea started seeking relations with the West. The Federation were in contact with international Christian organisations such as The World Council of Churches. This resulted in visits by officials of these organizations. When they went to visit North Korea, they were confused by the lack of church buildings as they believed churches were “virtually the only proof of true Christian experience.” The North Korean Christians explained they were content with their House Churches. There was a lot of pressure from outside North Korea to build churches, so in 1988 with the help of The World Council of Churches the first church was built, the second came later in the same year. This was an important thing as it was the “First visible symbol of traditional Christianity since the destruction of churches during the war.” 
Visitors from Christian organizations came to see these churches but there were some doubts over the authenticity of them. Their ‘proof’ was that there was “no cross in the church, people did not recall the Lord’s prayer, and they were not able to sing the hymns or locate scripture verses.” Gang Myeong-Do, son-in-law of DPRK’s former prime minister says, “the Labour Party constructed the churches to “create the image” that there was religious freedom in North Korea.”  
There are many strengths in this essay such as Ryus’ ability to see both sides of the argument. He accepts that perhaps the churches were built partly to please non-North Koreans but also states that the Christians did in fact make the most out of them and they became genuine places of worship where the Christian community could come together in their shared faith.   It is a peer reviewed article therefore it is a suitable essay for scholars.
Several of Ryu’s references come from accounts of visits to the churches. These give an independent view of how things were. Ryu quotes his own book three times out of twenty references, this may not be the best action. It is a short piece, though Ryu manages to give a lot of information clearly. Ryu lists historically what occurred, but he does not provide much analysis of the events, this is understandable though considering the reserved nature of North Korea. 
In conclusion, this article is a well-balanced piece of work that carefully considers both sides of the argument. Ryu succeeds in writing an informational and clear essay that does not seem to be biased towards either opinion. 
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