This essay will explore the different barriers that children and young people in Nigeria may face when accessing good quality and consistent education. It will examine the main challenges in Nigeria including poverty, regional disparities, gender inequality, governance issues, insecurity snd conflict and infrastructure limitations (The Nigerian Inquirer, 2025). This essay will draw on international policy frameworks like Nigeria’s universal basic education and national region frameworks (UBEC, 2024). This essay will also include relevant theories like social reproduction theory and the human capital theory (HR Tutorial, 2025), this is to understand how inequalities can influence outcomes in education (HR Tutorial, 2025). This essay will suggest they even though there are many frameworks that can improve access to education, it can still limit the delivery of high-quality education (UNICEF,N,D). 
Nigeria has one of the largest education systems in Africa (The Fact Institute, 2024). With millions of children and young people in primary and secondary education (UNICEF, N,D). The universal basic education programme was introduced in 1999 to provide compulsory and free education for the first nine years (UBEC, 2024), this includes primary education for six years and junior secondary education for three years (UBEC, 2024). This policy aims to improve children and young people's literacy skills and to reduce the number of out-of-school children and increase enrolment to education (UBEC, 2024). Although this policy is in place Nigeria still faces major challenges in education (The Nigerian Inquire, 2025). According to the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) around 10.2 million children primary school age are out of school (UNICEF, 2024). And 8.1 million junior education children are out of school (UNICEF, 2024). Nigeria has a significant amount of the world's population of children who are not in school (UNICEF, 2024). even for children who attend school they can still face low learning outcomes (UNICEF, 2024). Research suggests that many children complete their primary education without developing their basic skills like numeracy and reading skills (UNICEF, 2024). UNICEF reports that around 74 percent of children and young people ages 7-14 years old can not read or complete basic calculations in Nigeria (UNICEF, 2024). These statistics show that the challenges in nigeria is not only the quality of education but also the having access to education (UNICEF, 2024). A theory that supports this is Becker’s human capital theory (HR Tutorial, 2025), as it shows an important framework to understand how important education is in national development (HR Tutorial, 2025). According to this theory investing in education can improve economic growth like developing human development and skills and improves productivity of education (HR Tutorial, 2025). However, when the access to education is not equal or delivered at poor quality, this can impact the economic progress and human capital development (HR Tutorial, 2025). 


One of the main barriers that that can be faces when accessing education in Nigeria is poverty (SOEI, 2025). Even though primary education is free, can face other costs such as for uniforms, school supplies, exam fees and transportation fees (SOEI, 2025). For household who are facing poverty this can make it difficult to attend school consistently (SOEI, 2025). Nigeria faces high levels of poverty mainly in Northern regions and rural areas (SOEI, 2025). In some states on Nigeria children can be deprived from accessing education (SOEI, 2025). An example of this is, data from the National bureau in Nigeria shows that 29 percent of school-aged children in the Northern states are being deprived from having access to education (SOEI, 2025). Many children in nigeria form poor households are expected to work to support their families instead of going to school (SOEI,2025). This affects a child’s attendance and children dropping of school at early age (SOEI, 2025). This is common in Nigeria (SOEI, 2025). The social reproduction theory that was developed by Bourdieu explains how poverty can affect a child’s education (Perlego, 2024). As this theory explains that children from wealthier families have accesses to better resources whereas children from poor families do not (Perlego, 2024). This means the education system is inequal to poor children and their families (Perlego, 2024). International organisations and frameworks have tried to look at these challenged and are trying to provide financial support for children to access education in deprived areas (Global Partnership, 2026). An example of this is the Nigerian government and UNICEF has initiatives in place to support poor families and families in deprived areas and encourages the children to attend school (Global Partnership, 2026). However, as there are some initatives in place Nigeria is still facing poverty as one of the major issues to accessing education (Global Partnership, 2026).
Education in Nigeria is different in the different regions in the country (UNICEF, 2023). The Northman region in Nigeria experience low quality education and lower school attendance than in the south regions of the country (UNICEF, 2023). These regions are influenced by historical, cultural and economic factors (UNICEF, 2023). In northern Nigeria socio-cultural practices can sometimes impact a child’s participation in education, this is more common for girls (UNICEF, 2023). UNICEF has reported that the attendance of young girls in education in Northen Nigeria is around 47 percent (UNICEF, 2023). This shows that more than half of the young girls in the country are not attending school (UNICEF, 2023). Another factor is the Alamjiri education system (UNICEF, 2023). This is an Islamic education system that is commonly used in the northen regions of Nigeria (UNICEF, 2023). This education system provides religious education (UNICEF, 2023). However, this education system done not provide important subjects like literacy and maths (UNICEF, 2023). This means that children affected by  this education system are classed as out of school (UNICEF, 2023. The cultural capital theory links to this as it explains that the education system tend to focus on the cultural practices and knowledge of social groups (Easy Sociology, 2024). In Nigeria the educational system implements a wester-style education models, which some communities may not agree with the religious traditions or local cultural traditions (Easy Sociology, 2024). However, addressing these inequalities require sensitive policies that help the educational system to follow traditions as well approved basic skills like numeracy and literacy skills (Easy Sociology, 2024). 
Another barrier that children in education may face is gender inequality (Practical Action, 2023). As processes is being made by improving girls having access to education, certain social groups still disagree with these actions (Practical Action, 2023). Girls accessing education may face several barriers that can impact them accessing education (Practical Action, 2023) these barriers can be marriage, cultural expectations and domestic responsibilities (Practical Action, 2023). In other communities' girls are to put household duties over their education (Practical Action, 2023). this can lead to high levels of young girls dropping out of school (Practical Action, 2023), UNICEF explains that gender is a key barrier to accessing education in Nigeria (UNICEF, 2024). This is more common in the northern regions where boys’ attendance to school is higher than girls (UNICEF, 2024). The feminist education theory links to this as thesis theory explains how gender and social structures can have a influence in children’s educational opportunities (Easy Sociology, 2024). Students can argue that gender equalities can also be broader into social inequalities that can limit girls attendance in political and economic life (Easy sociology, 2024). international organisations and programmes have been implemented to help promote girls going into education in Nigeria. This includes community awareness campaigns, policies and scholarship programmes (Global Partnership, 2026) these are implemented to decrease the chance of girls going into early marriage (Global Partnership, 2024). However, even with these initiatives and policies in place gender inequality remains a major barrier for equal education (Global Partnership, 2026). 
Another major barrier to education is insecurity and armed conflict (DW, 2025). It has been shown that in recent years, there has been a rise in people who are trying to fight the Nigerian government (DW, 2025). Such as Boko Hara. In northen Nigeria (DW, 2025). This has a major impact on children’s education (DW, 2025). Schools in Nigeria are frequently exposed to attacks; this can be from destruction of buildings and children missing out of education and teacher missing out on jobs (DW, 2025).reports explain that around 11 thousand schools have been closed due to violence in northen Nigeria between 2020 and 2023 (DW, 2025). The school closure and attacks on schools have lead for parents and communities being afraid to send children to cholla (DW, 2025). Many families of the children are very reluctant to send the children to school because they are scared that their children will not be safe (DW, 2025). In other cases, children have been abducted from school during the attacks (DW, 2025). This can then lead to the children being afraid to attend school and increase the fear of the parents (DW, 2025). A conflict theory can help provide and important framework to help understand how violence and politics, instability can affect the education system (Simply Psychology, 2023). This theory also explains that education systems are usually created by political and social conflicts (Simply Psychology, 2023). This can influence social inequalities (Simply Psychology, 2023). International organisation like the global partnerships for education and UNICEF are working alongside the Nigerian government to put in place programmes that aim to support education in regions that are affected by conflict (Global Partnership,2026). The initiatives that are put in place focus on rebuilding the schools that were affected by conflict (Global Partnership, 2026) and improving school safety and providing support for families that have been affected by conflict (Global Partnership, 2026). 
Nigeria has buildings that can be made into schools (SOEI, 2025). This is another challenge that the country faces when trying to provide good quality education in the country (SOEI, 2025). Many schools in the country lack basic equipment that is needed for education (SOEI, 2025), this can be from facilities like classrooms and learning materials (SOEI, 2025). Commonly classrooms in Nigeria are overcrowded in rural areas (SOEI, 2025). Nigeria faces a major barrier, and this is having a shortage of teachers in the country (SOEI, 2025). This can be because some teachers may lack training and qualifications (SOEI, 2025). It has been proven that only 29 precent of teachers have the minimum qualifications (SOEI, 2025). Having lack of resources and teacher training con contribute to low learning outcomes (SOEI, 2025). This then means that children may find it difficult to develop basic skills like literacy and numeracy skills (SOEI, 2025). This can be because children have limited access to teaching materials, textbooks and qualified teachers (SOEI, 2025). The capability approach was developing by Sen (Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, N, D). This approach provides framework looking into these barriers (Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, N, D). This approach explains the importance of providing children with the resources and opportunities they need to achieve good quality education (Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, N, D). This means ensuring that children have classroom the learn in with the materials they need a trained teacher to provide good quality education (Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, N, D).
Although there are several policies and frameworks been put in place to improve children’s education the government still face challenges that still limit the children’s education (SOEI, 2025). The major issue is the gap that is between policies and commitments and implementation (SOEI, 2025). An example of this is, even though the Universal Basic Education programme helps by funding education many regions fail to use these funds the the best of its ability (SOEI, 2025). A report explains that billions of Naira (currency in Nigeria) that is put into the education system is being left unspent in some regions due to corruption and inefficiencies (SOEI, 2025). A poor government and corruption can reduce how effective the education policies are by buying buildings and learning resources (SOEI, 2025). The international organisations like UNICEF and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) support the country providing funding and technical assistance (UNESCO, 2024). These organisations work together with the Nigerian government to help reduce the number of children who are out of school and improve the quality of education (UNESCO, 2024). There are initiatives in place in the different regions in nighties to support the development of the education system (UNESCO, 2024). The African Union’s Continental Education strategy aims to make education equal and inclusive for all children (UNESCO, 2024).
Covid- 19 has a big global impact that affected people all over the world (National Library of Medicine, 2022). as it has affected the access to the quality and consistence education in Nigeria (National Library of Medicine, 2022). like lots of countries around the world Nigeria experienced school closures during the covid-19 pandemic (National Library of Medicine, 2022). this disrupted the education of millions of children and young people (National Library of Medicine, 2022). according to the UNESCO explains that over 40 million children and young people were out of education for several months due to the covid –19 pandemic (National Library of Medicine, 2022). school closures were essential to reduce the spread of covid-19, this created new barriers to learning and having access to education (National Library of Medicine, 2022), this also increases the inequalities within the educational system (National Library of Medicine, 2022). many children were unable to continue their studies through remote learning because they has limited resources and lacked access to digital activity (National Library of Medicine, 2022). In Nigeria having access to the internet and technology is limited and uneven (National Library of Medicine, 2022), this is more common in rural areas where many children and young people may be excluded from having access to remate learning (National Library of Medicine, 2022). the covid- 19 pandemic increased the percentage of children and young people at risk of dropping out of school (National Library of Medicine, 2022). this was more common in vulnerable areas within the country (National Library of Medicine, 2022). research explains that when school were closed for lon periods of time, children from the vulnerable and low income areas were less likely to return to school when they reopened (National Library of Medicine, 2022). this often leads to the children and their families facing increased economic pressures, which leads to the children being encouraged to work instead of staying in education (National Library of Medicine, 2022). girls in Nigeria were more commonly affected by these disruptions (National Library of Medicine, 2022). research shows that the school closures increased the risks of girls going into early marriage, violence and teenage pregnancies (National Library of Medicine, 2022). these factors prevented young girls from returning to school and continuing their education (National Library of Medicine, 2022). not only did covid-19 have a major impact on education it also have an impact on the gender inequalities in the countries education system (National Library of Medicine, 2022). the covid -19 pandemic can be analysed by the capability approach (National Library of Medicine, 2022). this framework explains the importance of all children having opportunities to achieve the necessary skills they will need for day to day life (National Library of Medicine, 2022). children may have access to the learning materials but if they lack the environment and resources and support then children and young people will not be able to use them effectively (National Library of Medicine, 2022). the pandemic showed that children cand young people can face inequalities when having access to electricity and technology (National Library of Medicine, 2022). this limits the children’s and young people’s ability to continue their studies (National Library of Medicine, 2022). 
In conclusion Nigeria faces major challenges when trying to provide equal access to. Good quality education for children and young people (SOEI, 2025). Although the country has policies in place like the Universal Basic Education programme, millions of children still have trouble accessing education (Global Partnership, 2026). This essay has found that there are several barriers to accessing education in Nigeria, this included regional inequality, gender, poverty and insecure and conflict and government challenges (SOEI, 2025). These barriers link to each other and reinforce one another and crate obstacles that the children and their families will need to overcome to have access to good quality education (SOEI, 2025)). The views of the theories in this essay such as the human capital theory and social reproduction theory highlight how inequalities that are shaped within the educational systems and social and economic structures (HR Tutorial, 2025). when these barriers are left unaddressed then there are limitations to improving education in the country (DOEI, 2025). despite having these challenges, Nigeria has potential to improve their education systems through strengthening the government, having sustained investments, improving the environment and having classrooms and addressing the inequalities that are within the education system (UNICEF, 2024). this will be essential so that all children and young people who live in Nigeria have access to education (UNICEF, 2024). achieving these goals will benefit learners and contribute to social stability and national development (Global Partnership, 2026). This will ensure that education in Nigeria is equal and inclusive to all learners in the country (Global Partnership, 2026). this remains as the top priority for both international community and national policy makers (Global Partnership, 2026). 
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