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In this assignment I will be analysing how an autistic child can be at risk of being excluded in an educational setting. I will be looking at literature and theories to identify if the policies in place translate into the best possible educational outcome for the individual. I will be looking at The Human Rights Act, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, The United Nations Convention on The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and local policies. Analysing theorists such as Jerome Bruner , Abraham Maslow and Lev Vygotsky.
The Human Rights Act 1998 states,
“No person shall be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any functions which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State shall respect the right of parents to ensure such education and teaching in conformity with their own religious and philosophical convictions” (Legislation.gov.uk, 2019)

All autistic children are unique and have individual needs and abilities. (Autism.org.uk, 2019) Children with autism can attend mainstream school or specialist Schools. It is also linked with other conditions and learning difficulties such as ADHD. (Autism.org.uk, 2019) It is not so easy to get a diagnosis of autism so sometimes there will be children who we will come across that have similar behaviour of an autistic child but without a diagnosis. (Autism.org.uk, 2019) A statement can be produced called an Education, Health and Care Plan. (Ambitious about Autism, 2019) “The Children and Families Act of September 2014 mandates that children and young people are now given EHCPs instead of Statements of SEN.” (Ambitious about Autism, 2019) An EHCP is an official document that records evidence of the child’s individual needs. It assists to make decisions on reasonable adjustments by educational settings, extra support that the child is entitled to and what educational setting is best for the child. (Ambitious about Autism, 2019) The local authority makes a decision if the child gets a statement. They require different sources of information this could be from a Parent, Child, Educational setting, Health care Professional, Educational Psychologist, Social services and anyone else whom they think is necessary. (Ambitious about Autism, 2019)
Autism effects how a person relates and communicates with other people. (Autism.org.uk, 2019) 
 “Autism is a spectrum disorder. The autism spectrum includes children with severe learning disabilities who have little or no verbal communication, through to those with an average or high IQ, including those with a diagnosis of Asperger syndrome.” (Autism.org.uk, 2019)
The spectrum of Autism covers a wide range of different learning difficulties, requiring a wide spectrum of educational provision needed. (Autism.org.uk, 2019)
“Article 24 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities stipulate that countries must take steps to ensure that persons with disabilities access an inclusive, quality and free primary and secondary education on an equal basis with others in the communities in which they live.” (Un.org, 2019)
The United Nationals Convention of the rights of persons with disabilities originates from The Human Rights Act. It is our Human right to be entitled to an education and this has been since 1948 as a declaration recognized all around the world by human rights organisations and governments. (Unicef.org, 2019) There are different settings in which education can be taught for children with autism. Such as mainstream schools, special schools, specialist units attached to mainstream schools and residential provision. (Autism.org.uk, 2019) The majority of autistic children can be taught with support in mainstream Schools, but some children are best supported in specialist units. Some children require a more inclusive support in which they can get in Specialist Schools. 
I work in a Specialist unit within a mainstream School. Our Unit Known as a Learning Resource Centre (LRC). It is designed for children with Complex learning difficulties. Our local authority describes the provision as an Educational setting that “provides wraparound care and educational support to the ensure the children achieve their full potential.” (Pembrokeshire.gov.uk, 2019) 
The Local Authority set up these LRC’s to give children with Complex learning difficulties the opportunity to be included in mainstream activities and lessons. To also be able to socialise with their peers, providing a broad and balanced curriculum, whilst their individual needs are supported and met. (Pembrokeshire.gov.uk, 2019) Our School understands that there is a wide spectrum of individual needs using multi agency services to support pupils with complex needs known as “universal services”. (Pembrokeshire Inclusion Service, 2019)
“The Pembrokeshire Roles and Responsibilities for Tiered Provision has been produced to help schools, families and services understand partnership approaches that combined will enable children and young people to achieve their full potential.” (Supporting children with additional learning needs: Roles and responsibilities for tiered provision, 2015)
This document was put together to develop Social Inclusion within our County not only with Autism but any child that could be at risk of social inclusion. As there is a wide spectrum of individual needs and different children needing individual multi agency support a model was devised called “The Rainbow Model of Provision”. (Supporting children with additional learning needs: Roles and responsibilities for tiered provision, 2015) The document delivers educational settings with an overview of expectations that children may need with additional learning difficulties within our county. Including the role of the school, inclusion service and other agencies and their families at different tiers of provision. 
In 1994 92 Governments and 25 organizations gathered in Salamanca, Spain for a world conference regarding Special Needs Education. A new framework of action was devised regarding that all children regardless of their “physical, intellectual, social, emotional, linguistic or other conditions. (Csie.org.uk, 2019) Within this conference one fantastic statement was made that “disabled children attend the neighbourhood school 'that would be attended if the child did not have a disability.” (Csie.org.uk, 2019) Framework was designed with an action plan stating, 'inclusion and participation are essential to human dignity and to the enjoyment and exercise of human rights.' Acknowledging that we need to change education to suit our children needs. To use proven teaching techniques that can benefit all children. A child should not have to fit in the method of teaching, but a method of teaching should suit the child. That children should not only be put in Special schools, but mainstream schools should adapt to suit all children regardless. (Csie.org.uk, 2019) I really believe in the Salamanca Statement. Its fair and does not label individuals but excepts everyone the same way. 
Our setting strives with the actions planned in the Salamanca statement. We use numerous different Techniques proven to work with Autism and accompanying learning difficulties. We use the Donaldson teaching approach in our setting. The Donaldson teaching approach give Educators more freedom to determining what is taught. It is described as a “new, inclusive, broad, balanced and challenging curriculum” (Dera.ioe.ac.uk, 2019) This method uses a cross-curriculum approach. As we can be using multiple topics in to one activity with children learning from this in a fun exciting way. For instance, we could use numbers and place them in slime with the children revealing what they are. That is language, numeracy and creative skills. We also use multiple language techniques such as verbal, sign along, visual boards, not all children need to use these methods to communicate but every child is taught it for inclusion of others.
Children with Autism are already facing challenges in life but can be facing even more if they come from deprivation (eFSM) or are Looked after children (LAC). Maslow’s hierarchy of needs explains to us what a person needs to achieve to feel fulfilled and thrive in life. Starting with the basic needs of food, water, warmth, rest, security and safety. We know as a fact that children in care and low poverty can struggle to feel their basic needs fulfilled adding a barrier to thrive on to the having their phycological needs met of feeling loved and belonging. If we add a child with Autism to this situation, this can lead to a devasting situation that needs interventions for this child to reach their potential. (Mcleod, 2019)
Estyn have put together a guide of what beneficial interventions have been put in place as a guide. Firstly, taking a whole school approach.  Have a structured, coherent and focused approach to raising the achievement of disadvantaged learners. (Estyn.gov.wales, 2014) Also ensuring that a senior management team is in control of this situation and coordinating the school on tackling this situation. Collecting data to identify and track the progress of disadvantaged Using other sources of data, analysing and monitoring progress. Developing literacy and learning skills of disadvantaged. Developing the social and emotional skills of disadvantaged learners. Improving the attendance, punctuality and behaviour. (Estyn.gov.wales, 2014) Mentoring systems in place. Enrichment programmes. Engaging with parents’ carers and children to put in place a development plan. (Estyn.gov.wales, 2014) I believe communication is a defiant key to breaking down barriers. If we can reach out and understand others and what they want development can be achieve, A constructivist teaching approach.
Theorist Jerome Bruner quoted,
 “learning is an active process in which learners construct new ideas or concepts based upon their current/past knowledge. The learner selects and transforms information, constructs hypotheses, and makes decisions, relying on a cognitive structure to do so. Cognitive structure provides meaning and organization to experiences and allows the individual to “go beyond the information given”. (InstructionalDesign.org, 2019)
Bruner also suggested that the teacher or instructor to get students to gain and develop knowledge by themselves. (InstructionalDesign.org, 2019) Just like building we lay the foundations and build upon it. We can identify what the child already knows and develop their knowledge and learning in a way they can understand and design the plan of learning with us.
I also believe that the social constructivism is a fantastic way of teaching and learning. Children learning from interaction with others. Autistic children can find peer social interaction too much, but you don’t always need to interact physically to have social interaction. It could also be listening of watching that could gain a child’s knowledge of new information and skills. As the children get to be in a setting with peers of all abilities these skills can be acquired. The Social constructivism Theory was brought about by Lev Vygotsky. He believed “all cognitive functions originate in social interactions and that learning did not simply comprise the assimilation and accommodation of new knowledge by learners” (Gsi.berkeley.edu, 2019)
Vygotsky quoted, 
“A special feature of human perception … is the perception of real objects … I do not see the world simply in color and shape but also as a world with sense and meaning. I do not merely see something round and black with two hands; I see a clock …” (Gsi.berkeley.edu, 2019)

So with all these interventions are we making progress as a country? The answer is Yes. The Welsh Assembly Government conducted a three-year progress report on the pupil deprivation grant. The results proved that “developing innovative approaches to engaging with pupils and parents was working, improvements in ‘softer outcomes’ such as pupil well-being, confidence and self-esteem. It raised the profile of disadvantage and how schools should cater for disadvantaged learners and the gap between eFSM and non-FSM pupils has narrowed over the past five years” (Gweddill.gov.wales, 2019). I believe if we continue to work with the interventions that are working, we still get continued funding from the Welsh Assembly Government and use a range of theorists approaches that individually work with the pupil. We can close the gap of social inclusion for autistic children and others that are at risk of inclusion.
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