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Description automatically generated]
Using the Gibbs Reflective Cycle Using the Gibbs reflective cycle, write a reflection of your learning journey on the LCLM 4001- Academic Skills Module. Your writing should focus on at least ONE or TWO experiences you had while studying the module. Examples of in-class experiences you can reflect on are: 
· Task 1 and Task 2
· Class activities and discussions (e.g., topics covered in class such as referencing and paraphrasing)
· Feedback received
· Skills you have developed
· 
(The boxes will expand as you type)

	Description
(What happened? Describe the experience or experiences in class that you want to reflect on)
	My reflection will cover my experience in class in Week 7, where I struggled with the 12-mark question in Task 2.  Task 2 was a 90-minute exercise which required the completion of an academic skills task which was 40% of our Academic Skills module. The task aimed to see how well the students in class could apply the academic skills taught in the University within their writing. The ability to write a paragraph that aligns with academic standards, take notes from short texts and to paraphrase sentences. The test was a test of our knowledge to see how much we had memorised and learnt from what was taught between week 4 to 6.



	Feelings
(What were you thinking and feeling at the time? How did you feel before / during / and after the experience? 
Did you feel overwhelmed / confident / nervous? Were you alone in feeling this way or did other students share your feelings?)

	At the time, I had felt anxious and worried. This was due to finding one question within Task 2 which I considered to be difficult and tricky. It was a question about taking diagrammatic notes. I had felt unprepared and nervous, which was a certain outcome as I had missed the lesson this was taught in, which was week 3. That lecture in week 3 had covered different types of note-taking styles and reading to find useful information to which I had neither attended nor revised for after. I felt like missing that lesson caused me to struggle due to being unaware of what the question was asking of me. This is supported by Day, T (2023) when he says, “writing helps you remember”. This shows the significance of not just reading something and trying to memorise but writing what is being taught increases the likeliness of remembering it.

	Evaluation
(What was good and bad about the experience?) 
	Overall, I think the task went well as I was able to confidently answer the other questions with the knowledge I gained from the sessions I had attended in the previous weeks.  I was a lot more comfortable to with the paragraph writing parts and paraphrasing due to attending classes and practicing these skills during lessons, which made me more content whilst completing those sections of the task. On the other hand, being confused about Question 1 (the question about using diagrammatic notes to paraphrase) has been a bad experience. When I had first read the question of what it was asking of me, I was not sure if I had understood what ‘diagrammatic notes’ meant. By implication, not knowing what the word meant, I had no way of achieving full marks within the question. I could not correctly structure my answer. This made me feel a lack of confidence answering it compared to the other questions. However, even though I was confused, I had still tried to answer the question by writing bullet point notes so that I could at least try to gain some marks instead of leaving it empty which would result in an automatic 0 marks for that question. Looking back, this starting section of the task made me realise that missing even one lesson can have a vital effect and make it unnecessarily harder to feel prepared during assignments.

	Analysis
(What sense can you make out of the situation?) Why was the situation positive or negative? 
When things went well, what role did you play? When things went badly, can you explain why? Do you know how if other students felt the same as you?  Why or why not? 
	Being in this situation was not the ideal plan I had in mind. It was negative as I felt like I struggled because I missed Week 3 which had a significant impact on my understanding of the topic, which led me to writing the answer incorrectly. I recalled that the one week I had missed, the tutor had covered different note-taking styles and because I did not attend that session and missed out on learning what was taught, it had affected me deeply when the 12 mark was to take diagrammatic notes from a short text to which I did not even know what that had meant or what that method consisted of. Although, I could have avoided this by going back and revising, watching the recording of the lesson I missed. I strongly believe this caused a huge loss of marks as I did not understand the real meaning behind the question and just wrote and guessed to the best of my ability, to which I know I bullet pointed and showed I knew nothing about what the question required of me.

	Conclusion
(What else could you have done? Or what could you have improved? What could you do differently next time)
	Looking back, I can see how not attending that class had left me with gaps in my knowledge. After receiving feedback, from Dooshima after completing the task, who had advised me not to miss any more lessons and to revise more regularly. I understood the importance of being consistent with my learning. Her advice and the fact she had shown she cares about our education had helped me to both see how important it is to stay on top of all the material covered in lectures, but to also have a good relationship and understanding with your tutor. This is because it motivates you to come to lessons to a tutor that enjoys teaching and wants you to succeed as studying from a tutor is like having “A partner in the learning process”, Dawson, C (2014). This shows the significance of having a good tutor as its like a partnership. Bad teacher, bad results. Good teacher, good results.

	Action Plan
(Create a plan to support you in learning/ developing the skills you need to improve the situation next time)
	Moving forward, I plan to turn up to all classes and revise the areas I am not sure about, so I do not fall behind on any topics. I will try to achieve this by sleeping earlier, setting an early alarm and booking a taxi on time. Even if I miss class due to an emergency, I will revise with the resources provided and ask Dooshima for 1-1 support. This is for both me and the lecturer to understand my strong and weak points. This experience has taught me that only one missed lesson can really affect my overall understanding about a topic, and I am committed to making sure that does not happen again.
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