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The jawbone and ‘incorrupt tongue’ of St. Anthony of Padua, housed at the Basilica of St. Anthony of Padua.
            “Lord, help me that my tongue may strike like an arrow to proclaim your wonders”.
Ferdinand Martins de Bulhoes (August 15 1195-13 June 1231) more commonly known as St. Anthony of Padua, was born and baptised in Lisbon, Spain to noble parents.  He spent the first 15 years of his brief life in his paternal home; two years at St. Vincent’s, the monastery of the Canons Regular of St. Augustine, near Lisbon; nine years at Santa Cruz, in Coimbra; and about ten and a half years in the Order of the Friars Minor.[footnoteRef:1]  In 1231 he became unwell with ergotism, an illness brought on by the ingestion of fungus-contaminated rye grain causing ergot poisoning, its more commonly referred to as St. Anthony’s Fire (SAF) named after the much earlier St Anthony the Great (251-356CE) the patron saint of grave diggers and founder of Christian Monasticism.  He did not recover from his illness and later died at Poor Clare convent in Arcella, just outside the city of Padua.  So much grief was displayed at his death, and so many miracles were performed, that an ecclesiastical examination of his holiness was initiated almost immediately and culminated with his canonization within a year of his death.[footnoteRef:2]  On May 30, 1232: Pope Gregory IX, having heard of his many miracles and after hearing St. Anthony preach in Rome, entered St. Anthony into the Calendar of Saints at the Cathedral of Spoleto.[footnoteRef:3] In the Decree of Canonization Sovereign Pontiff Gregory IX says: “Having Ourselves witnessed the wonderful and holy life of blessed Anthony, the great wonder worker of the universal Church, and unwilling to withhold the honor due on earth from one whom Heaven itself has surrounded by glory, We, in virtue of the plenitude of Our apostolic authority, after having duly consulted Our brethren the Cardinals, deem it expedient to inscribe him in the calendar of saints.”[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Stoddard, C. W. (2009). St. Anthony: The Wonder Worker of Padua. TAN Books.]  [2:  Cruz, J. C. (2015). Relics: What They Are and Why They Matter. TAN Books.]  [3:  North, W. (2012). The Life and Prayers of Saint Anthony of Padua (1st ed.). CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.]  [4:  Stoddard, C. W. (2009). St. Anthony: The Wonder Worker of Padua. TAN Books.] 

St. Anthony interceded for so many in their time of need, that he is venerated as patron saint of a variety of groups: sailors, American Indians, pregnant women, barren women, elderly, fishermen, travelers, though most notably he is venerated as patron saint of lost items.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  North, W. (2012). The Life and Prayers of Saint Anthony of Padua (1st ed.). CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.
] 

The same year as his death, the construction of a basilica commenced; The Pontifical Basilica of St Anthony of Padua which is today known locally as ‘il santo’- the Basilica of San Antonio. In 1263 the Saints body was transferred to the basilica in the presence of St. Bonaventure, who was then the master general of the order, and later a bishop and cardinal.[footnoteRef:6]  On opening the shrine at this time, it was found that the body had returned to dust, but the tongue was incorrupt and of natural colour. Bonaventure found the tongue still “beautiful, fresh and ruby red” (pulcra, recens et rubicunda”).[footnoteRef:7]  St. Bonaventure exclaimed in a transport of devotion: “O blessed tongue, which always didst bless the Lord and cause others to bless Him, now does it appear plainly how highly thou wert esteemed by God!”[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Cruz, J. C. (2015). Relics: What They Are and Why They Matter. TAN Books.]  [7:  Polzonetti, P. (2014). Tartini and the Tongue of Saint Anthony. Journal of the American Musicological Society, 67(2), 429–486. https://doi.org/10.1525/jams.2014.67.2.429
]  [8:  Stoddard, C. W. (2009). St. Anthony: The Wonder Worker of Padua. TAN Books.
] 

[image: ]A second recognition took place in 1350 when the jaw and forearm of the Saint were removed for placement in reliquaries.  The Saints remains are still at the Basilica to this day in a lavishly ornamented tomb. 
                                             St Anthony's Basilica
[image: ]                                    The chapel of the relics, by the sculptor Filippo Parodi; image by Didier Descouens via Wikimedia

[image: ]In the 17th century Fillipo Parodi designed The Chapter of Relics.  In a dramatic, large central case, 24 different relics are housed.  Surrounded by elaborate gold ornamentation.  The most significant to the Basilica and religious community is the ‘Incorrupt tongue of St. Anthony’ along with his jawbone and larynx cartilage.[footnoteRef:9] The Baroque chapel also contains statues of St. Anthony, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Bonaventure, Faith, Humility, Penitence, and Charity. [9:  Basilica of St Anthony of Padua. (2012). Https://Www.Weekendnotes.Com/St-Anthonys-Basilica/. https://www.weekendnotes.com/st-anthonys-basilica/
] 

                                                                                  List of 24 relics contained in the Chapel of Relics
[image: ]The case which houses the lower jaw was commissioned in 1349 by Cardinal Guy de Boulogne-sur-Mer, who apparently experienced one of the Saints miracles: He took it to Padua the following year to solemnly organise the placing of the jaw into the reliquary.[footnoteRef:10]  The reliquary has since been embellished several times over the centuries. It now includes an enamel base mounted on three seated miniature lions, a gilded halo interspersed with angelic figures, and a sparkling tiara and necklace studded with pearls, jewels and glass cabochons.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Pilgrim-info.com. (2020, June 9). Basilica of St Anthony of Padua with Prayer to St Anthony. https://www.pilgrim-info.com/basilica-saint-anthony/
]  [11:  Hartnell, J. (2019). Medieval Bodies: Life, Death and Art in the Middle Ages (Wellcome Collection) (Main ed.). Wellcome Collection.
] 

                                                     Jaw of Saint Anthony displayed in the Basilica of Saint Anthony of Padua
[image: ][image: ] St. Anthony’s ‘in corrupted tongue’ reliquary					Map of the Basilica of St. Anthony

The elaborate gold reliquary that houses the Saints tongue can be found in the new chapel, located behind the altar and offers pilgrims a permanent exhibition of about a hundred sacred objects. Anthony’s tongue is placed at the centre of this collection-as the focal point of the whole chapel – aligned with the main alter.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Polzonetti, P. (2014). Tartini and the Tongue of Saint Anthony. Journal of the American Musicological Society, 67(2), 429–486. https://doi.org/10.1525/jams.2014.67.2.429
] 

The 750th anniversary of St. Anthony’s death was observed in 1981 with grand celebrations, the most important of which was the opening of the sarcophagus for the first time since 1350, having obtained the permission of Pope John Paul II, the tomb was opened on the 6th of January under the watchful gaze of a pontifical delegation and distinguished church officials.[footnoteRef:13] Once inside they discovered: a large pinewood box, wrapped in four linen sheets and, over these, two highly decorated and embroidered drapes; inside the large box, a second smaller box (of pine) with two different-sized compartments and a cord with three seals running along the length of the lid; inside three bundles wrapped in crimson red silk and finely embroidered (probably belonging to a cope) and with a precious appliqué trim and each labelled with a parchment indicating the contents which were: the entire skeleton, apart from the jaw, left forearm and other minor parts; other remains, mostly reduced to dust; the tunic, made from ash-coloured wool.[footnoteRef:14] [13:  Cruz, J. C. (2015). Relics: What They Are and Why They Matter. TAN Books.
]  [14:  Pilgrim-info.com. (2020, June 9). Basilica of St Anthony of Padua with Prayer to St Anthony. https://www.pilgrim-info.com/basilica-saint-anthony/
] 

In 1995, anticipating St. Anthony’s 800th birthday, officials opened his tomb again, to take and distribute relics.  The Franciscan Friars of the Province of St. Anthony of America (in Ellicott City, MD) were given a relic and reliquary that contained, along with 13 original paintings marking significant points in the saint’s life, by the Friars of the Province of St. Anthony in Padua.  The province (where the official US shrine of St. Anthony is located since 2004) placed the relic in the chapel in a special ceremony held in 2000.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  North, W. (2012). The Life and Prayers of Saint Anthony of Padua (1st ed.). CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.
] 

He was the popular idol of all Italy, and not alone of Italy: he had wielded greater personal influence than almost any man of his time.  He was not only respected by the masses, but he was listened to with rapt attention by the representatives of all classes, from the peer to the peasant. He was loved and reverenced by all.[footnoteRef:16] Great works of art, magnificent cathedrals, symphonies and elaborate ceremonies and liturgies express the honour and gratitude of the faithful to the Saint.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Stoddard, C. W. (2009). St. Anthony: The Wonder Worker of Padua. TAN Books.
]  [17:  North, W. (2012). The Life and Prayers of Saint Anthony of Padua (1st ed.). CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform.
] 

I would now like to consider three miracles that have been attributed to St. Anthony. The first during his life, the second after his death and the third granted in more modern times:
Dumb Animals Obey the Saint
There was near the monastery of the Friars Minor, at Montpellier, a large pool filled with frogs, whose perpetual croaking greatly disturbed the saint and his community.  At last, wearied by this perpetual noise, he determined to put an end to it, and going to the pond, after blessing it, ordered the frogs to stop their croaking, which at once ceased, and the pond from that time was called St. Anthony’s Pond.  But stranger still, if a frog was taken out of this pond and placed in another, it instantly recovered its power of croaking, while it was just the reverse were a strange frog put into St. Anthony’s Pond.
A skull Injured
A young relative of the saint had so injured his skull through a fall that there was no hope of saving him through human means. The child was taken and placed on the altar dedicated to St. Anthony, and was so completely cured that he never suffered from any pain in his head again.
The Thread in the Water
August 6, 1880.
A poor woman, a tertiary of St. Francis was dragging a small cask laden with thread up a steep hill, when it accidentally upset, and the whole of its contents rolled into the Agerflusse, a stream in upper Austria.  As the thread was her sole means of earning a living, she naturally greatly distressed, and at once promised to make a novena to St. Anthony, being certain he would assist her.  The following week, as she was passing by the same spot, a workman who was hauling some logs of wood out of the water caught hold of the sack of thread.  On the sack being opened, the thread was found non the worse for having been a week in the water.
These are just three miracles, of over a hundred that appear in the 1899 book by Joseph A. Keller Miracles of Saint Anthony of Padua.
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