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Introduction 
From birth to 7 years, reading and storytelling continually promotes children’s imagination, language, communication and overall brain development (Raising Children Network, 2023). Children should read or be read to in and out of their learning environment. GOV.UK (No Date) suggests that by allowing children the experience of reading can broaden their knowledge of the language and solidify their word and sound recognition. Niklas, Cohrssen and Tayler (2016) discusses that within the first three years of life, children’s literacy skills are at their most critical and through communicating and reading with children can support their language and literacy skills. Additionally, reading allows them to hear key sounds needed to form words, while also introducing colours, numbers and shapes, which supports their development as they are growing and developing (Nemours Children’s Health, 2023). Book Trust (2024) suggests that by providing children with storytelling and reading opportunities can support their understanding of the world around them, while developing their personal, social and emotional development and enhancing their well-being. Emotions are an important part for stories, as they allow children to engage with the characters and how they are feeling. Digital competency is becoming widely used throughout the early years in many ways, one way is for storytelling and supporting literacy and can also be used for supporting literacy without realising. Technology is used daily within early years settings, for example the CTouch and ipads, these are often used for independent learning in the morning while using Reading Eggs or Maths Seeds. Technology can also be used for telling stories to children, for example finding the animated story of ‘Stick Man’ on youtube or BBC iplayer (Cambridge University, 2024). 
Writing 
Welsh Government (2019) indicates that effective communication skills, both written and spoken is a vital skill for all to have. Children should be provided a range of opportunities to support development of language, literacy and communication AoLE, where the opportunities allow for them to explore and interact with new ideas gaining an understanding of the language and how to use the language to express themselves, either spoken or written. In addition to Book Trust (2024) suggesting that storytelling is essential for supporting children’s personal, emotional and social development. Welsh Government (2019b) put forward similar information. For example, allowing children to explore literature, whether it is reading or creating their own literature gives them opportunities to engage with their own interests, imagination and emotions. Welsh Government (2019c) identifies that not all children with the classroom may progress at the same rate, however, this can also be due to a child having additional learning needs, for example, global delay, language delay, autism or dyslexia. The children are supported with their own individual learning plan to help support their needs. Furthermore, Welsh Government (2019c) encourage that before any child with additional learning needs should write, they must develop a sound understanding of the initial first language to then progress to writing at their own pace. 
Adults play an important role in children’s writing, they provide opportunities that encourage children to explore writing, while also exploring ways that encourages willingness to write when it is not an initial interest. Foundation Years (2011) discusses the stages of writing and how key it is that the adult supports a child’s writing from the earliest stages of writing which is mark making. This is where children draw squiggles or lines, the role of the adult here is to support the child and provide positive feedback to further encourage the child to mark make more often. The adult can also model ways in which we write, or mark make, by giving the children examples can support them to learn, for example when they are at the right stage children learn letter formations. It is often that children will be given their name to learn first, so, the adult will provide the child with a template using the correct formation. This can often be produced using Microsoft word and the HFW cursive font, this would then be printed and laminated, and the children will practice it daily (Birth to 5 Matters, 2021). 
Reading
National Literacy Trust (2020) provides data that allows readers to understand how often children are read to by an adult; the statistics are 45% of 0–2-year-olds are read to daily or every other day. The percentage increases to 58% of 3–4-year-olds are read to daily, or every other day, parents and carers suggest that this was as they wanted their children to be ready and have an understanding of reading when they started school. However, once their children had started school the amount that parents read to their children significantly dropped to 44%. It is believed that the statistics dropped due to children reading on a daily basis while in school. Book Trust (2024) expresses that children receive high amount of stimulation through playing, talking, reading, speaking, being spoken to, being read to or even singing songs with an adult. By giving children opportunities to do take part in these activities allows for development in areas of development, such as cognitive, social, emotional and physical growth and development. 
Department for Education (2022) provides guidance for parents to support their children to read. The guidance entails the importance of children reading, including the importance of the adult reading to their children. This agrees with Book Trust (2024) as it states that by reading to children for a small amount of time each day can support their wellbeing and development of their imagination, in addition to the overall educational benefits that reading to children possesses. 
Nazurty, R. et al. (2019) states that there are three stages of reading, these are; Stage one – Pre-reading stage, Stage two – While-reading stage and stage three – Post reading. Each of these stages indicates different experiences that children will have while reading per stage. For example, Stage two – While-reading children should be able to use the pictures in their book to help them breakdown new and unfamiliar words, look for answers to questions within the story or text, use their initial sound, diagraph and trigraph knowledge to support decoding words and eventually reading independently without support unless needed. 
Children’s reading can be supported through online resources in addition to physical reading resources provided by educators and parents. An example of an online reading resource is Reading Eggs, this is a paid online resource that is provided by a child’s school and used to support children’s language development. The children are started with a reading test that places them to their appropriate reading and language understanding level, once the test is completed it places the children where they need to be and supports the children’s language development through alphabet games and songs, learning letters and sounds through phonic awareness activities (Reading Eggs, 2024). 
It is key that children experience reading not only in school, but also at home is essential however, there can be barriers that prevents children from experiencing reading or being read to at home. Preece and Levy (2020) interviewed parents and complied the information that was found, their finding suggest that children often are not read to as it is not an enjoyment for the parent. This could be due to the parent not experiencing being read to as a child, or additionally they have experienced a time where reading to their child was not an enjoyable experience. The unenjoyable experience was suggested to have been due to a child being overly fussy and not listening, receiving a negative response to the story that had been read. Additionally, a child in the setting whose first language is not English will have a language barrier at home, which means that books that the child is sent home from school with is not accessible to their parents as it is a language that they may be learning themselves (Preece and Levy, 2020). 
Oracy
Communication is a key life skill for everyone, it allows for people to communicate, listen and understand one another. However, research from Buczko (2020) suggests that if a child is struggling with their oracy development by the age of 5 years old that they may achieve a lower then expected grade in English by the time they turn 11 years old. Furthermore, children who have lower than expected oracy skills are twice as likely to be unemployed by the age of 34 in comparison to children who have further advanced literacy skills. 
The development of children’s oracy is a process that is linked to the stages of development, where overtime they develop their knowledge and understanding of the language that they use. Bronfenbrenner (1979) theory on Ecological Systems discusses ways in which the quality of the child’s environment can impact the overall development of the child. The microsystem that surrounds the child are the ones who spend the most time with the child, for example initial family, friends and school. However, from birth to two years old this is more so the family of the child where they have the responsibility to support the development of the child’s senses and initial language and understanding of the world around them. The close family of the child play an important role in providing the child with opportunities such as reading, playing, singing and being spoken to on a regular basis. Ewing ., et al (2022) suggests that Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) Ecological Systems theory is “like a set of Russian nesting dolls”, this is as the child is at the centre and each nest doll that is added is the next layer the surrounds and support the child and their holistic development. The Hanen Centre (2016) states it is often that children can fall behind their peers with their language development if they are not supported from an early age, this can additionally impact the mental health of the child. This is supported by Speech and Language UK (No Date), this is as they suggest that there is a significant link between speech and language delays and mental health difficulties, which can further lead to behavioural issues throughout their time in school as a way coping with themselves struggling. According to Hibbin (2016), while storytelling is beneficial to children’s development of literacy, it also benefits children’s emotional development. It allows for children to develop and enhance their self-expression, understanding of emotions, ability of speaking and listening, including relating to characters within the stories they hear. The use of rhyme is often found in storybooks, for example the Julia Donaldson book, they all have an element of rhyme. Welsh Government (2015) identifies that children between the age of six to 12 months old begin to benefit from hearing rhyme, whether it is through storybook or songs, this is as it becomes beneficial to their language development. To incorporate digital competency into oracy development children are often introduced to digital tools, for example reading eggs and dance mat typing are resources that can be used to support oracy. Reading Eggs supports learning through online games, songs and quizzes that support reading and oracy development, this is an app that school can provide logins for (Reading Eggs, 2024). Also, Dance Mat Typing which is a BBC programme that supports children to learn how to type and use computers or ipads while also supporting oracy through typing words and sentences (BBC Bitesize, 2024). 
CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, storytelling plays a large role in the development of reading, writing and oracy in children, and in addition to these three areas a child’s emotional and cognitive development. Storytelling allows children to explore and learn about their emotions, meaning that they can understand the emotions of characters throughout the stories they listen to. It is vital that children are provided opportunities to be read to by a family member continually from birth, in addition to reading and being read to in school as it can support their development in many ways. The resources that have been used throughout this piece of writing have been informative and supportive links have been made between some resources. Further research into this topic has allowed for a larger understanding to be developed throughout. 
Throughout this assignment, I can confirm that I have not used any forms of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to help write my assignment. 
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