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[bookmark: _Toc130832728]Abstract

Despite a great deal of academic literature surrounding domestic abuse in general, it is fair to suggest that most of the research doesn’t focus on the abuse which takes place in Cardiff alone and it doesn’t question whether the Crown Prosecution Service does enough to tackle it.
The aim of this dissertation was to explore whether domestic abuse is more prevalent in the Cardiff locality compared to other South Wales areas, as well as the Crown Prosecution Services robustness in dealing with the problem that is presented to them. 
The researcher carried out an in-depth critical analysis of relevant and existing academic literature surrounding the topic of Domestic Abuse as a whole. The researcher then conducted their own primary research in the form of questionnaires to gather quantitative data, which was then compared to the secondary data to see if any themes emerged. 
The findings from this project were then documented, and as a result, recommendations were made to assist in potential area where domestic abuse can be targeted by officers and how the Crown Prosecution Service can do more to tackle the issue. It is hoped that these recommendations may help to lower domestic abuse rates in the Cardiff locality and as a whole throughout the United Kingdom.        
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1. [bookmark: _Toc107223094][bookmark: _Toc130832729]Chapter One	
1.1. [bookmark: _Toc130832730]Introduction

Domestic Violence also known as domestic abuse is described by the United Nations (2022) as a pattern of behaviour to gain control over an intimate partner and abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional, economic, or actions that influence another person. However, in UK law, domestic abuse is described as being any incident of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between persons over the age of 16 that are or have been intimate partners or are immediate family members and it doesn’t matter of gender or sexuality (South Wales Police, 2022).  
This topic has been chosen as Domestic Violence related Crime is shown to be on the increase in recent years. With the latest review on Domestic Violence being published in November 2021 showing a rise in police recording figures in England and Wales by 6% on the previous year (Office for National Statistics, 2021a). In addition to this, the writer of this paper is currently a patrol officer, who deals with high levels of domestic abuse cases which make up a majority of their workload and personally believes they have seen this rise in cases since they have been in the role. They believe the large amount of experience they have dealing with DV related incidents will put them in good stead to deliver a well-informed project in this subject area. 
The research of DV Crime will be focussed on the Cardiff Area as this will allow best use of research surveys through the police and it will be the best approach to bridge that gap in research that’s already been conducted. It has been noticed by the writer that there are irregularities in the Crown Prosecution Services charging data in regards to domestic abuse, and the writer would like to address these irregularities in this project. 

1.2. [bookmark: _Toc130832731]Summary of Research Objectives

•	How frequent is Domestic Violence related Crime in the Cardiff Area?
•	Is Domestic Violence related crime in the Cardiff Area more prevalent compared to other South Wales Police areas?
•	What is the correlation between the decrease in CPS charging of Domestic Violence cases and apparent increase of Domestic Violence incidents?
•	Is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle Domestic Violence Crime?

1.3. Background / Literature Review

Domestic abuse, also known as domestic violence, is a pattern of behaviour used by one person in an intimate or family relationship to control and exert power over another (Woman’s Aid, 2022).  Physical doesn’t always involve physical abuse and often comes in the form of emotional, psychological, or financial abuse as well (Victim Support, 2022). It is important to recognise that domestic abuse can affect anyone, regardless of gender, age, race, or social class. It is a serious and widespread problem that affects millions of people around the world.
Domestic abuse is, sadly, a widespread issue in the United Kingdom. Domestic abuse was experienced by an estimated 2.3 million adults aged 16 to 74 years in the year that ended in March 2020, according to the Office for National Statistics (Office for National Statistics, 2020). This means that roughly one in every twenty adults experienced some form of domestic abuse that year. 
Domestic violence appears to have increased in the United Kingdom during the COVID-19 pandemic. There was a significant increase in calls to domestic abuse hotlines and police reports during the lockdown periods in 2020 (Moore et, al. 2021). Furthermore, domestic abuse organisations such as Refuge, Women's Aid, and the National Domestic Abuse Helpline have reported an increase in demand for their services since the outbreak (Refuge, 2021).
It is important to note that these figures may not accurately reflect the scope of domestic abuse because not all victims report incidents to the police or other authorities (Ariel and Bland, 2019).   Furthermore, the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdowns may have increased domestic abuse cases due to increased tensions and difficulties in obtaining help (Moore et, al. 2021).
In research to date, an anomaly in statistics data which shows a decrease of CPS charging on DV crimes in the third successive year with charging at 70% in March 2021 down from 76% in March 2018 (Office for National Statistics, 2021a). This is odd as all other data suggests that DV incidents are on the rise with demand on domestic abuse helplines being up, and police recording of DV incidents also on the rise (Office for National Statistics, 2021). This question makes for a good discussion point and will grant the writer access to plenty of statistic data. Due to this anomaly in the data which has been described above, a deeper understanding is necessary of why the CPS is charging less for DV cases and if the data which is shown is an accurate representation of what’s happening with domestic abuse cases. 



2. [bookmark: _Toc130832732]Chapter Two: Literature Review

2.1. [bookmark: _Toc130832733] Introduction

Domestic violence, as mentioned in the previous chapter, remains a major issue in the United Kingdom. Domestic crimes appear to be on the rise in recent years, according to statistical data (Office for National Statistics, 2021), and the writer of this paper believes that domestic violence incidents consume the majority of their work schedule. According to preliminary research in this topic, there appears to be an anomaly in data showing a drop in charging of domestic related crime (Office for National Statistics, 2021), despite data representing an increase in domestic crime.

2.2. [bookmark: _Toc130832734]Chapter Objectives

The goal of this chapter will be to identify and analyse existing research in this area in order to determine current patterns in domestic violence, ascertain and comprehend reporting statistics of domestic violence-related crimes, and attempt to identify a correlation between CPS charging data and current levels of domestic violence.

2.3. [bookmark: _Toc130832735]Discussion

Domestic abuse is defined as a single incidence or series of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, demeaning, violent, or sexually violent behaviour, typically committed by a current or former spouse, but also by a family member or caretaker (Woman’s Aid, 2022). However, current UK law describes domestic abuse as any instance of abusive, violent, or coercive behaviour between people 16 years of age or older who are or have been intimate partners or family members, regardless of their gender or sexual orientation (South Wales Police, 2022). The prior distinction between both descriptions of domestic abuse is being made due to the minimum age requirement for it to be classed as a domestic abuse incident. In UK law, the minimum age for an incident to be classed as domestic abuse, all involved parties need to meet that age requirement. This distinction is being made due to offences being reported in family environments, I.e. a father may assault a son that’s under the age 16, this wouldn’t then come under the classification of domestic abuse, instead, it could come under the classification of child abuse. 
Although the phrase "domestic abuse" is not used to describe a single crime, it can be used to describe a variety of crimes committed within the home (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022a). Physical, sexual, financial, coercive control, gaslighting or emotional abuse, digital or online abuse, so-called "honour-based" violence, forced marriage, and female genital mutilation (FGM) are some of the different ways that domestic abuse can manifest (Victim Support, 2022). The United Nations (1993) recognises that violence against women is a manifestation of historically uneven power relations between men and women and that it is a violation of their internationally recognised human rights and has no place in modern society. According to estimates, domestic violence in the UK results in an average of two women and 30 men being murdered each week (Living without fear, 2022, and Criminal Justice Joint Inspection, 2004).
In the year ending in March 2021, studies by the Office for National Statistics (2021a) showed that out of all crime recorded in the UK, the total of which that were domestic related were 845,734 which shows an increase in 6% on the previous year and represents 18% of all recorded crime. In the year ending in March 2020, this figure was up 9% in the year ending in March 2019 (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Again, this showed an increase of 24% on the previous year to that (Office for National Statistics, 2019) and 23% on the year ending before that (Officer for National Statistics, 2018). According to the British Crime Survey, one in three women will experience domestic abuse at some point in their lives, and one in five women will be victims of sexual assault (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, n.d). Despite the fact that men can also be impacted by these forms of abuse and violence, women continue to be disproportionately affected in terms of incidence and severity (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, n.d). This information shows that the focus of domestic violence is still on females which suggest that females still need the extra support moving forward. 
This data demonstrates a pattern where domestic abuse reports have increased for four years running. However, it's not enough to merely state that the aforementioned statistics demonstrate an increase in domestic abuse instances in the UK. As described by Ariel and Bland (2019), opposed to the argument for interpreting an arithmetic rise as a "real" change in crime volume, the increase can be explained by other arguments, such as changes in crime definitions, crime reporting patterns, or crime-recording procedure. It is also suggested that the true volume of crime perpetrated in society is not captured by any contemporary crime data recording (Ariel and Bland, 2019). It is also suggested that it is difficult to understand how findings generated from analysis of police data might be changed due to the lack of knowledge regarding reporting trends (Baumer and Lauritsen, 2010). Police reporting trends is a little researched topic and there is little evidence to back up how people report crimes. Police reporting trends also relies on the crimes that are actually reported, as a lot of crimes also do not get reported.
To combat these irregularities, the Home Office Counting Rules (HOCR) 1998 and National Crime recording standards (NCRS) 2002 were created to control crime classification processes in order to improve the reliability, or consistency of recording between Welsh and English Police Forces (Ariel and Bland, 2019). Additionally, they aimed to create a victim-focused approach to crime statistics, often known as the "one victim, one crime" policy, in which each victim of a criminal act received a unique crime record which led to a rise in recorded crime (Ariel and Bland, 2019).
As covered by the Office for National Statistics (2021b), it summarises that the rise in domestic abuse statistics may be partially attributed to improvements in offence-recording procedures across the board in the police force as well as an increase in the number of occurrences involving domestic violence that are brought to their attention.
Domestic violence incidences may be caused by an increase in causes after the Covid-19 Pandemic, which started in 2020. Since the start of the pandemic, there has been a wide range of literature examining the effects of Covid-19 and the links it has to an increase of domestic violence. Bradbury-Jones and Isham (2020) describe it as being the pandemic paradox, with evidence from countries around the world reporting an influx in domestic violence cases.  The fact that families and partners have been compelled to stay at home together because of the epidemic has raised serious concerns, making it challenging for those who have experienced this kind of abuse to leave their homes. According to research, one of the most common strategies employed by abusers to cut off victims' access to their support systems is social isolation (Coohey, 2007). Reports about domestic abuse incidents rose by 25% in the UK after a week of the implementation of tight social isolation and lockout measures at the start of 2020 (Sharma and Borah, 2020). South Wales-based research revealed that while the number of Police referrals did not significantly increase during the first Covid lockdown, a greater percentage of those referrals were classified as "high risk" at that time (Moore et, al. 2021). According to this research, not much more abuse incidents occurred than they otherwise would have outside of lockdown, but the severity of the offences was higher due to the increased risk. However, following the previous data, despite identical data from June 2020 suggesting that just 38% of domestic abuse charities and organisations indicated a rise in demand during the first lockdown period, a subsequent professional poll found that 9 out of 10 providers of domestic abuse support services reported increasing demand (Moore et, al. 2021). Lockdown can exacerbate pre-existing abusive relationship behaviours, despite the fact that it does not inherently create domestic abuse. Children will be exposed to and, in some circumstances, experience domestic abuse as a result of the isolation that abusive partners place on women across the nation (Refuge, 2020). 
In South Wales between 2012 and 2013, there were a total of 27,537 domestic abuse incidents, 6,588 domestic abuse crimes and around a third of all violence with injury crime was domestic abuse related (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2017). It shows that there is a serious problem with domestic violence. However, there is no proof that domestic violence is a bigger issue in the Cardiff area than it is in other UK regions. There is a correlation between places of hardship and the occurrence of domestic abuse, with the South Wales Police's coverage area including 63 of Wales' 100 most impoverished districts (Police and Crime Commissioner South Wales, 2017). It is recognised by the Welsh Government (2019) that the Cardiff area includes some of those poorest communities, suggesting that there may be a connection between these two factors and an increase in domestic violence incidents there.
Both a cause and a result of domestic abuse, poverty makes women less able to escape abusive situations earlier and makes them poorer after leaving the relationship (Child Poverty Action Group, 2022). The likelihood of domestic violence for women in low-income households is thought to be 3.5 times higher than for women in marginally better-off households (Child Poverty Action Group, 2022). Due to social and economic structures, there is evidence to support the idea that poverty is a direct cause of gender inequality in women. (Bennett and Daly, 2014) This is consistent with earlier data showing women in places of heightened poverty are more likely to become victims of domestic violence. Bennett and Daly (2014) drew attention to gender disparities in poverty susceptibility, particularly recurring poverty. Following divorce or separation, women are more likely to experience income loss and an increase in debts, some of which may become long-term (Bennett and Daly, 2014). Domestic violence is significantly associated with household income in the UK, according to data analysis from the British Crime Survey (now the Crime Survey of England and Wales), with women and men living in poor and financially unstable households more likely to experience domestic violence than those living in better-off households (Towers, 2015).
The sixth edition of the Crown Prosecutions Director's Guidance on Charging, Annex 1, states that the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), not the police, is responsible for deciding whether to charge any offences involving domestic abuse (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). The investigation of any claimed crime is the responsibility of the police and other investigators, who also must decide how to use their resources (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2018).  In other words, the police are first charged with gathering evidence in connection with the reported offence, but they are also expected to present that evidence to the CPS once they have completed their investigation so that the CPS can decide whether to make a charging decision. To make it clear, the CPS's role is to determine if it is appropriate to bring charges for the criminal court to consider, not to determine whether a person has committed a criminal offence (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2018).
The CPS charging rate has increased from 72.6% to 77.2% according to study of CPS domestic abuse data for the year ending June 2022 in England and Wales, but the successful conviction rate has decreased by 4.2%, from 10,439 to 10,002 cases (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022b). Victim disengagement from the criminal justice system continues to be a major barrier to effective convictions for domestic abuse (Porter 2019). Therefore, whenever the victim states their desire to not support a case, prosecutors frequently have to decide how to continue, if that be by a victimless prosecution or to no further action the case (Porter, 2019). However, all domestic abuse prosecutions should have an evidence-led approach, according to the CPS's Domestic Abuse Guidelines for Prosecutors - the initial goal should be to develop cases in which the prosecution does not need to rely on the victim (HMCPSI and HMICFRS, 2020). This enables police to proceed with the prosecution without support of the victim if they determine that the risk to the victim is severe enough or that the criminal is a repeat offender in particular circumstances. The prosecutor should carefully assess whether summoning a victim would be appropriate and should always consider if the victim's safety would be at risk from the case moving on without their support; a victim should not be put in further danger through this course of action (The Crown Prosecution Service 2022a). However, there is research suggesting that CPS prosecutors routinely rely on victim summons (Porter, 2019). Interests of the state and prosecutor are viewed as being equivalent to those of the victim because, in the end, the government's correctional policies should benefit both the public and the offender (Bottoms and Roberts, 2010). The court system created laws like protection orders, obligatory arrest, and no-drop prosecution in an effort to punish domestic abusers and protect victims, in part because of the grassroots social change work of feminist activists (Nichols, 2014).
When the victim is no longer supportive in DA cases, prosecutors may employ one of three strategies. First, the prosecution may be discontinued at the victim's request; second, it may proceed regardless of the woman's request or whether her personal interests are best served by that course; or third, prosecutors may consider various factors to determine whether either course would best serve the woman's safety and/or sense of autonomy (Porter, 2019). While there is a tendency to prosecute, according to current CPS guidelines for prosecutors, prosecutors must consider the practical, personal, and safety factors mentioned in the victim's retraction statement and included in the police "risk assessment" before determining how to proceed (Porter, 2019).
According to research, the recent digitization of CPS case files and the subsequent removal of the "paper file" were intended to modernise and streamline procedures in line with managerialism's core principles, with cost- and time-efficiency being of utmost importance, thereby increasing worker productivity (Porter, 2019). According to research, prosecutors reported feeling more pressure to finish their daily job lists fast after learning that bosses are now keeping track of the amount of work they are doing (Porter, 2019). Prosecutors are under time constraints due to digital working, which may affect how thoroughly the task is done (Porter, 2019). The bulk of UK services, including the CPS, have seen financial reductions in recent years. The CPS's budget was reduced by £185 million between 2009 and 2015 (Hansard, 2017). The pressure prosecutors felt to complete their work quickly was unquestionably a result of budget constraints, according to the prosecutors who were questioned (Porter, 2019). There is a likelihood that due to these pressures and budget constraints, CPS solicitors may be less likely inclined to provide the quality of service that may be expected from victims of crime and to also no further action cases in efforts to shorten workload demand. 


2.4. [bookmark: _Toc130832736] Chapter Conclusion

Based on a study of recent literature in the fields related to the subject. There are observable research gaps that can still be taken advantage of. For instance, there are gaps in the information about DV incidents in Cardiff. The extent of domestic violence abuse in the Cardiff area does not appear to be adequately documented or supported by data. Additionally, the CPS DV case processing data of cases that originate in the Cardiff area are not supported by any data, presenting a potential area for future research. This chapter has identified current patterns and trends in domestic violence statists as well as reasons in which recorded domestic violence levels are now higher in recent years. The research that’s been conducted has also identified some reasons why successful prosecutions in domestic violence crimes have dropped over recent years.



3. [bookmark: _Toc130832737]Chapter Three: Research Methodology

3.1. [bookmark: _Toc130832738]Introduction

This Chapter will outline the ways that research will be conducted to answer the question; What is the extent of Domestic Violence Related Crime in the Cardiff Area and is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle this? Prior research shows that there is a high proportion of Domestic Violence within the Cardiff locality and that it may be a higher concentration within poorer communities. As highlighted in the previous chapter, Cardiff contains a high percentage of poor communities, higher than most parts of Wales. Previous chapters have also pointed out that there are visible discrepancies where between CPS charging data and the apparent rise in domestic abuse cases over time. 

3.2. [bookmark: _Toc130832739]Research Approach

The research aim of the above question is what is called explanatory in nature which will aim to seek out the views of the chosen samples and has an opportunity to examine statistical data as well as the samples perception of what they think. In the explanatory design, a researcher first gathers quantitative data and then qualitative data, which are utilised to help summarise each of the data types in the intermediate stage of the study (Ivankova et al, 2006, p. 5). This applies to the research being conducted, as the research will include a combination of multiple-choice questions and an opportunity for participants to explain their answer.
Explanatory questions are typically open-ended and may necessitate more in-depth research and analysis to answer; they frequently involve the search for causes, correlations, or patterns that can shed light on the phenomenon under investigation (Sukamolson, 2007). The question raised in this project is open-ended because it cannot be answered with a yes or no answer and requires an in-depth analysis. 

3.3. [bookmark: _Toc130832740]Strategy

The methodological approach which will be undertaken in order to answer the above question will be mostly a mixed method approach. In a research study, mixed methods refer to the blending or integration of qualitative and quantitative research and data (Creswell, 2014, p 43). The research will be undertaken by the design of questionnaires that will be submitted to police personnel. The questionnaire will be made up in the range of 15 – 20 questions. The reason for this is that it will allow for participants who deal with subject area and who have the most knowledge around the subject area to have an opportunity to provide feedback. This should allow for reasonably reliable data. The questionnaires are hoping to reach a sample size of between 30 and 100 people in hopes to get a good range of feedback and views on the matter. Questionnaires are a group of standardized questions, also referred to as items, that adhere to a predetermined format in order to gather individual data regarding one or more particular themes (Trobia, 2008). The design of this questionnaire will follow in line with this and make up a set of approximately 15 – 20 questions keeping to the theme of the question that has been raised. 

3.4. [bookmark: _Toc130832741]Questionnaire choice

The research will make up mainly of primary research data due to the use of questionaries. Primary data are those that are gathered specifically for the study subject at hand using methods that work best for that research problem (Hox & Boeije, 2005). A survey involves interviewing a sizable, representative sample of a clearly defined target group, asking a sizable number of standardised questions, and coding the replies according to established answer categories (Hox & Boeije, 2005). 
The way in which the questionnaire is planned to be presented will provide a mix of open ended and closed questions with many of the questions giving a tick box selection of answer, but also allowing the sample to add a comment to share their views. In general, open questions are preferable to closed questions because they encourage the respondent to provide more thorough and deliberate answers. Open-ended inquiries promote more imagination, analytical thinking, and introspection. On the other hand, closed questions are made to limit the response to a single option, typically a yes or a no or a brief factual statement. They don't offer much information and dissuade in-depth discussion or investigation of a topic. A mix of both is often known as Intermethod Mixing. The most accurate and comprehensive representation of the phenomenon under research is frequently obtained by Intermethod Mixing, which is performed by concurrently or sequentially combining two or more methods (Johnson & Turner, 2003, p298 - 299). All the questions have been developed based on the target participants.  
The reason that questionnaires will be used as the main research method is that it’s a simple way in order the reach a high number of target samples and allow them to give a detailed view on their thoughts of the questions asked if they so wish.  Positive aspects of employing questionnaires include their low time and cost, ease of gathering information rapidly from a large number of people, flexibility in terms of when respondents complete the questionnaire, ease of results analysis, and complete anonymity for respondents (Gillham, 2007, p 5 - 6).  However, there are also negative points that should be observed when relying on Surveys alone some of these are that they are frequently filled in a hasty and casual manner; factual accuracy cannot be expected; there may be problems with the samples' motivation; and misinterpretations cannot be clarified (Gillham, 2007, p 5 - 6).

3.5. [bookmark: _Toc130832742]Ethical Issues

When conducting research surveys, there are a few ethical issues that might be brought up. A survey can be conducted unethically in a number of ways, including not maintaining the confidentiality of the replies, failing to obtain informed consent from the sample population before using their information, and failing to separate personally identifiable information (Amaresan, 2021). The ethical concerns for this research very low with the target samples as the targets will be police employees. All questionaries will be submitted anonymously. All participants will be asked if they consent to their data being used in the project. If the any of the participants do not provide their consent, their answers will not be counted in the research. The questions will be in a format that focusses the responses on being focused on the participants job, rather than the participants personal life. All participants will also be in the working environment which means they should all be adults reducing any ethical issues. 

3.6. [bookmark: _Toc130832743]Validity

The questions raised in the questionnaire need to meet a high level of validity. Items which assess the validity of the questionnaire can be summarised as by if the questions are straightforward and covered all the relevant problem areas (Tsang et al, 2017). By examining whether a questionnaire assesses the things it claims to be measuring, its validity can be ascertained (Tsang et al, 2017). Questions raised in the questionnaire will need to stay relevant to the project area and made sure not to ask random questions outside of the topic.


4. [bookmark: _Toc130832744]Chapter Four: Analysis of Results

4.1. [bookmark: _Toc130832745]Introduction

In the previous chapter, it explained the research methods and methodology. This chapter will now examine the and establish what the extent of domestic abuse within the Cardiff locality and views of operational police officers to establish if they believe the CPS are taking a strong enough approach to deal with it. 
As highlighted in the previous chapter, the research that will has been conducted consists of mainly a mixed method approach. Research has been carried out primarily by a survey. The survey as stated in the previous chapter consists of the blending of qualitive and quantitative research questions. All questions in the survey start as a multiple-choice question, some questions then give the participants the choice to expand on their answer and make a comment regarding their answer.
The way the questionnaire is designed makes it an easy process for operational police officers who have little time in their roles to answer the questionnaire. If the participants feel as if they don’t want, or don’t have the time to make a personalised comment to answer the questions put to them, they can simply not make a comment and skip to the next question.
The methodological approach that was taken with this survey also allows the main research aim of the paper to be met whilst also allowing a more complex answer which can’t be obtained from a simple multiple choice questions. 

4.2. [bookmark: _Toc130832746]Data Analysis

Data analysis is described as the process of using data to extract relevant information, organise data, and to find patterns in data that can be used to guide informed decisions (Coursera, 2022). The data analysis in the following paragraphs will seek to address the questions that have been raised in the previous chapters. The data was collected through the website Smart Survey and will be analysed and organised into pie charts for easy and simple viewing.

4.3. [bookmark: _Toc130832747]Questionnaire: Extent of Domestic Abuse within the Cardiff Locality.

A total of 38 responses were made to the survey that had been sent out. The survey was submitted to approximately 110 police officers across the Cardiff locality that work in a number of different departments, these departments included, Response, CID (Criminal Investigation Department), RIT (Rape Investigation Team), HUB (Department which progresses volume crime investigations) and RPU (Roads Policing Unit). All participants worked are currently working in operational policing roles and are a mix of Police Constables, Detective Constables and Sergeants. As stated in the previous chapter, a higher response rate was hoped for, around the margin of 40 – 100 responses, however, the lower completion rate could be down to high workload officers are carrying and not having the time to complete the survey, annual leave, retractions from shift.
4.4. [bookmark: _Toc130832748]Questions

[bookmark: _Hlk125975540]Participants Length of Service.
One of the first questions raised in the questionnaire was the participants length of service in the force. This was to establish the correlation between the length of service and how the participants believe domestic abuse reporting has changed over time. As shown below approximately a third of the participants have over 5 years’ service which is considered a large amount of time of service and will usually mean well informed views on the questions put to them. A majority of the participants approximately two thirds have less than five years’ experience, which can be considered not much, however, a majority of UK police forces have a majority of the workforce with small amounts of service. However, the 14 officers with two to five years’ experience can also be considered to have a good deal of experience. 
 [image: Chart, pie chart
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Particpants who play active roles in domestic abuse incidents.
One of the questions raised is ‘In your role, do you have any dealing in domestic abuse incidents’. It was established by this question that only two particpants don’t have any dealings in domestic abuse incidents. This is good, as a majority of the participants have up to date knowledge on domestic abuse incidents and are able to provide a sound knowledge to the questions raised. However, the two particpants that don’t have dealings with domestic abuse in their roles, it would be safe to presume at an earlier point in their career they had and still have valuable knowledge to share on their experiances. 
[image: Diagram
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How often do the participants deal with Domestic Abuse Incidents?
One of the questions raised is ‘How often do you deal with domestic abuse incidents in your role?’. From looking at the chart below, 63% of participants state they deal with domestic abuse every day in their role, whilst 21% suggest they deal with domestic abuse a few times a week. This would suggest that there is a large proportion of domestic abuse incidents taking place within the Cardiff Area. This data also suggests that the officers that have taken part in this questionnaire seem to have a wealth of experience in domestic abuse incidents and should have a sound knowledge to share in this project. 

[image: Chart, pie chart
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Is there a change in the amount of domestic abuse incidents throughout time?
One of the questions raised is ‘What are your thoughts about levels of domestic abuse over the time of your service?’. From the below table, out of 38 responses, no participants in the survey believed that domestic abuse cases were decreasing in any way. Only 29% of participants believed that levels remained neutral, and 71% believed that domestic abuse incidents were increasing. However, as highlighted in previous chapters, the reasoning behind this may be down to increased reporting of incidents over later years or also increased crime recording by UK police forces. This question gained 17 responses. 
One response identifies that over recent years, there are new forms of domestic abuse being identified and being brought into legislation which may be adding to an increase of offences. 
‘Increasing in such, newer forms of abuse are being identified such as Coercive control, financial abuse, emotional abuse etc and are being reported. There is more awareness amongst staff and the community of what is an abusive relationship.’
Another response identifies that there seemed to be a drop n reporting during the Covid-19 pandemic, however, since the pandemic ended, reports have returned to pre-pandemic levels.
‘There was a decrease during the pandemic and lockdowns, but since the number has returned to pre pandemic levels.’
One respondent believes that domestic abuse incidents aren’t necessarily increasing, however, the number of reports is increasing, which could be down to victims more willing to report incidents.
‘I believe the amount of domestic related incidents is increasing, however this does not necessarily mean that domestic related incidents are increasing. I believe that people are more willing to report it now than before.’
One participant believes that incidents are increasing, however, the threat levels aren’t, implying that more verbal domestics are being reported and increased reporting by third parties.
‘DV incidents are increasing BUT the treat levels are not. They are staying between common and ABH BUT are being reported more due to verbal arguments or third party.’
One participant believes that domestic violence incidents appear to be increasing and believes it could be down to the police service becoming more accessible with the addition of social media reporting and online reporting methods as well as partner agencies reporting. 
‘DV incidents appear to be increasing over the years which could be contributed to police services becoming more accessible to our communities using a variety of engagement methods (phone, email, social media, partner agencies).’
Another participant believes that police have an increased confidence by the public which is resulting in increased reports.
‘More reports possibly due to confidence in reporting to police and agencies.’
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Is domestic abuse more common in poorer communities?
As mentioned in previous chapters, the Cardiff locality contains some of the most deprived communities in Wales. The question ‘Do you believe domestic abuse levels are higher within poorer communities?’ has been raised to try and establish what officers’ views are of this. As can be seen in the below graph, the largest proportion of participants at 79% believe the poorer communities experience increased domestic abuse incidents. This question gained 15 comments. 
One participant believes that domestic abuse is not higher in poorer communities, however, believes it may be more reported within those communities instead of more wealthy communities. If this is the case, this could potentially be down to public perception, victims not wanting involvement with police and victims in wealthy communities may not want persons around them knowing the abuse.
‘I think that da is reported more within poorer communities, but not that it is higher necessarily.’
A further comment below has the same outlook as above.
’ I think that levels of DV are common in more prosperous communities however they are less likely to report it due to reputation and other persons perceptions about them and their family.’
The comment below raises a good argument for why domestic abuse may be more prevalent in those poorer communities. The below brings into factors such as ACE’s (Adverse Childhood Experiences) which may also be more prevalent in poorer communities.
‘I feel in general, persons from poorer communities are on the backfoot from the beginning. They are likely to have more ACEs than those from more affluent areas, which creates challenges all through their lives. I think those from poorer communities have less opportunities to learn and less likely to be supported by parents financially and in education. There are higher rates of crime in poorer areas and environments of this nature encourage continuous behaviour traits from generation to generation. A combination of all these things can result in higher levels of Domestic abuse.’
A further comment below makes note that Cardiff contains both a mix of affluent and impoverished areas. This participant believes that domestic abuse calls are higher in the poorer communities, however, when domestic abuse takes place in affluent areas, it can tend to be worse. 
‘We cover a financially diverse patch with some of the richest and poorest communities in Cardiff and there are domestic incidents among both communities, with the number of calls being higher/more frequent among poorer communities but when incidents are reported by richer families the abuse tends to be more severe’


[image: Chart, pie chart

Description automatically generated]

Do you think the help and support systems for domestic abuse victims is adequate?
A further question that was raised is ‘Do you think the help and support systems for domestic abuse victims is adequate?’. From the data represented below, most participants think the current support systems that are in place are adequate, however, approximately half of the participants believe its not or do not know.
One interesting response that was provided to this is the fact that a DV refuge for the woman who are working can charge as much for a placement as a monthly mortgage fee. Its pointed out that those with extra financial commitments may not be able to afford such a refuge which places them in a dangerous situation and at a disadvantage.
‘Following the DV training day, I was shocked to be informed that the opportunity for DV refuge is not funded for women who are employed and is charged to them at a weekly rate equivalent to a monthly mortgage fee - this to me does not seem fair and is not adequate protection for women in need of support who are working and have other financial commitments. This appears to be placing financial barriers to safety for these women and may not encourage them to leave abusive environments. Refuge facilities are hard to find and place people in, particularly if they have children.’
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Do you think the Crown Prosecution Service is taking a strong enough approach to convict domestic abuse aggressors?
'Do you think the Crown Prosecution Service is taking a strong enough approach to convict domestic abuse aggressors?' asks one question in the questionnaire. According to the data, the largest proportion of applicants, 61%, believe the CPS is not taking a strong enough stance. A total of only 21% believe this is not the case. This strongly suggests that the participants have little faith in the CPS's abilities regarding domestic violence.
One interesting comment that was raised for this question is that a belief that the CPS quickly no further actions a large proportion of domestic violence matters and miss out on evidence led or victimless prosecutions to protect victims. 
‘I feel the Crown Prosecution Service are very quick to NFA a lot of cases of domestic abuse when they are evidence based which leads to missed opportunities to protect victims especially when you consider how much police time goes in to creating files.’
However, another answer provided states that they believe a strong enough approach is taken, but they are limited on the victims position.
‘I believe that the CPS do take a strong enough approach to convict domestic abuse aggressors, however they are sometimes limited by victims' positions.’
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5. [bookmark: _Toc130832749]Chapter Five: Conclusions and Recommendations

5.1. [bookmark: _Toc130832750]Introduction

This chapter seeks to summarise the results of the study that has been conducted and its conclusions. To recap, the studies question is “WHAT IS THE EXTENT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RELATED CRIME IN THE CARDIFF AREA AND IS THE CROWN PROSECUTION SERVICE DOING ENOUGH TO TACKLE THIS?” This chapter's goal is to establish a connection between the research findings and the findings of the literature review and earlier studies in the topic. The analysis of qualitative data has revealed recurrent themes that closely match similar findings presented in the literature review. The study's shortcomings will be identified, along with suggestions on how to make the study better moving forward.

5.2. [bookmark: _Toc130832751]Achievement of objectives

This study project was created to meet several objectives where the author feels there is a lack of literature. These goals have been addressed in this study.
1. How frequent is Domestic Violence related Crime in the Cardiff Area?

2. Is Domestic Violence related crime in the Cardiff Area more prevalent compared to other South Wales Police areas? 

3. Is the Crown Prosecution Service doing enough to tackle Domestic Violence Crime?

These goals were accomplished by doing a thorough literature analysis with a focus on locating existing research and combining that study with qualitative research that the author conducted using a questionnaire that was distributed to operational police officers in the Cardiff area.

5.3. [bookmark: _Toc130832752]Main findings

The literature review chapter's conclusions indicate that domestic violence rates are rising across the UK. Domestic abuse cases grew by 6% in 2021, according to national statistics. It is unclear if this is due to higher crime reporting standards across all police forces, more support, assistance, and information regarding the issue, or if domestic violence is on the rise. The most likely scenario is that it is a combination of all three. It is evident from the survey given to police officers that none of them thought domestic violence was on the decline. A troubling element is that around two thirds of those participants also think that domestic abuse is on the rise.
Research has shown that there is a high prevalence of domestic violence in the Cardiff region. According to research, there may be a connection between the higher rates of domestic abuse in certain locations of Cardiff due to it containing some of South Wales poorest neighbourhoods (Welsh Government, 2019). According to research, women who live in poverty are less likely to be able to escape domestic abuse, and the prevalence of domestic abuse is believed to be three and a half times higher than in households with higher incomes (Child Poverty Action Group, 2022). Domestic violence consumes the bulk of police officers' time, which indicates that it is widespread in the Cardiff region when response statistics from operational officers are combined. An extraordinarily high percentage of participants—63% said they deal with domestic abuse every day in their jobs and 21% said it they deal with it approximately 3 times a week—was revealed.
The CPS is responsible for making the majority of charging choices when it comes to offences involving domestic violence, as was previously discussed in the literature review chapter. The police's responsibility is to look into the reported offence and provide the CPS with proof so they can decide. It is evident from an examination of the statistics in that chapter that while charge rates have increased, successful prosecution has decreased. This is a surprising occurrence because all the data point to an increase in domestic violence. It is challenging to truly grasp how accurate everything is, though. Regarding the CPS's position on domestic abuse, there are differing responses to the research questionnaire that was distributed to police personnel. The majority of participants believe that the CPS is either not doing enough or is unsure of their position on the issue. Just 20% of participants believe that the CPS is doing everything possible.

5.4. [bookmark: _Toc130832753]Recommendations / Further Research

These recommendations are based upon the answers that were provided to the research questionnaire and findings and discoveries made via that mean. It is clear from reading through the responses provided to the questionnaire that participants believe that domestic abuse is on the rise and takes up a majority of the working time, proving that it is a prominent matter. It is also suggested that Cardiff has slightly higher domestic abuse cases due to the environments that are within. It seems to also be of a popular opinion that the CPS isn’t taking a strong enough approach to curb domestic violence. The following recommendations will possibly help alleviate some of these issues.

Recommendation One: Increased education regarding domestic violence issues in lower income communities.
As it stands, research shows a link between higher rates of domestic violence and lower-income communities. Domestic abuse does occur in higher income communities; however, there appears to be a widespread belief that it occurs more frequently in poorer communities. If additional education systems can be established within these communities, domestic violence rates should decrease. Education can take place in a variety of ways, including additional education at younger ages in schools, community engagement from domestic violence charities/organizations to educate those experiencing domestic violence and demonstrate that there are ways to escape and report it.

Recommendation Two: Stronger sentencing guidelines for Crown Prosecution Service and increased victimless prosecutions.
According to the research, the CPS is not doing a good job of dealing with domestic abuse. This leads to the recommendation for stricter sentencing guidelines within the CPS, which should prevent some domestic abuse from occurring in the first place. When the perpetrators of the abuse are charged, increased sentencing should provide victims with a larger break from the abuse. As things stand, victims appear to be trapped in a cycle from which they cannot seem to break free. Increased victimless prosecutions should have a significant impact, as many domestic abuse victims do not support prosecutions. This reaction from victims traps them in an endless cycle and makes them feel powerless to change their situation.

5.5. [bookmark: _Toc130832754]Conclusion

In conclusion, the research has shown that domestic violence is very prevalent in the Cardiff area, and slightly higher than in some other communities in South Wales. Initial findings from the dissertation proposal chapter have continued to represent the same point of view throughout the project. Furthermore, the dissertation proposal chapter included research indicating that the CPS's charging rates for domestic violence have decreased in recent years. Further research has backed up this initial finding, and there is speculation that the CPS has not been taking a strong enough stance in domestic violence cases.
This project addressed the initial objectives and developed an objective approach to answering the questions raised. The project has made recommendations on how to address the issues that have been raised; however, there are still many issues concerning the topic that have not had the opportunity to be addressed within this project, which is a significant limitation. This project was created to fill gaps in the larger literature, and while those gaps have been addressed, there are still many areas where there are gaps and areas that can be researched further.
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Q6

Do you work within the Cardiff Area?
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Yes I 0737% 37
No 1 2.63% 1
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ustomise

Please select the box appropriate to your length of service?

Answer Choices Responses

0 -6 months 0.00% 0
7-12 months 1 2.63% 1
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Q8

In your role, do you have any dealing in domestic abuse incidents?
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Q9

How often do you deal with domestic abuse in your role?
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Q10

What are your thoughts about levels of domestic abuse over the time of your service?

Answer Choices Responses

Increasing ] 71.05% 27
Neutral | ] 28.95% 11
Decreasing 0.00% 0

Comments: >
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Comments:

17 THE AMOUNT OF DV CALLS APPEARS TO BE THE SAME AS WHEN | STARTED. IT
DOESNT SEEM TO BE IMPROVING.

16 MORE INCIDENTS ARE BEING REPORTED, FOR MULTIPLE REASONS

15 Feels like it is increasing, but that is likely due to officer numbers on response shifts
decreasing, so it feels like more.

14 | feel that the majority of cases | deal with are domestic abuse, furthermore it appears to

be the some offenders repeatedly committing offences, very rarely do | come across
someone's first instance of domestic abuse.

29/11/202211:26 AM
ID: & 205485634

28/11/2022 09:49 AM
ID: 205380256

27/11/2022 06:18 AM
ID: & 205336204

26/11/202217:51 PM
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Comments:

13 During my service, | have found that we deal with the same victims and subjects,
sometimes at least once a month.

12 Increasing in such, newer forms of abuse are being identified such as Coercive control,
financial abuse, emotional abuse etc and are being reported. There is more awareness
amongst staff and the community of what is an abusive relationship, with more

1 There was a decrease during the pandemic and lockdowns, but since the number has
returned to pre pandemic levels.

10 | believe the amount of domestic related incidents is increasing, however this does not
necessarily mean that domestic related incidents are increasing. | believe that people are
more willing to report it now than before.

21/11/202215:10 PM
ID: & 204556041

21/11/2022 09:48 AM
ID: & 204516471

21/11/2022 07:13 AM
ID: 204507534

21/11/2022 07:08 AM
ID: & 204507449
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Comments:

9 very balanced, although CIT needs to stop recording mal comms
8 DV has always been at a consistent level
7 DV incidents are increasing BUT the treat levels are not. They are staying between

common and ABH BUT are being reported more due to verbal arguments or third party

6 Not only are increasing the level of risk is increasing. The majority are graded as high risk
& the level of violence including strangulation is increasing.

21/11/2022 06:56 AM
ID: 204507248

21/11/2022 06:38 AM
ID: 2204507016

20/11/2022 23:00 PM
ID: 204503620

20/11/2022 21:31 PM
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DV incidents appear to be increasing over the years which could be contributed to police
services becoming more accessible to our communities using a variety of engagement
methods (phone, email, social media, partner agencies)

| would say that this doesn't necessarily mean that there is more domestic abuse
happening, but more is being reported.

Within Cardiff city centre, domestic abuse incidents are not very regular so unable to say
whether they are increasing or decreasing.

Similar levels of domestic abuse since | started

20/11/2022 19:58 PM
ID: 2204497748

20/11/202219:21 PM

ID: 2204496176

20/11/2022 18:48 PM
ID: 204494774

20/11/202217:51 PM
ID: 204492258
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More reports possibly due to confidence in reporting to police and agencies 20/11/202217:32 PM
ID: 2204491486
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Q11

Do you believe domestic abuse levels are higher within poorer communities?

Answer Choices
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I THINK THAT DA IS REPORTED MORE WITHIN POORER COMMUNITIES, BUT NOT THAT
IT IS HIGHER NECESSARILY.

I think that levels of DV are common in more prosperous communities however they are
less likely to report it due to reputation and other persons perceptions about them and
their family

UNABLE TO MANAGE THEIR EMOTIONS/REACTIONS ADEQUATELY AND BE RATIONAL

| feel in general, persons from poorer communities are on the backfoot from the
beginning. They are likely to have more ACEs than those from more affluent areas, which
creates challenges all through their lives. | think those from poorer communities have less
opportunities to learn and less likely to be supported by parents financially and in

29/11/202211:26 AM
ID: & 205485634

29/11/2022 02:36 AM

ID: & 205460577

28/11/2022 09:49 AM

ID: 205380256
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| feel in general, persons from poorer communities are on the backfoot from the
beginning. They are likely to have more ACEs than those from more affluent areas, which
creates challenges all through their lives. | think those from poorer communities have less
opportunities to learn and less likely to be supported by parents financially and in
education. There are higher rates of crime in poorer areas and environments of this nature
encourage contiunous behaviour traits from generation to generation. A combination of all
of these things can result in higher levels of Domestic abuse.

Typically speaking the majority of domestic abuse cases appear to involve persons
currently in receipt of benefits, this is certainly not the only cases however broadly
speaking this is my experience.

27/11/2022 06:18 AM
ID: & 205336204

26/11/202217:51 PM
ID: & 205324917
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10

All of the domestic incidents which | have attended have been within communities which
are considered to be 'poor'. | am yet to attend a domestic a domestic incident which has
taken place within a community which is considered to be affluent.

Alot of calls come from poorer income areas - Often repeat offenders
| do not know whether this is due to the willingness of victims to contact the police in
these areas, as opposed to more affluent areas adopting a "I DONT WANT TO WASTE

POLICE TIME" or "WE WILL DEAL WITH THIS AS A FAMILY" approach.

less affluent*

21/11/202215:10 PM
ID: & 204556041

21/11/202213:24 PM

ID: 2204541395

21/11/2022 07:13 AM

ID: 204507534
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Or at least reported more to police

Poorer communities suffer with DV due to likely being raised around violence and thinking
itis the norm. However, poorer communities are not likely to go through with prosecution
and will state nothing happened or retract their statement.

I think that DV incidents are probably more visible, reported more frequently within poorer
areas, however | also believe that there is hidden harm of unreported DV matters which
affect all classes of individuals. (In particular those within working class, higher earning
households/families, which can be underreported due to a fear of people losing their
standards of living, lifestyles they are used to)

21/11/2022 06:38 AM
ID: 2204507016

20/11/2022 23:00 PM

ID: 204503620

20/11/2022 19:58 PM
ID: 2204497748
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Domestic abuse rates are just as high in more affluent communities, the police just dont
get called as much because of the fear of police vehicles being seen in villages or outside
houses etc

Could stem from stresses due to lack of money, as well as lack of education around the
topics

We cover a financially diverse patch with some of the richest and poorest communities in
Cardiff and there are domestic incidents among both communities, with the number of
calls being higher/more frequent among poorer communities but when incidents are
reported by richer families the abuse tends to be more severe

20/11/202219:21 PM
ID: 2204496176

20/11/202217:52 PM

ID: 204492334

20/11/202217:51 PM
ID: 204492258
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Q12

On average, what percentage of the domestic abuse cases you deal with are drink/drug related?

Answer Choices Responses

0-20% [ | 5.41% 2
20 - 40% | ] 13.51% 5
40 - 60% | ] 35.14% 13
60-80% | ] 37.84% 14
80-100% || 8.11% 3
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Q13

Do you think the help and support systems for domestic abuse victims is adequate?

Answer Choices Responses

Yes | ] 50.00% 19
No | ] 34.21% 13
Don't know || 15.79% 6

Comments: a >

Answered: 38 Skipped: 0 Response Total: 38
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ADEQUATE SUPPORT WITHIN THE POLICE SERVICE HOWEVER INSUFFICENT SUPPORT
BY EXTERNAL AGENCIES

Itis difficult for me to comment on this, | appreciate that there are a lot of agencies / help
and support available however | do not know to what level victims engage with these
agencies.

We deal with the same victims a few times a year. Some victims have been coming into
contact with the police for many years, but with different aggressors.

28/11/2022 09:49 AM
ID: 205380256

26/11/202217:51 PM

ID: & 205324917

21/11/202215:10 PM
ID: & 204556041
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Following the DV training day, | was shocked to be informed that the opportunity for DV
refuge is not funded for women who are employed and is charged to them at a weekly rate
equivalent to a monthly mortgage fee - this to me does not seem fair and is not adequate
protection for women in need of support who are working and have other financial
commitments. This appears to be placing financial barriers to safety for these women and
may not encourage them to leave abusive environments. Refuge facilities are hard to find
and place people in, particularly if they have children

Although | believe there is plenty of support and help for victims of domestic abuse - | do
not believe that the majority of people actively follow advice to contact them.

I think there are plenty of services, however victims don't utilise them effectively and need
to be encouraged more into them.

21/11/2022 09:48 AM
ID: & 204516471

21/11/2022 07:13 AM
ID: 204507534

21/11/2022 06:56 AM
ID: 204507248
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Difficult question to answer as while there is support available, each case has individual
needs and often the help available may not be want the victims want.

There are a number of agencies there to support victims of domestic abuse, whether
those victims engage with the support is another matter.

The system is good with support for mental health, wellbeing and providing equipment
such as CCTV and DV alarms. Victims are not likely to use the system or if they do, still
get back with the abuser due to love or being controlled by them.

THERE IS NOT ENOUGH FUNDING IN PLACE AND | BELEIVE THE PROCESS AND POLICES
IN PLACE IN THE POLICE SERVICE AND OTHER PUBLIC SERVICES ARE OUTDATED.

21/11/2022 06:38 AM
ID: 2204507016

20/11/2022 23:30 PM
ID: 204504152

20/11/2022 23:00 PM

ID: 204503620

20/11/2022 21:36 PM
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IDVA, SUTVA & RISE we deal with regularly

States we are victim led, however people often report to police to try and remove them
and not have them arrested, however due to having to take positive action and arrest them
they often do not support this. This may mean they would be less likely to report in future.

Social services only take on approximately 4% of the domestics referred to them by police

The support does not often get used by the victims and therefore perhaps inadequate.

20/11/2022 21:31 PM
ID: 2204501219

20/11/202217:52 PM

ID: 204492334

20/11/202217:51 PM

ID: 204492258
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Yes, there is adequate support however whether it's used or not is another question.

20/11/202217:31 PM
ID: 2204491444
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Q14

Do you think the Crown Prosecution Service is taking a strong enough approach to convict
domestic abuse aggressors?

Answer Choices Responses

Yes | ] 21.05%
No | ] 60.53%
Don't know | | 18.42%

Comments: m
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I THINK THERE NEEDS TO BE MORE WILLINGNESS OF THE CPS TO GO VICTIMLESS
WHEN THE EVIDENCE IS THERE.

Stronger approach on scrutinising Police casefiles to the CPS than their approach to
convictions.

| feel the Crown Prosecution Service are very quick to NFA a lot of cases of domestic
abuse when they are evidence based which leads to missed opportunities to protect

victims especially when you consider how much police time goes in to creating files.

| believe that the CPS do take a strong enough approach to convict domestic abuse
aggressors, however they are sometimes limited by victims' positions.

No they drop the case whenever they can

29/11/202211:26 AM
ID: & 205485634
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No they drop the case whenever they can

CPS is poor when it comes to DV matters.

very few end in decent in custodial sentences. Only the most serious end up in prison. |
believe there should be harsher sentences for repeat DV agressors

CPS can only go on what is said. Not everyone wants to make a complaint or withdraw

statements half way through. Some cases, the victim and abuser are as bad as each other
which can hinder a realistic prosecution.

21/11/2022 06:56 AM
ID: 204507248

21/11/2022 06:38 AM
ID: 2204507016

20/11/2022 23:30 PM
ID: 204504152

20/11/2022 23:00 PM
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However the delays getting cases to court are still too long, often resulting in Victim's
withdrawing

Struggle to get convictions as often one word against the other

Many domestic abuse victims do not wish to make complaints and the CPS do not pursue

enough victimless matters

Very few occasions do the CPS run cases victimless when there is no support from the
victim or perhaps they are fearful of the consequences

Certainly not - many cases have strong evidence but as soon as complainant withdraws,
they take the easy option and drop the case

20/11/2022 21:31 PM
ID: 2204501219

20/11/202217:52 PM
ID: 204492334

20/11/202217:51 PM
ID: 204492258

20/11/202217:42 PM
ID: 204491883
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Q15

Is there anything you wish to add to the survey in relation to the extent of domestic abuse within
the Cardiff locality?

Responses: ‘ Hide — ‘ Text Analysis

9 No 21/11/2022 09:48 AM
ID: & 204516471

8 no 21/11/2022 06:38 AM
ID: &204507016

7 | believe that a lot of domestics we dela with are by people who have grown up in that 20/11/2022 23:30 PM
environment. They see it as learnt behaviour. There are also a lot of diverse communities in ID: & 204504152
Cardiff and the way they view DV is different to the way we view it, this is down to cultural
beliefs. That is not something that can be changed easily.
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DV incidents are sometimes over policed due to force policy. With some common assaults
such as a push or slap do not always empty the victim is in 'danger' as it may be a spur of the
moment or anger. Despite no complaint or support, policy states that positive action should
be taken and arrests made. This can force the victim into thinking they have made that
decision and can cause further issues down the line. This impacts the victim and the officers
by not respecting what the IP wants or officers discretion. More working class/ higher
classes are not always going to report DV issues due to feeling embarrassed- especially if a
male is the victim. DV is common as it ranges from a verbal argument to potential murder.

NONE

20/11/2022 23:00 PM
ID: & 204503620

20/11/2022 21:36 PM
ID: &204501399
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None - | feel SWP offers a high level of service. | see this in my role as a Hub officer every
day.

| feel that social deprivation and the current cost of living crisis can cause additional strains
on individuals and families, leading to the misuse of alcohol and drugs which is likely to see
an increase in domestic related arguments, escalating to more physical violence.

Domestic abuse rates can be higher in certain localities. Cultural, religious influence can
often put males as the hierachy and honour based violence is more prevalent in those
communities such as Butetown (Somali), Adamsdown (Arabian).

Domestic incidents are the majority on police incidents without doubt - mainly the same
couples involved with a lack of complaint

20/11/2022 21:31 PM
ID: &204501219

20/11/2022 19:58 PM

ID: & 204497748

20/11/2022 19:21 PM
ID: & 204496176
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