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Graveyard report (archaeology approach)
1. Introduction 
After recently visiting the local graveyard in Carmarthen town centre, Carmarthen St Peter’s Church SA31 1LQ. This church and graveyard dates back centuries, this is the oldest building in Carmarthen still used for its intended purpose. This stands on a 1st century gateway built by Romans to defend the original town of Moridunum. Records go back to 1107 when it was conferred by Henry I of the battle Abby in Sussex, the church then later moved to Carmarthen in 1125, however the landscape of the yards suggests there was a church older before in its place. A graveyard in terms of archaeology shows a material record of past society's, the gravestones are artefacts. This report will analyse what the date I have collected can indicate about the past beliefs on death and how religion has affected this. Then later comparing these details to a 21st century belief on death and how graveyards show us important details on past social identity. 
2. Methodologies 
When gathering research from the graveyard I used different types of research methodologies:
· Note taking 
· Photographs and sketches 
· Observations of details 
· Counting 
· Online research 

3. Description of the yard 
When looking at the graveyard from this photo we can show that the graveyard is in a circle, the church in the middle as the yard wraps around. Starting from the main entrance of the church and heading towards the left and around there are more of the older headstones dating from the 1800s. Due to the age of these they have been very deteriorated due to the weather and conditions they have been left in, 
[image: ]lot also covered in moss showing truly how long they have been there that nature has now taken their part of these stones, this means the engraves on the stones are now unable to understand what a lot of them say. Some do however depict how the dead rest, using words like ’rotting’, this is the first detail into the past civilisation seen the dead. The faster you decomposed the faster you get to heaven. All over the yard is covered in lots of trees, planted much more recently than the church and the yard, these trees are tall and skinny this is due to the roots of the trees. The ground is needed for the dead so trees that have small roots is essential in a graveyard to take up little space. From the back entrance to the right of the church, we start to see much more modern graves from the 1900s to present day graves. We can see that these are more modern not just the date but entirely due to the conditions of the graves also the material of these graves lots made of marble compared to the concrete or even wooden graves from the 1800s. Due to the ages of the graveyards lot of the older graves have been now removed to make place for the new graves this cycle will continue to repeat.
















4. Analysis 
Religious connections to death
Throughout the graveyard that I analysed I could connect key connections to religion to death through the religious symbols throughout the graveyard, inside the church and displayed on the gravestones. In Christianity symbols shown in graveyards has different meanings: crosses show the belief in resurrection, angels show guidance to heaven, and signs of prayer means the symbol of faith. These all connect to the importance of eternal salvation. 
Christianity teachings show the key parts of heaven and hell; graveyards are very important to how those will reach purgatory. Looking at an archaeology observation of the layout of the graveyard. Many are buried east to west this come from the Christian belief of resurrection toward the rising sun, when judgement day comes these will be the first to be safe and live eternity with God. This reflects that death is not eternal to Christians, their languages that they use is hopeful that God will return as their savour. When we compare this to the 21st century of graves we can show the shift of languages as now they are less detailed and show less symbolic symbols. We also see the increase of cremation, previously Christian beliefs that you would be buried whole so you could later be resurrected if cremated this would not happen. This increase could be now due to the amount of room left, around 36.6% deceased are still buried in tradition cemeteries, slowly we are running of room for the average of 63 million people that die a year. This highlights an inside the relationship between religion and the connections of death and how graveyards evoke the scale between the 19th century to the present.    [image: ]
[image: ]This source goes into detail about cremation vs burial rates throughout major nations throughout the world, this highlights that globally cremation is increasing dramatically with burial rates decreasing, Japan showing the highest with 99.9% being cremated. This could be explained through the growing prices of burials also cultural shifts suggests that families are looking for an eco-friendlier burial, this is also why people are looking into burials such as aquamation. This furthermore highlights the link between religious beliefs and graveyards; this graph shows that there has been a decrease in burials rates which could indicate that society is becoming less religious society views the significance of how we take care of the dead. Furthermore, looking into the UK on this graph we can show the 64% difference of cremation being most popular this could be related to the UK becoming much less religious or even due to other religious now becoming increasing in the UK that have other attitudes towards death, like, Buddhism or Islam.
Relation from graveyards to social identity
[bookmark: _Int_gP5AxhTY]When looking at how we can examine social identity to graveyards it highlights the link between social class. The article ‘the high cost of living: death and social identity’ tis examines how your social class is expressed through graveyards, it shows that the gravestones suggest the mortuary value of people. It shows the shift from the types of materials once used and the decrease in size of the stones. People are putting less effort and money into burials, this could be due to the process of being buried is now less significant. Status is still being expressed through burials but shifts from a religious to a more personal and aesthetic appearance. Archaeologist can highlight that a graveyard is now less stereotypical and now more variety. Looking at the inscriptions on gravestones also indicate a lot of information to archaeologist about social identity due to information about family relationships, often shows details about wife, husbands, mothers, daughters… this can even show details if there have been an increase in marriages or decrease in the local area. Further looking at the inscriptions on gravestones the age of death can also link toward mortality statistics. 
5. Interpretation
When studying this graveyard, I noticed small patterns about the older gravestones, they most were made from stone and often carried a lot of details about the dead also details of they will later decompose. This is not an aspect of present stones, as analysing the most recent stones in the yards shows different materials like granite with a brief description of the dead. Looking at these patterns this can suggests about present and past communities is that the importance of a burial is becoming less apparent, this can be highlighted in the past graph that has been analysed. Furthermore, suggesting that in the present relationship towards death is becoming less significant, this could be due to society becoming less religious or due to expenses or personal ideologies. 
6. Conclusion 
From looking at the graveyards from an archaeology perspective analysing how this suggests to the 21st century about parts cultures and societies highlights the connection between religion and death and links into how this evokes about the past social identities. The graveyards shows this pattern through the difference between the old and new gravestones, following the detail that is inscribed on to these stones, as time goes on the stones has shown less detail about the past and preservation of the dead has also shifted from burial to an increase of cremation. Looking this has indicated about social identity is the importance of religion, shown by the practice of burial also from the architecture from the yard, details also show from the church in the centre of the yard. Graveyards are a key part of archaeology from examine parts of religious history plus the human relation to death, this shows to us how significant his was too past societies and how we can then compare this to precent day. 
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