Useful UNIX/LINUX Commands

DOS Equivalent

$ ls


lists directory files/sub-directories

>dir


$ ls -l


long list of directory files/sub-directories

$ cat file1

catalogue (list)  file1



>type

$ pg file1

page (list)  file1




$ lpr filename.c
print a file




>print

$ cp file1 file2

copy file1 to file2



>copy

$ rm file1

remove (delete) file1



>del

$ mv file1 file2
move (rename) file1 as file2


>ren or move

$ mkdir direct1
make a new directory called direct1

>md

$ rmdir direct1

remove (delete) directory direct1

>rd

$ cd direct1

changes to directory direct1


>cd

$ cd ..


change to directory up one level

$ pwd


print working directory

Unix Permissions
Files in a directory can be given read, write or execute permissions. These permissions can be applied to the owner(user), group(of users) or world(all users). The permissions are set using the chmod command. 

e.g.
chmod a+r file1

let all users be able to read file1.


chmod u+r,u+w,u+x file2
let yourself (owner/user) have total control.

chmod a+r,a+w,a-x file3
let all users have read/write but not execute permissions (as for a web database file).

On listing your directory (using ls -l) your default permissions tend to look like:



rwxr-xr-x
form1.htm


Note - Unix also uses a number convention to assign permissions


chmod 755 file4 is equivalent to  

chmod a+r,a-w,a+x file4 followed by

chmod u+w file4

see Unix/Linux references


The 755 permissions code is often set for HTML web pages and CGI scripts.

Linux Editor

vi is  popular file editor used by Unix/Linux users, either on the server itself or via telnet. vi operates in 2 modes. 

Upon entry to vi it is in neutral mode where the user can delete characters, delete lines, save the file or quit without saving etc.

The 2nd mode is the insert mode, obviously this is used when actually inserting (adding) new characters.

To use vi we type

vi filename

The commands are summarised below:

ESC
always puts the user in neutral mode

:set nu
sets up the line numbers, useful when correcting an error on a given line

x
delete a character in neutral mode

dd
delete a line in neutral mode

:x
save the file

:q!
quits without saving, in neutral mode 

i
to insert characters before the cursor

a
to add characters after the cursor

Note – pressing ESC key ends insert mode and always puts you in neutral mode

