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Introduction
Included in this report is information regarding what the three main crime prevention theories are and whether they are effectively working in practise or not. Included in this report is also some research into the different types of prevention that is being used such as CCTV. 

What are the main crime prevention theories?
The three main crime prevention theories are crime pattern theory, rational choice perspective and the routine activity theory. Within these three theories it is understood that opportunity also has a major part in people committing crimes. (Clarke,2021) 

What is the Crime pattern theory?
The Crime pattern theory proposes that within a criminal setting people will come together in space and time. It also proposes that the criminal acts will be most likely to happen in places where the potential offender's activity space meets the potential victims/ target’s activity space. This theory also suggests that people are more likely to commit crimes in places that they know well. (SAGE, 2017) The Crime pattern theory was originated by two Canadian environmental criminologists- Paul and Pat Bratingham. Their main belief was that it was easier for an offender to partake in a criminal act on their daily routine rather than going out of their way to commit such an act. It is believed that if you start off with a triangle then picture the three points being home, work and then recreation then you will have the three nodes from which the offender is mostly likely to be looking for a place to commit a crime. Multiple researchers have also found that the majority of offenders commit crimes within the distance of 1 or 2 miles from their house. (Clarke, Eck, 2016) 

What is the rational choice theory?
The rational choice theory revolves around the offenders basing whether they commit a crime or not on the possibility of the risks and rewards that could be involved. This theory also implies that any normal person would commit a crime if the right opportunity was to present itself. According to this theory offenders will choose not to commit crimes when the risks are too high for their liking. So, the rational choice theory is very commonly thought of as a risk and reward decision. (SAGE, 2017) This theory also suggests that people strive towards the avoidance of pain and instead pursue happiness and pleasure. It produces the perspective of people committing crimes purely because it can be seen as easy, fun and rewarding to them. The main focus of this theory revolves around everybody being human meaning that we can easily be put back on the right track and persuaded not to commit any offences by enhancing the fear of their actions being caught and punished. (Siegel and McCormick, 2006) This theory also implies that the if an individual has committed a crime, then they are to be held responsible for their own actions and that they are the only ones that can be blamed for their criminality. The theory also infers that and upholds a perspective that committing a crime is a person's own choice, therefore showing that it is a result of individual- decision making process. According to this theory before an offender would commit a crime, they would look at their chances of getting caught by the police and how severe the punishment would be if they were to get caught in the act. They would then weight these two factors up with the potential benefits that they would gain from committing the crime and decide whether it is worth it for them to go through with the act. (Ontorio, 2021) 

What is the routine activity theory?
The routine activity theory mostly revolves around how the opportunities to commit a crime change because of the changes in behaviour of an individual on a societal level. For example, if an individual was to use the internet to commit an offence. (SAGE, 2017) The routine activity theory is thought of as a subordinate to the rational choice theory. The theory was brought about and developed by Felson and Cohen in 1979. For this theory to be viable there needs to be three important elements present for a crime to take place. These are – A determined offender that is intent on committing a criminal act and that also has the capability to go through with their intended plans, an appropriate target or victim for the crime to involve and the absence of an authoritative figure who can and would stop the crime from taking place. These three elements would need to come together at the same time and space for a crime to take place. In 1980 Felson and Cohen suggested that criminal acts that take place are a “Structurally significant phenomenon.” which in return means that offences are not random and nor are they trivial moments.  The routine activity theory implies that the day to day lives that people lead may make them more vulnerable to being targeted depending on what their day entails. Within this theory crime is therefore considered normal but it would depend on whether or not there were any opportunities to offend presenting themselves. To summarise that if there was a target that was left unprotected and an appropriate reward and an offender who is waiting for the perfect opportunity then a crime will be committed. With regards to an offender’s perfect target, they would need to be assessed on their vulnerability and how easily the offender can exploit that vulnerability to get what they want. The crime levels in certain areas will obviously be higher in areas that have more offenders within them. However, this theory implies that if offenders can achieve what they want through legitimate and legal ways first then they will choose to do it that way over committing a crime to get what they want. This would suggest that the number of criminal activities can be reduced if offenders can see that they have more options and ways to get what they want. (Ontorio, 2017)









What methods are currently being used or trialled to help with the prevention of crime? 
There are many different methods that are currently being used to help deter and prevent criminal acts from taking place. Each method has their own advantages and disadvantages whether it be down to the cost of implementing such a scheme or just the general effectiveness of them. 

CCTV
CCTV stands for Closed Circuit Television they are small cameras installed on buildings and streets that help to deter crime by recording what is going on around them. Some of these cameras specifically the more high-end expensive ones tend to come with voice detection too that can pick up people’s conversations. They prove particularly helpful when police are needing to track someone down whether they be missing or wanted for a crime. They have also caught many criminals in the act leading to a successful prosecution in court as they have as much evidence as they could possibly need. CCTV has also been proven to help assure the public of their safety when out in the community and in their homes if they have CCTV installed. CCTV is placed in public places to act as a form of evidence for law enforcement and other relevant agencies. It also helps to maintain public order as many people are deterred from acting irrationally and taking part in anti-social behaviour if they know they are likely to be caught and persecuted. Having visible CCTV in public also helps to sell economic well-being. The cameras are set up to record movement 24 hours a day. There are CCTV operators that monitor the live streams from the cameras and report issues to the police immediately. Any person has the right to ask for any footage that was recorded of them on CCTV. For the owner of the camera to accurately find you in their footage you would need to tell them the time and date, what you look like and also what you were wearing at the time. The owners may charge you up to £10 for a copy of the footage that you require. (GOV, 2021) Overall, the use of CCTV is found to be a very good way to prevent crime with only a few flaws. The evidence provided from a systematic review that covered 41 studies shows that CCTV can and is reducing crime rates. It was however only found to be reducing the number of crimes concerning vehicles and property and not any violent crimes. Perhaps a bigger issue concerning the use of CCTV is the economic factors because of money that is spent on buying and installing them in the first place. (College of Policing, 2015) 










Speed Cameras
Speed Cameras are cameras that are set up on the side of the road to catch motorists that are driving over the designated speed limit for that area. They were established by the police as a means of reducing the number of collisions and enforcing the speed limits in areas that are known to be particularly dangerous. Numbers that were presented to the House of Commons show that there are around 6,000 active speed cameras in the UK. In 2016 the London School of Economics researched into the matter of whether speed cameras were an efficient method of reducing the number of serious road traffic collisions. The information that they found was very promising. They found that between 1992 and 2016 speed cameras had reduced accidents between 17% and 39%. Furthermore, they reduced the number of fatalities caused by accidents between the numbers of 58% and 68%. Another report that was undertaken by the RAC discovered that since speed cameras were put in an area it had reduced the number of collisions by 27%. With these cameras being thought of a quite the success it is said that it all comes down to two psychological factors. The first factor in this case being situational compliance as because the driver knows that the speed cameras are there and working, they will then change and match their speed in regard to the designated speed for that area.  The second of these factors would be the uncertainty of knowing when one of these speed cameras may appear. This argument presents that once drivers are aware that the cameras are spread out with their location being mostly unknown then it will make them more likely to follow the speed limits out of fear of getting a ticket, points on their license or a complete ban from driving if they are heavily over the speed limit. A poll that was run by the AA found out that 8 out of 10 people believe that speed cameras are a good way to find people who are speeding. (Politics.co.uk, 2021) The effect of the cost of these cameras on the economy is also very positive as a study found that the benefits of these cameras outweigh the negative of having to pay for them to be made, put in place and maintained. (College of Policing, 2017) 

Conclusion 
To conclude this report, it is evidently clear that the use of CCTV has a very impressive effect on the crime prevention rates in the UK. However, there would need to be more work done on reducing the costs of buying and installing CCTV in the first place if they are to remain economically friendly. Within the research conducted it is also evident that speed cameras have a very big positive impact on the number of serious collisions and fatalities due to these collisions that take place. They are also very economically friendly as they have a far bigger benefit to the public than most other techniques tried to reduce these accidents that have had a much greater cost attached such as driver awareness courses. 
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