The first ever recorded theory of the separation of powers was brought about in 1748 by the French jurist, Montesquieu. The theory stated how there could be no liberty, and that everything would come to an end if the three powers of state were to be exercised by the same person or authority, Leducate (2019). In early accounts, such as Montesquieu's The Spirit of the Laws, the separation of powers was said to protect against tyranny and preserve liberty. The view was that the great institutions should be divided and interdependent so that one power could not override the other two. Today, the separation of powers is more often proposed as a means of promoting a system of checks and balances necessary for good government. However, the theory upon the separation of powers, within the United Kingdom and other common law territory, has drastically decreased within importance. The primary offices and institutions within the UK have evolved to strike a balance between Parliament and The Crown. The system of which aims to ensure a balance rather than separation when it comes to the three powers of state or what Walter Bagehot called a ‘Fusion of Powers’ within the English Constitution, portrayed by Supremecourt (2017).  As displayed by Lawteacher (2021), although these theories have been about for quite some time there is no fundamental dogma of separation of powers within the UK. There is overlap both within the functions of the organs of state and in the personnel who work in them. The UK relies on a system of checks and balances to prevent abuse of power.
The organs of state are the Executive (run by the government), the Judiciary (run by the judges) and the Legislative (run by the UK parliament). All organs have function’s in which they carry out in order to keep the state running practically. According to The constitution society (2022), the Executive holds a great deal of power within the United Kingdoms system. The term executive is made up of the British government, run by the prime minister who is elected by the successful organisation who gain the most seats within the house of commons. The prime minister is typically the leader of this party. As the leader of the executive branch, one of the many functions that this organ of state holds is the ability to appoint other members of their government. This includes positions such as ‘great offices of state’, ‘home secretary’, ‘foreign secretary’, and chancellor of the exchequer. The government, the executive, also hold powers which include making a large assortment of policy decisions such as education, transport, and health, which is carried out through secondary/delegated legislation. The executive also has power that relates to the monarch, these powers are called Royal prerogative powers. The executive branch has the power to obtain this power without the consent given by parliament, the legislative branch. This includes many different positions such as conducting foreign policy, to grant honours and to prorogue parliament, which have often, all, been argued controversial. 
Within the legislative branch, which is formed by the UK parliament, there are also many powers at hand. As presented by Parliament (2022), Some of the crucial powers handed to the legislative branch include challenging and checking the work of the UK government (the executive party), approving government allowances and checking budgets aswell as making and changing the laws of state. Essentially the legislative branch is given the power to make or end any laws running in the UK. The UK parliament is in fact the supreme legal authority within the UK due to the fact that Parliamentary Sovereignty is in fact a principle of the UK’s unwritten constitution. Parliament are also provided  with the privilege which allows members complete freedom of speech without the threat of court action which was established within the Bill of Rights Act [1688]. Although the UK parliament are provided with some fundamental responsibilities and powers, they are in fact not challenged by another other organ of state as the courts cannot overrule it’s legislation. 
The final organ of state is the judiciary branch which is essentially run by the Judges within her majesty’s courts. Justice is administered by the judiciary branch run by the judges who run British courts. In general, the organ of state refers to the courts, the judges, magistrates, adjudicators and other support personnel who operate them. As a result of the courts, disputes are settled by the law, and lawbreakers are punished heavily by the law. Our democratic way of life practically relies heavily on our judicial system. The judiciary is responsible for maintaining law and order. Judiciary is tasked with upholding rights of citizens and interpreting laws on behalf of governments. The judiciary must act without fear of powerful interests, and without favouring individual parties. If a court’s ruling can be enforced, it is able to deliver justice. Only a court of appeal can overturn the ruling of a lower court.  

Although the term ‘Separation of powers’ is ideally when the functions of state are completely and utterly separate, they can in fact overlap when some of the functions are shared between the institutions of state, which is what happens within the United Kingdom, reseachbriefings (2022). One of the main overlaps between the organs of state is in fact between the judiciary branch and the legislative branch. Within the line of work that UK judges exercise, it is somewhat inevitable to overlap with legislation in times such as when cases preformed above the courts. When this, uncommon situation occurs judge are in fact required to interpret legislation parallel with the intention of parliament. Although Judges do not have the power to challenge the validation of an act of parliament (unless it is in branch of European Law), they can in fact, strike down an act of parliament by declaring it to be incompatible with the European convention of human rights. Another lap between the two organs, consists of how the responsibility of the development of the common law is within the judiciary’s hands and that parliament can in fact legislate to overturn or modify the common law, therefore overriding the judge made law, as stated by law.gov. 
Over time certain checks and balances have been put into place to help keep the powers separate so that no single organ can become absolute. Within this case of overlapping between the judiciary branch and legislative branch. The checks and balances include how there is a convention on the rise that the legislation branch are simply unable to criticise decisions made by the judicial branch and how parliamentary interference before the courts has been prohibited by the rule of ‘sub judice’. Another check which has been put into place to prevent this certain overlap is that judges are in fact prohibited from standing for parliament, which immediately executes a large amount of absolute power coming to either or organ. Preventions in order to ensure compliance with the separation of powers theory have also been brought about through certain Acts. For example, as stated by Legislation.Gov (0000) within the House of Commons Disqualification At [1975], any one person who holds any judicial office should be disqualified for membership of the house of commons. 
Another perpetual overlap within the organs of state is between the judicial branch and the executive branch. The judiciary ensures that the executive acts within its authority by monitoring its actions. As a result, the executive must ensure that it only acts where it has the power to, and that it does so in accordance with the law. As part of judicial scrutiny, the executive is required to confirm that any legislation enacted (for example, subordinate legislation) is within the scope of the powers delegated to it by Parliament, Carroll (2015). Using a procedure known as judicial review, the courts can question the legality of public actions, including ministerial actions. The judiciary's role emphasizes why it is important for judges to be independent from the influence of the executive.
Oxford university press demonstrates that within recent years, the Lord Chancellor's position has been the main instance of overlap. The United Kingdom has repeatedly cited this role as evidence that there is no separation of powers. Historically, the Lord Chancellors historically exercised all three forms of power as he was in all three branches of government. He was sat as speaker in the House of Lords (legislature). head of the judiciary (judicial function), and senior cabinet minister within the executive branch. After the Human Rights Act 1998 and the case of McGonnell v UK (2000), the Government announced changes to the role of Lord Chancellor in the UK. Within the case of McGonnell, the European Court of Human Rights held that the Royal Court Bailiff of Guernsey had too close his connections between his judicial functions and his legislative and executive roles and as a result did not have the independence and impartiality required by Article 6(1) of the European Convention on Human Rights 1950. This had implications on the Lord Chancellors role, as he performed very similar functions in the UK, Davies et al (2018).
The relationship between the branches of Judiciary and Executive has had subsequential changes due to the Constitutional reform Act (2005) and the Human rights act (1998). The constitutional Reform Act (2005) was put in place in order to cease the more traditional, “fusion” sense set out by the model of British constitution and push more towards an explicit separation of powers. This resulted in providing the senior Judiciary its own unique identity which is distinct from the Executives branch. This new relationship between the judiciary and the executive branches set down within concordat is expected to hopefully refrain from increasing tensions between the two branches, Hogarth (2021).
In conclusion, influenced by Jowell (2011), the importance of judicial independence is widely prioritised within the 2005 Constitutional reform act as well as the Human rights Act of 1998. These acts not only provided thinner gap for blending between the branches of state but has also given the judiciary branch the independence and power they as an organ of state require and deserve. Each judge needs to be able to decide cases solely based on the evidence presented in court by the parties and in accordance with the law. A judge's decision should be based only on relevant facts and laws. This is the only way judges can fulfill their constitutional duty to provide fair and impartial justice. With the development of government functions over the last century, the responsibility of judges in disputes between citizens and the state has increased. With this increased responsibility, the judiciary has assumed more responsibility for protecting citizens from unlawful acts of government, and with that, has become more independent of the government.
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