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The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) is a legal agreement setting out civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child regardless of race, religion or abilities. The convention contains 54 articles that covers all aspects of a child’s life. It also explains how adults and governments must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights. (Unicef Uk 1989)
UNCRC-UNITED NATIONS CONVENTIONS ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

· LEA’S, schools and settings work together to ensure that any child’s special educational needs are identified as early as possible (Welsh Assembly Government 2004).
· The role that adults play in children’s participation on a wider scale. On the one hand it ranges from resisting children’s participation to being developers of children’s participation and ultimately, partners. Adults play these roles consciously and unconsciously and their roles could vary depending on the situation and children they are with (Reddy and Ratna 2002).
· There are 4 articles that are seen as special. They are known as the general principles they play a central role in realising all of the children’s rights. One of the 4 articles is article 3 (Unicef 1989).
· [bookmark: _Hlk23354459][bookmark: _Hlk23354460]Adults who work in positions of power, such as people who work for the government or work for the courts they always need to consider the best interests of all children when making laws (Children and young people’s Commissioner Scotland).
ARTICLE 3-EVERYONE WHO WORKS WITH CHILDREN SHOULD ALWAYS DO WHAT IS BEST FOR EACH CHILD (CHILDRENS COMMISSIONER FOR WALES,2011)

· United Convention on the rights of the child says that every child has the right to express their personal views, feelings, wishes in all matters that affect them, and to also have their views considered and taken seriously, this applies at all times in every aspect of every child’s life (UNCRC 1992)
· While children learn they should be given the opportunity to plan their own learning, to experience the different areas of learning and to be able to evaluate their learning. During each stage of their development, their own work should be respected and encouraged for their imagination (Foundation Phase profile handbook 2017)
· Giving children the choice is so important through their early years education. It shows good practice and meets every child matters outcomes and shows you are doing everything to meeting children’s rights. Giving children a voice helps lift children’s self-esteem and self-worth. By giving children a voice it helps them learn that they are valued and important and that their opinions and thoughts do matter (The importance of giving children a voice 2015)
· The child has the right to know about this right and to freely express their views and wants and to know all information that is necessary however it is entirely up to the child if they wish to do this or not it is not an obligation (Convention on the rights of the child 2009)
ARTICLE 12-YOUR RIGHT TO SAY WHAT YOU THINK SHOULD HAPPEN AND BE LISTENED TO (CHILDRENS COMMISIONER FOR WALES, 2011)

EAEE4002
1904571
· Children have the right to primary and secondary education, they should have the freedom of choice when it comes to choosing what subjects they wish to study in secondary school (Children and young people’s Commissioner Scotland).
· Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights during their life in their education (Unicef 1989)
· It is the class teachers and staffs responsibility to make sure that all classroom tasks, materials and resources are meeting every child’s needs and this should always be reflected in their planning (Garth Olwg Primary School Policy)
· For this right to be meaningful its essential that education is: 
Available-That its free and all staff trained to provide an education.
Accessible-That the system does not discriminate and is accessible to everyone.
Acceptable-That the content of education is relevant, does not discriminate against cultures, that school is safe and that the teachers are professional.
Adaptable-That the education expands with the needs of the society, education adapts to specific needs and challenges (Right to education 2018)


ARTICLE 28-CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION (CHILDRENS AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S COMMISSIONER SCOTLAND UNCRC:ARTICLE 28)

· According to United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child article 31 is a very important part of childhood and recognises that it enhances children’s experiences. All children have the right to rest to play and to take part in activities (Children’s Commissioner for Wales 2018)
· The committee on the rights of the child are concerned by the lack of recognition given by the government to these rights. They believe structured play is important but unplanned play is equally important (International Play Association 2013)
· This right shows the importance of play to children’s everyday health and wellbeing this has brought the children’s parliament and the international play association together to listen to the children’s views on play. The Children’s Parliament was designed in Scotland which included 32 local authorities and 379 children between the ages of 2 and 13. It was formed so that children could express views on: 
Who they play with
What they play with
When they play with
Why they play with
(Children’s Parliament giving children a voice 1996)

ARTICLE 31-YOUR RIGHT TO RELAX AND PLAY (CHILDREN’S CPOMMISSIONER FOR WALES)

Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2018) Spotlight Report: Article 31
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