
Newsjacking

development



When to Newsjack?

Newsjacking Strategy:
• Interest level 
– once interest has peaked story “dies off”

• Time span
– Depending on the story this can vary from a day or 

two to a few weeks or more





The dress that went 
viral....

Blue/black? or 
white /gold?

26/2/2015



..... led to its fair 
share of newsjacking

27/2/2015



4.4 million tweets within 24 hours



• Celebrity interaction
– Blue/black: Kanye West, Jaden Smith, Frankie 

Muniz, Demi Lovato, Mindy Kaling, Justin Bieber
– White/gold: Kim Kardashian, Anna Kendrick, B. J. 

Novak, Katy Perry, Julianne Moore, Sarah Hyland
– Other colours: Lucy Hale, Phoebe Tonkin, Katie 

Nolan, Lady Gaga, David Duchovny

• Members of the scientific community began 
to investigate the photo for fresh insights into 
human colour vision.



For the record it was blue and back!



Some making a serious point!





Sport is always popular subject for newsjacking and 
even Swansea City gets in on the act…23/1/2013





The response from 
advertisers was 
almost immediate.

25/1/2013



Sometimes the call to action 
is not to buy but donate…

Advert ran the day of 
England’s first game in the 
soccer World Cup





Talking of phones.

Nokia v Samsung



Kitkat love ‘em!

Android v iphone6
#bendgate

1,000 tweets an 
hour



One day later this 
form Pringles…



..and this from 
Deviant Art online 
community



Plan ahead..

• You can take advantage of known 
opportunities – calendar dates, up and coming 
events, festivals etc

• https://www.awarenessdays.com/venue/unit
ed-kingdom/

https://www.awarenessdays.com/venue/united-kingdom/


Everyone loves a baby, but what about a royal one.

Starbucks



Play-DohOreo Cookie







And musicals.



Risky Strategy

• Newsjacking is a high-risk strategy which can 
reward with brand loyalty, positive connection 
with audience and all round kudos 

• Not every story is suitable material for 
newsjacking, e.g. crime stories, tragedies or 
sensitive emotive issues…



When Newsjacking goes bad



Not the best 
way to Remember 
Pearl Harbor …





Also not the best approach Hurricane Sandy 2012





Which led to panicked damage limitation



And this on the back of the Syrian 
conflict was unforgiveable…



Kenneth Cole Puts His Foot in 
His Mouth Again on Twitter



And he has form…



Too soon…

9/11 12th Anniversary
Taken down an hour later





Also too soon…

ASA (Advertising Standards Authority) received 46 complaints
101 years after



• Broaden your news sources, cultural 
checkpoints

• Follow breaking news, latest trends and social 
media memes

• Look for a news story which can relate to 
brand values/benefits/USP in some way

• Where will your newsjack be viewed – twitter, 
print ads, other?

• Visual? or copy driven? Hastags#?



Ethics

• But remember that as advertisers we are 
bound by ASA guidelines on legality, morality 
and ethics 

• https://www.asa.org.uk/

https://www.asa.org.uk/


Task

• Choose a number

• thesaurus



Get newsjacking!

• Remember that you can pair a story with any 
brand/business/service/charity you want

• some stories may suggest several different 
brands to newsjack it

• Experiment…take risks…be playful…
be cheeky!…

• But nothing offensive!


