	ECAS7007 Applied Research Dissertation
                                                    Outline Proposal/EoI form 

This is an initial outline proposal only and must be no longer than two sides of A4. All sections must be completed.  This will then be returned with initial feedback before confirming whether or not this research proposal has received approval in principle. 


	Student name: Natalie Prideaux

	Proposed Title: 
Teachers vs teaching assistant perceptions and ideologies surrounding neurodiverse children


	What is the purpose of your proposed project? (please list the main aims and objectives)
The project will aim to consider the similarities and differences of teacher and TA perceptions,
The project will aim to consider what is working, and what may be required within schools for neurodiverse children according to teachers and TA’s
The project will consider potential similarities and differences surrounding support for neurodiverse children.

The project has a compare and contrast objective while considering the perceptions and ideologies directly from teachers and TA’s within school settings in consideration to ideas/thoughts each may hold weather positive or negative. 

	Background literature Please briefly outline why you feel this research is necessary, what psychological theory is being used and what empirical evidence has informed this proposal. 

Research surrounding teacher’s perceptions, knowledge and ideologies surrounding neurodiversity is limited, however, not non-existent, whereas research considering teaching assistants is even lower.  
When considering the empirical evidence, many studies consider the relationship and perceptions of teachers towards neurodiverse children as negative, mainly associated with negative behaviour, confrontations, and strained relationships. In comparison, teaching assistant research surrounding neurodiversity is also if not more limited. In comparison, research considers TA’s to have overall stronger relationships with neurodiverse children, however, seem to lack support and feeling isolated as a result. Similar findings have been cited within research surrounding both ADHD and ASD (see references). Additionally, hypotheticals (Vignettes) are commonly found through this research area.

Therefore, this research is necessary as it will compare the perceptions of both Teachers and TA’s while considering their opinions on ideas and thoughts that may be considered for future implementation when working with neurodiverse children.


	Proposed methodology: Please briefly describe your intended study design (type of design and what you are planning to do with/to your participants) including who you expect your participants to be and how you propose to recruit them.

I have already approached 2 headteachers across 3 schools willing to provide participants (providing ethics and proposal are accepted). A total of 22 participants, 11 teachers and 11 TA’s. 
The Project will be carried out through use of thematic analysis, semi-structured interviews.

Participants will be asked general and further questions surrounding support and perceptions. General questions will include previous training, experiences with neurodiversity, years of teaching ect.  While further questions can include Do you feel supported? Whats working? What is not working? What do you believe should be changed if anything? Finally, participants would be presented with a short narrative of a hypothetical neurodiverse child, and presented with three hypothetical scenarios surrounding behaviour, inattentiveness, and hyperactivity. 
(Neurodiversity is to include traits of both ASD and ADHD)	

	Main Ethical considerations: Please briefly outline the main ethical considerations of your proposed research and how you think you will take this into account in the design and conduct of your study.

Permission- Participants will be aware of the intentions of study, will have completed both verbal and written consent, and be made aware that they may be removed from participation at any time. Any personal identification information that may be provided will be changed.

Confidentiality – No schools, or areas will be included (area will either be recorded as South Wales or UK), names will also not be recorded.

Possible sensitive content (organisational and personal)– semi structured interview may lead to conversation involving sensitive or emotional content, this is reduced by implementing hypothetical scenarios, and by carrying out a practice interview prior to commencement. Participants may avoid any questions they are not comfortable with. Any information that may be specific to the school will remain confidential. BPS guidelines to be followed 

	What are the expected outputs from this project in relation to meeting the criteria of being an applied research project in your chosen area.
The project will include carrying out primary data collection and analysed using thematic analysis. Prior literature will be considered throughout the process, with consideration towards future research.
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