Landscape character
The gorge is cut into thick Carboniferous Limestone (Lower Carboniferous, Mississippian) near the southern steep edge of the Mendip Hills. A seasonal
stream originally cut the valley in the late Pleistocene glacial phase. When the winter snow melted each year the fast-flowing stream deepened the gorge.
When sea-level was low, the water-table fell and the stream went underground in a cave system. This is still gradually enlarging. Some of the caves are
flooded now; some are dry and used by visitors and cavers. The main cave entrances are futher down the gorge

Landscape quality
This AONB is a landscape within a landscape: the limestone cliffs and thrilling caves of Cheddar Gorge below a grass-land plateau 1,000ft above the Bristol Channel, where bucolic, cattle-grazed pastureland split by stone walls, harbouring lakes and ancient barrows, stretching for 22 miles.

Designation
• “Finest Example of a Limestone Gorge in Britain” - British Geological Survey.
• One of the special qualities of the Mendip Hills AONB
• Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for wildlife and geology
• Special Are of Conservation (SAC)
• Schedule Monuments. There are 5 sites designated within the Gorge
• 3rd Favorite Natural Landscape in the UK – Daily Telegraph 2009
• One of the 7 Wonders of Britain – Daily Mail 2009

Use
Several quarries once operated on the Cheddar area. The largest, Batts Coombe Quarry, is still operational. This quarry is developed in the Burrington Oolite, a very pure limestone (over 98% CaCO3), used for making quicklime, an essential material for the steel industry. It is one of only five sites producing the substance nationwide. Stone was once quarried from Cheddar Gorge but public opposition and a landslide caused the site to close down by 1912.

Access
Visiting Cheddar Gorge is perfect if you are on a trip to or from Cornwall or Devon as it’s just off the M5.
quite a lot of Cheddar Gorge parking:
· Cheddar Gorge Car Parks
· Cliff St Car Park Cheddar
· Cliff St Car Park is the car park on the edge of the village 
· Cheddar Gorge & Caves Car Park

Future potential
The Longleat Estate, which manages and operates Cheddar Gorge, is currently considering a range of potential regeneration projects, including the possibility of a cable car and education centre, with the aim of creating a significant new visitor attraction for the area.  

