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[bookmark: _GoBack]I decided to teach the children how to say, ‘I like’ and ‘I don’t like’ in welsh. I decide this was a good phrase to teach them as the children have previous knowledge of the key vocabulary to use within this topic. Also, this task was completed around Christmas which opened up the topic to allow them to talk about what they eat on their Christmas Dinner. Another reason for my choice of topic was that it would allow the children to gain a wider knowledge of their Welsh through learning the question ‘Wyt ti’n hoffi?’ and them answering with ‘Dwi’n hoffi’ or ‘Dwi’n ddim hoffi’. This lesson is beneficial for the children as the Welsh Government (cited in BBC News, 2016) have anticipated a growth in the number of Welsh speakers by 2050, to one million speakers.

During the led up to completing this Welsh lesson, I was excited as I had prepared a carousel of Welsh activities that all had the common theme of Christmas. This theme was beneficial for the children as they were all engaged in the task, due to their knowledge and enjoyment around Christmas. Underlying my excitement, I couldn’t help but feel nervous about leading a Welsh lesson and reading the ‘Stori Nadolig’. This nervousness developed from my limitations within the Welsh language as my own Welsh skills are not as strong as the other teachers. The nervousness was mainly stemming from my worry of a mispronunciation or not being able to give them the Welsh words as this would cause the children to be distracted or could lead to them not listening to myself due to my language limits. To prepare for this, I practised the vocabulary within the story as well as ensuring that I used the vocabulary that the children would have heard of before. 

I decided to focus on what the children like and don’t like on their Christmas dinner as they had looked at the ‘Wyt ti’n hoffi?’ pattern before. The benefits of using a topic that the children had already looked at was that they understood the question and could answer the question with a simple answer, ‘Ydw’ and ‘Nach ydw’. To further this, the children were introduced to a new pattern throughout the Drillio sessions that week. Within this session, the children could practise their pronunciation as well as forming their answers. The last Drillio session before the lesson, the children looked at the things that would be found on a Christmas dinner and learn some of the Welsh words. With the lesson, the children were also given a welsh word mat with the pictures next to the words so that they would be able to try and write full sentences in their books. After the lesson, my mentor praised the use of the word mats as it allowed for the children to get on with their own work and not keep asking for different words to write about. This strategy is supported by Bruner’s Scaffolding Theory as Scaffolding allows children to focus solely on the skill that is being developed rather than the creative aspect (McLeod, 2019).  

Another aspect of the lesson which my mentor praised was that the story which was read at the beginning of the lesson related to the task as it told the Christmas story in Welsh. My mentor stated that the use of the story was engaging for the children, the story stimulates progression and engagement, as shown by Connolly (cited in BBC Teaching, 2002-2020) as they state that story books use illustrations to develop ideas and concepts of the child. Another reason the story was effective to the lesson was because the book was available for the children to refer back to throughout the lesson. This allowed the children, no matter which carousel task they were completing, to use the ‘Stori Nadolig’ to give them vocabulary or ideas. Although this was seen as a good technique, I found that the same children would end up using the story, this meant that the story was a distraction to the work that the children should have been completing. To improve this, I would place the book with an activity and a particular teacher as this would decrease the likelihood of the children being off task.  

Another comment I got from my mentor was that the use of a Verbal Ping-Pong game was beneficial for the children. Within this game, the children were able to practice using the phrases they had been learning. This game allows the children to both ask and answer the ‘Wyt ti’n hoffi?’ question, the main focus of this was to practise the pronunciation of the words and getting use to saying their answers in full rather than the sort answer that they used previously. It was noticed that the use of this game motivated the children to have the best answers and it also engaged them into their learning, this is further supported by Teach Starter (2017) as they explain the most common benefits from playing games within the classroom; ranging from having a less stressful experience to a controlled competitiveness. 

Unfortunately, the children finished the set work quicker than expected, this meant that the work was too easy for the children as well as showing that the children understood the work as they were able to say and write the sentences. My mentor praised me for having an extension activity ready for the children. This activity was to get the children to make their own word mat that they could refer back to whenever they are completing work on this topic. This is beneficial for the children as it will be more likely to stay in their heads since they were able to design their word mats how they liked. 

If I was to complete this task again, I would give the children more freedom to decide what they would like to write about as this will allow for a development of creativity as well as more independence. Although getting children to participate in independent learning is difficult due to distraction and them not being willing to get involved, when independent learning is used the children have been noticed to benefit; some of these benefits being more confidence and it allows the children and teacher to become aware of the child’s understanding of the task, as stated by Faraday, Haywood, Meyer et al. (2008). Also, I would read the story at the beginning more than once to allow the children to practice using the vocabulary within the book and to aid them with the three tasks which they had to complete. 
	
To conclude, I found that my lesson was beneficial to the children as it allowed them to recall and further develop their previous knowledge through the use of games, word mats and written responses. However, I think that this lesson could be improved by given the children the chance to be more creative with their answers. The next step from this lesson would be to get the children to use these sentence patterns in a conversation with as little prompt as possible. This next step would allow the children to recall the things that they learnt as well as show off their skills in front of the class. After a few practices, the children will then start to use the connective of ‘achos’ to explain why they do/ don’t like something. To complete this, the children would have a list of words that they could use and the sentences structure ‘achos es’ which will allow the children to finish their sentences and practice using justification and connectives within their welsh language.  My personal next step would be to continue to use a range of incidental welsh within my lessons as well as to practice my own pronunciation as some of my pronunciation wasn’t completely perfect. The benefits of practicing my pronunciation is that it will allow for me to be more confident when teaching a welsh lesson as well as allowing the children to mimic my pronunciations; making it easier for the children to understand and practice themselves. 
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