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Targets from my previous assignment
	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	
Revise Harvard referencing guidelines (e.g. no need to include the title of the book when citing in the assignment)

	Re-read the Harvard referencing guidelines in the university library and double-check my referencing throughout my work. 

	
Read more widely and cite key authors in educational research by making use of the module reading list and resources on Moodle.

	Try and ensure that I read more educational research and use resources provided for me on Moodle and in lectures,

	
 Avoid contractions (e.g. don't) and superlatives (e.g. crucial) in academic writing.

	Double-check all spelling to avoid using contractions. 






Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways the school could use its location and community to support pupil learning. –2534 words 
Introduction – 
Throughout my time in teaching practice, it has come to my attention how important outdoor learning is from working in schools with green spaces and schools without green spaces.  Additionally, O’Brien and Murray (2007) suggest that outdoor learning and forest schools allow children to learn through hands-on experiences. The aim of the project that I will be proposing today is to bring the community into the school to assist with the redoing of the green area that the school already has. The project will consist of pupils from year three to year six, along with members of the community such as police officers, firefighters, and local business owners, along with local homeowners in the nearby community. The main aim of the project is to make the green space accessible to both the school pupils and the local community. 
ESTYN (2020) suggest the importance of communities in building a safe environment for children to learn. Therefore, as mentioned in the paragraph previously, the hope is to bring the community in to assist and support the main aim of the project. The school where the project will take place is a school in the rural area of South Wales; however, due to BERA (2024) we cannot name the school, therefore when referring to the school, it will be known as School A. School A does have a green space however, it isn’t a green space that is usable as of yet. The green space is near to public access, yet there isn’t good access to the area by the school or the public, and this is what those working on the project will be doing. 
Literature Review- 
As mentioned above, the project aims to develop the school's green space to make it accessible and usable to all members of the school and the wider community. This would hopefully be done with the help of the community and local businesses. 
According to Harris (2017), outdoor learning allows for a more holistic learning experience, this being one main reason behind my decision to have the school's green space as the heart of the project proposal.  Aerts et.al. (2025) suggest that green spaces in schools are important to allow children to connect with nature better. Alongside this, De et.al. (2024) also suggest that children growing up in areas with green spaces have fewer anxiety symptoms later and that it increases positive mental health. Kessler (2023) also suggests along with the benefits on mental health, countries across the world are already using the idea that green spaces are beneficial to the educational system. Alongside these, UCL (2022) suggests the impact of green spaces on younger children and the need to take risks; they suggest that children who grow up without any green spaces feel the need to take more risks than those who grow up in greener areas. This being said, we can see the benefits of green spaces in primary schools, specifically in schools that do not have green spaces in their local area. 
Along with the academic benefits of behaviour and achievement, Kiviranta et.al. (2024) suggest that outdoor learning and green space environment encourage better mental health and general health. Goldenberg (2024) also agrees with the health benefits that may come out of outdoor learning; however, they also suggest that outdoor learning and exposure to nature can impact memory and changes in attention. They also suggest that the higher exposure to nature can have an impact on the likelihood of obesity, therefore, this project is important to the school and the community to allow the children in the local community to have access to a reliable green space where there are opportunities to learn. 
Alongside the benefits listed above, Services (2022) suggest that even a greener view through a classroom window could have a positive impact on the pupils' academic achievement. They continue to suggest that the benefits are not only on the academic side of the pupils but also on their day-to-day life, such as the likelihood of needing glasses in the future. 
Services (2022) also suggest that there may be an impact on the community instead of the individual if there were a green space. Services (2022) indicate that local green spaces allow for more social interactions between young children and their parents, allowing the children to learn who is in their neighbourhood and for them to feel safe with familiar faces. 
Alongside the green space reasons behind the project, there are also the benefits of working with businesses and the community. According to The Careers and Enterprise Company (n.d) states that businesses believe that working with schools and young children allows them to close the gap on skills. They also suggest that they teach children the importance of businesses in the world. The Careers and Enterprise Company. (2023) also suggests that businesses working with schools allow children to learn that there are other options after high school. Bagett (2016) also suggest that business-school relationships allow for an educational learning experience outside the classroom. 
Project aims – 
As mentioned previously, the outline of the project is to increase the use of the school's current green space; however, to successfully do this, the green space would need to be worked on and fixed to make it safe for children and staff to use. As seen in Appendix 1  it states in the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis states that if the project is successful, the school could have a long-term relationship with local communities. Otterbourg and Timpane (1986) suggest that schools building relationships and partnerships allow for the education of the importance of small local businesses. Along with this, they also suggest that partnerships between local schools and businesses may receive funding or donations from the local businesses. However, Badgett (2016) suggests that many partnerships are between schools and larger for-profit businesses where the benefit is not for the school but the business instead. 
Along with the relationship and partnership with businesses, the SWOT analysis in Appendix 1 it also states the financial considerations that would need to be in place in planning to ensure a smooth project. There would need to be the use of wood materials that the schools could ask for donations from the local garden centre of B&Q. According to Officer (2021) the main role of the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) is to try and make the school a better place for learning and therefore in the SWOT analysis it states that the PTA could be sending emails to local businesses asking for support for the project. Alongside the PTA Officer (2021) suggests that the school's governing body is a body of staff, parents, local authority and community that helps fundraise for the school. Again in the SWOT analysis shown in Appendix 1 it states that having a governing body to assist with fundraising would be a strength to the project. 
The hopeful outcome of the project is the have a working safe green space where both the school children and the local community children to be able to play. Alongside this, it would be space that the school and the community could use to hold markets and fairs. From experience through teaching in schools, but also being a student, it is obvious that schools often have fairs or markets to fundraise, for example, most schools have Christmas fairs and summer fairs to sell and raise money. The green space would be a great space for this (PTA+ Christmas fair success stories, 2022). 
Measuring impact 
The purpose of the project was to have a working green space for a forest school. According to A Guide to Forest Schools in Wales (n.d) suggests that a green space in schools should be used regularly; therefore, we would need to measure the impact the project had on the school and the community. 
To see and understand how successful the project was, the green space will be monitored on its use. Alongside this, we were planning to conduct a questionnaire of the community and staff to discover how often the green space was used.  Williams (2024) states that a questionnaire is a set of questions, usually on paper, but could also be done online. Lindemann (2023) suggests that a benefit of using a questionnaire would be that it allows us to question a large number of people at one time. This idea from Lindemann suggests that using a questionnaire would be a faster way to discover the overall success of the project versus interviewing. However, DeFranzo (2025) suggest that using a questionnaire could result in inaccurate results and that some members of the community may wish not to answer the questionnaire, therefore resulting in a lack of responses and not enough evidence to measure the impact of the project. 
According to Environment and Human Health Green space Services: Community Engagement Case Study (n.d) that green spaces in the local community are beneficial however this particular case study does not look at green spaces in schools but rather green spaces in the community, which is relevant as our green space would be a part of both the school and the community. 
Alongside observing the green space over a long period of time to be able to measure the usage and impact that this project has had on both the school and its community, the children who are using it will also be interviewed. Particularly the school children. According to ACB Consulting Services (2022) suggest that interviews allow for a better scope of understanding of how children and young people feel and understand. Along with this, Gubrium (2012) suggest that interviews allow the children to have a voice for their own thoughts and allow them to express them. However, Gibson (2022) suggests that interviewing can be time-consuming, and this means that interviewing the pupils could take time away from their education. 
Another way that the impact could be measured is not on its use but on its environmental impact. Elliott and Elliott (2023) suggested that measuring environmental impact in measuring how much growth has happened, and the green spaces influence on humans and their behaviour. Forest Research (n.d.) also suggest this; however, they also suggest that we should measure the new plant that a growing. 
Evaluation – 
As mentioned above in Appendix 1, there is a SWOT analysis for the project proposal. A SWOT analysis, according to CIPD (2025) a tool used in planning which considers the strengths, Weaknesses, opportunities and threats that may present themselves within the project. In order to have a successful project, a SWOT analysis would need to be done. Everitt (2020) suggests that a SWOT analysis allows for a better-planned project. Everitt (2020) goes on to indicate what each section of the SWOT analysis is. They indicate that the strengths are the internal factors that you can control. Weaknesses are the internal factors that may make the project difficult to be successful.  Everitt then goes on to state that the opportunities are factors that are outside of your control; however will support your project, and the threats are the external factors that may harm your project. 
As seen in Appendix 1 these were considered in the planning for this project. The strengths that were noted for this project are the pupils' engagement and their willingness to take part in the project as The importance of School Projects (n.d) suggests that outdoor projects could be fun, and due to them usually taking place outside the classroom, pupils want to take part. Another strength that would come with the project and support the success of the project is the involvement and the possible continuous parental involvement in the school. Sapungan and Sapungan (2014) indicate that parental involvement is crucial to all academic achievement and that parental involvement could make the difference between good grades and bad grades. Kimaro and Mchumu (2015) also agree that parental involvement in all school activities has an impact on the children; however, instead of academic achievement, they suggest that it is pupil behaviour that is being affected positively. Although there are some strengths, there are also weaknesses, which, again, as mentioned earlier, are internal factors we cannot control. for example, some that have raised themselves for this project are finances. Henson (2023) indicates that there is already a problem with funding in schools, which will impact any projects that may require extra funding. 
Alongside the internal factors that can and cannot be controlled, such as the ones mentioned previously, there are also external factors. According to Everitt (2020), alongside the weaknesses and strengths, there are also opportunities and threats that are the external factors mentioned. Some opportunities mentioned in the SWOT analysis in Appendix 1 are the long-term relationship that could come from the successful project, for example, the continuous relationship with the PTA and Governing Body, but also the new possible long-term relationship with the community and businesses. UKCES (2012) indicates that a long-term relationship with local businesses allows children in schools to learn about working life, and how important skills are in the real world (www.teachfirst/org.uk, n.d). One threat that may present itself when undergoing the project is the lack of DBS and safe community members who will be working with the children, and then the need for most of the staff and parents to take part. Junipereducation.org (n.d.) indicates that if the volunteers are supervised when working with the children then they do not need a DBS however they can not be left alone with the children at any time meaning the school would either need to have all the staff out working with each group of children or have every child’s parent working with them at the same time, this will cause an issue with lack of staff and parent may be unavailable. 


Conclusion 
As mentioned above and throughout the project proposal, a lot of planning and consideration go into ensuring that a project goes smoothly and has a successful ending. APM (2019) also suggests that planning is the most important part of ensuring a project goes according to plan. This being in mind, when I undertake any other project, I will ensure that planning is the top priority.  I now understand, after writing this project proposal, how important a SWOT analysis is towards the project, and would like to continue to use SWOT analysis where possible in the future as both a student and as a teacher. 
The main purpose of the project was to fix and restore the green space in the school, making it accessible and usable by both the school and the community surrounding. 	As mentioned above, O’Brien and Murray (2007) suggest that outdoor learning is important to children's hands-on experience and can influence their academic achievement. After reading the literature regarding outdoor learning, to develop my professional development, I would like to learn more about the idea of learning outside and then implement this into my teaching and profession. 
Alongside both the green space and the planning that goes into a project I have also learned a lot about business-school relationships and partnerships. I would like to implement the concept of learning outside the classroom into my teaching profession in the future. Especially after reading Barett (2016) article and what Barrett suggest the impacts of outside learning being better engagement. 
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HELPFUL

HARMFUL

INTERNAL
(within the school)

Strengths

- Pupil engagement and wants to help with the project.

- The school has built a greenhouse not far from the green
space that is being used frequently.

- Low cost with the help of the community.

- Better involvement with the parents.

- Encourage outdoor physical activity and engagement with
nature.

- Extra support and assistants from the PTA.

- Financial support from the Governing Body.

Weaknesses

May depend on funding and donations.
May have a lack of volunteers or inconsistent participation.
Needs lots of planning and time to coordinate with the local
community.

Sustaining the green space in the long term may require a
long-term plan that the school cannot keep up with.

Would need a lot of staff to supervise the visitors.

EXTERNAL
(outside the school)

Opportunities

- Possible opportunities to receive a grant from outside
organisations.

- Opportunities to form long-term partnerships with local garden
centres, businesses.

- Green space could be used for the benefit of the local community.

- Allows for further learning in the curriculum, such as gardening and
the importance of taking care of nature.

- Opportunities to grow a long-term relationship with the local
businesses and community.

- Continuous positive partnership with the PTA.

_Subbort from PTA by sending an email for donations and subport.

Threats

Weather may not be suitable to work on the given planned
day.

Lack of long-term supervision may allow for the green space
to be vandalised.

Health and safety concerns may need a severe risk
assessment.

Lack of DBS may cause issues when inviting the local
community in to assist.
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- Opportunities to get student to write personal letters for support
from businesses.
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