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The Time Team documentary on the Iconic Battle of Hastings explores the potential location of the Battlefield. The most iconic story of where the Abbey was built and where the altar was made was where Harold died. And other locations speculated such as Caldbec Hill, and even a suggestion of the battle taking place in Crowhurst. Time Team took to taking two digs, one on the Abbey field, where annual re-enactments take place and one on Caldbec Hill. This was because there have not been any archaeological finds to do with the Battle of Hastings, the only records we have of the battle taking place is on the Bayeux Tapestry, written sources such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles and the building of the Abbey. The Battle of Hastings is a very important point in English History as this changed Britain’s entire aristocracy, and even changed the lives of common people. The language has been changed to this French, English, and Latin mix, because of the invasion of the Normans and their influence in religion. 
 There is an old axe that was found, and on the Bayeux Tapestry does show the use of axes by the Anglo-Saxons. It was given to a museum and was found in the 1900s, however this axe has been tampered with by original owners meaning that the date from it can not be found, but we can tell it’s very old which means it could have been used in the battle. When digging up these ‘supposed’ places the battle could have taken place they did not find very much and nothing to do with military warfare. On the Abbey field they had to dig quite deep as the ground has been tampered with re-enactment battles that takes place every year to celebrate the battle of Hastings. However, these two sites did not yield the archaeology that they wanted as it gave them nothing militarily or even any evidence of a battle taking place. Time Team concluded that the Battle took place where there now sits a roundabout leading out of the village of Battle, this is because it’s on a slope, and at a location where the Saxon shield wall could not be flanked by the Normans. However, no archaeology has been done here, but this is the supposed location of where the axe was found. Other than that, they have no evidence only the satellite and terrain reconstructions they do in the programme to show this evidence.  
	
We then investigate the site of Crowhurst where Nick Austin believes the battle took place. Austin uses the physical sources of the Tapestry and written works to identify where the battle took place. He believes there were Turkish soldiers with crossbows in the battle on the side of the Normans. Austin also has ‘archaeological’ evidence of helmets used in the battle. However, a specialist on weapons called Thom Richardson believed it might be from a ‘bucket’. This really debunks Austin’s theory on the battlefield being in Crowhurst. Considering Crowhurst is a few miles from the town of Battle, renamed that for the famous Battle and where Battle Abbey stands, it does not make sense for the battle to taken place in Crowhurst. We also can’t really trust written sources as many were biased and used as propaganda for the winning side, they even may have small changes for dramatic effect, also the writer may be writing may years later. This means the narrative would most likely change depending on who was told and the agenda of the story. For example, the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles of the Battle of Hastings was made 100 years after the battle, which means we can not trust what is written. We are also told that an apple tree also marks the spot of the battle and was very significant. It was thought to be on Caldbec Hill. But there is no sign of this apple tree which makes it hard to locate where the battle took place. 
	Nick Austin has delivered a response for the Time Team and their ‘roundabout’ theory, which highlights his frustration. He is adamant that the Battle didn’t take place where the Time Team crew concluded it on, which is the roundabout leading out of the town of Battle, and relatively close to the Abbey. He relies heavily on the written works that was produced after the battle and refers lots to the Anglo-axon chronicles, which was mentioned in the documentary as was told to be taken with ‘a pinch of salt’, which means what is being said in the book is not a reliable source of information. This because it was written 100 years after and since stories are passed orally before it was written down, and the only depiction of the Battle is the Bayeux Tapestry, which can be interpreted differently by people. This means the source is not reliable as the person who wrote it was not at the battle. 

	The Bayeux Tapestry is thought to be made in two different workshops by English people. It came from Canterbury and uses similar depictions seen at Canterbury. The artists are very detailed in the weaponry and armour. Which helps us understand different type of weapons that was in the battle and how the two different side looked like. The Tapestry was made just after the Battle of Hastings and could be considered a piece of propaganda by the Normans. As it shows their decisive victory and their conquer of Hastings. The Tapestry gives us very subtle messages throughout. However, the was repair works in the 20th century, and the repair that was made was a vital scene of the death of Harold. It’s suggested that the iconic story of him being shot in the eye by an arrow might not actually be true. It might in fact be another weapon, which changes the narrative massively. The Tapestry also shows soldiers and people looting the battlefield after the battle, which can suggest why big parts of archaeology has not been found. However, broken bits of armour and weapons should be found, if this was a very bloody battle as depicted. 

	In conclusion the Time Team documentary gives you a different insight to the Battle of Hastings and does show different perspective and locations that the battle could have taken place. Its shows us them attempting to find archaeological evidence to back up their ideas, but it might just be the battlefield will be lost as we are unable to find archaeological information. We know it took place as we have the Abbey to commemorate that, the Bayeux Tapestry to show the Norman victory and written sources that suggests a battle happened. With Battle being a built-up village now makes it hard for archaeological digs to take place especially on the roundabout as it is a main road from Hastings into Battle. 

References-
Time Team, Battle of Hastings- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bm-gARMbWiA Accessed 04/02/2022
Nick Austin’s Response- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYslFFKSNpk Accessed 04/02/2022 
 
 


