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     I was not familiar with this show Crazy for You. It was a completely new musical to me, including the plot and music.  The only knowledge I had on the show, is that it is a Tap Show revolving round the characters Bobby and Polly. This proved to be a challenge for me personally, as I found the beginning of this project much more difficult to embrace as I had to learn many more details and information quicker than I had done in previous projects.  At the same time, this has really helped me as an actor, to give me an insight into having to perform brand new material with confidence and skill as I would material known to me. and due to the industry constantly introduces new shows and revivals, so this experience will benefit my future greatly. It has also taught me the importance of sight reading and learning dialogue quickly as a performer. 
     The first week of rehearsals fell on Jubilee week which allowed me more time to really delve into the characters and background of Crazy for you. This really helped me as I was struggling to engage with the show and time for research provided clarity and focus. In this production I am playing the lead character, Bobby Child, who is a young aspiring performer held back by his controlling mother for whom he works as banker. He is sent to foreclose a theatre in Deadrock where he ends up falling in love with Polly Baker. It follows his journey to actually saving the theatre which he was sent to foreclose. Personally, I would class myself as a contemporary musical theatre performer so to be cast as the lead for a more classical musical brought some concerns for me as an actor.  In a previous module where I was also struggling to get a baseline for a character, I used an existing character from a TV show or musical from that time period and class to use as a stimulant for the type of characteristics and style my character needed to have. After hearing some of the music and scenes I immediately became reminded of Singing in The Rain which I used as a focus point to try and allow myself to enter the world of this time period. James also set us the task of watching Fred Astaire films and specifically for me to watch the famous TV show Jeeves and Wooster, which is a comedy series following “the insane shenanigans of Bertram Wooster and his faithful butler Jeeves” (Amazon) Watching the Fred Astaire films and films such as Singing in the Rain featuring Gene Kelly helped me realize that my character needed to have this fun, charming energy, with the etiquette of someone from a family of wealth and status. It was good to recognize the similarities in these characters so I can use them in my interpretation of the character Bobby. 
     The TV show Jeeves and Wooster gave me more of an understanding of my characters type of lifestyle and what would be involved in a normal day in the life of Bobby Child. This helped steer my characterization during rehearsals as the character is so different to me as a person and it was good to imagine where he may have come from or what struggles he may have had today. During the first acting module on this course, I learnt a great technique Pictures, which has influenced and had a dramatic effect on my characterization and performance.  Pictures is useful as “having a specific image to refer to you will bring to life the characters history and their emotional life into view for the audience” (Cullen, 2020) which using these questions and context of my character I have begun creating pictures in order to help me gain that emotional connection and feeling of the character Bobby.
     After we have started to get the piece on its feet and get to the stage of having Act 1 nearly complete, I really began to see the importance of having Bobby really established as a character. I believe this as I feel the whole show is just an insight into Bobby’s world. Throughout the whole show, every relationship, conversation and dance break that happens, helps the audience and other characters fall in love with this charming, energetic young dreamer, Bobby. The next steps for me personally are to really understand Bobby’s relationships with other characters and what they mean to him. The storyline of this show really allows the connections between characters to shine through which is sometimes not seen as much in modern musical so I am looking forward to exploring this further in the weeks to come.
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