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'A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers'
(World count 1501)



This essay critically compares and contrast two JSTOR papers, using the search times 'Astrology' and 'Culture'. The two papers chosen are Daniel M. Goodkind, 'Creating New Traditions in Modern Chinese Populations: Aiming for Birth in the Year of the Dragon', Population and Development Review, Vol. 17, No. 4 (Dec., 1991), pp. 663-686, and of Jungmin Lee and Myungho Paik, 'Sex Preferences and Fertility in South Korea during the Year of the Horse', Demography, Vol. 43, No. 2 (May, 2006), pp. 269-292.


Several factors are known to affect demography and astrology is new among them. Many East Asian societies throughout the world began to exhibit enormous birth fluctuations during significant lunar zodiac years. The two studies of Daniel M. Goodkind and Jungmin Lee and Myungho Paik identify diﬀrent causes of zodiacal birth-timing motivations. Daniel M. Goodkind used both qualitative and quantitative methods and his paper was a secondary source for Jungmin Lee and Myungho Paik, who based on quantitative methods.

Throughout this paper, the term ‘Chinese astrology’ will refer to the Chinese lunar calendar organized in a cycle of 12 years, traditionally used in China and Korea. Each year is characterized by an animal and modiﬁed by the element associated with that year (water, wood, earth, ﬁre or metal). Fate is believed to be determined by the day and time of particular action, including birth. However, according to Shigeru Nakayama, Chinese fate calculation is not interpretation of celestial motions as in Western astrology. It is rather an application of calendrical elements to personal or mundane affairs, based on ancient observation of the planetary motion.

Term 'culture', as Raymond Williams showed, among other significations, may indicates a particular way of life, whether of a people, a period, a group, or humanity in general.


The Dragon is the only magical creature among 12 zodiacal animals and traditionally is linked with high-power and elevated position. In the Years of Dragon of 1976 and 1988, examinated by Daniel M. Goodkind, fertility rates surged among the Chinese in all Asia, from a few percent to 24-26 percent in Singapore and Malaysia. In the past it was not possible mainly because of  lack of modern contraception and this preference has never manifested itself in any Chinese population before 1976, when Mao Ze Dong died. (The next significant Chinese leader was Deng Xiaoping, who was born in the Year of Dragon). 

Daniel M. Goodkind linked this phenomenon with Chinese astrology and economic growth in several Asian countries in 1975 and later, but foremost proved that this is a new habit, representing a reinterpretation and continuation of old traditional belief.

While the Dragon is strong and helping, the Horse is considered as an argumentative and revolting power. In the Years of Horse, examinated by Jungmin Lee and Myuhgho Paik, general fertility rate in South Korea was lower (14.2 percent in 1978, 6.7 percent in 1990), although gender distribution of newborns was significantly higher for boys. The availability of contraception and technology for prenatal sex selection has made it easier to avoiding having a child with negative horoscope, even if sex selective abortion was forbidden in South Korea. Jungmin Lee and Myuhgho Paik also suggested, that many new born girls could be registered by parents in months before and after the year of the Horse to avoid bad astrological influence. (This is not unusual in South Korea, where parents prefer to report children's birth date in first two months of the year so that their children may start school a year earlier which in turn will give them possibility to attempt to pass the exams to college again, if they would fail for the first time).
Jungmin Lee and Myuhgho Paik claims that is also a new habit in South Korea, which is similar to Daniel M. Goodkind observations about Chinese, although in South Korea is more related to preference of having sons rather than daughters.


Both papers linked origins of this phenomenon with Japanese legend of Hinoenuma. Strong manifestation of zodiacal influence on demography in Asia occurred in Japan in 1966, when fertility plummeted by over 25 percent. It was the Year of Fire Horse, and according to the Hinoenuma legend, girls born this year were destined to be dangerous and eventually could murder their husbands and remain very unhappy. This may have helped to inspire parents in other Asian countries not only to avoid give birth in the Years of Horse, but backwards to emphasizes them to give birth in astrological good years, and in results established Chinese astrology as another tool  for planning births.

According to Stephen Karcher symbols in divination, including astrology, carry cultural myths and give people access to them. Symbol is a living thing and has a healing function in divinatory practices. Moreover, symbol represents a language that mediates human and spiritual forces and establishes a continuity.
 The Horse is a symbol of masculinity, free spirit and a social status. Images of the dragons in China are connected with divine blessings. Coiled dragon appeared on the flag of Ching dynasty (1644-1911), but during Mao's period in China dragon was condemned as a symbol of backwardness, together with astrology and divination. For Chinese, who lived abroad, the dragon was a symbol of unity. Daniel M. Goodkind also claim that dragon is a symbol of new Chinese identity and even the main guardian of Chinese culture.
Earlier, in a 1905 Paul Carus noticed, that people in China used to say “in ox hour” instead of “two o'clock”.
 It was common knowledge, while Chinese astrology preserved more official character and as Shigeru Nakayama claims, it was limited to the ruler and to his household members, and was kept in secrecy. Nowadays the basic knowledge about it is easy to obtain in China, South Korea and many others Asian countries. In Korean press, as Jungmin Lee with Myungho Paik have proven in their paper, the antipathy for the year of Horse was often well versed. 
The media influence and their role in popularizing Chinese astrology is slightly mentioned by Daniel M. Goodkind, but his article have been written in 1991. During the past 28 years, much more information about Chinese astrology has become available on Internet.


According to Daniel Goodking astrology nowadays is a kind of consumer-choice framework that is used by people to decide when to have births. Rational choice theory assumed that the consumer has ability in calculation on which choice will maximize his or her received value and in consequence the consumer selects accordingly. By Michael Hechter and Satoshi Kanazawa the rational choice theory could be successfully applied to family.

Demographical data cited by Daniel Goodking showed that Chinese astrology is one of many motivating forces that prompted some parents to begin using contraception to delay births in astrologically inauspicious years. Having or not having baby is a question of choice, not accident (happy or not).

In a 2010 study published by the American Economic Journal, Quy-Toan Do and Tung D. Phung analysed similar to China astrological impact on demography in Vietnam, and stated that the horoscope of child carries information about whether the child was planned by parents.
 Children born in astrologically desired years have been found to have better health and education outcomes. They concluded that children today are much less important as a basic source of economic support for older parents because of improvement of publicly funded benefits in many Asian countries. 
The main value of children has shifted from the economic benefits to psychological and relational benefits. Daniel Goodkind also noticed that in smaller families, parents become more concerned with child quality, and horoscope is their first investment in child's future.



What is remarkable about these two papers is their agreement about the demographic impact of the Chinese astrology, which is transmitted through the contacts of cultures. The Dragon or Horse Year preference is not grounded in any old formal astrological principle because the Chinese calendar was not constructed to help people select year for birth but powerful symbols attract parents attention. New habit, emerged in Japan, spread widely through China, Korea and other Asian countries and become part of its culture. It may look like an irrational behaviour but in fact, even if based on non-scientific principle, this is reasoning and conscious choice.


This essay compared and contrasted two papers that each shared the subject of ‘Astrology’ and ‘Culture'. The two papers chosen were Daniel M. Goodkind, 'Creating New Traditions in Modern Chinese Populations: Aiming for Birth in the Year ofthe Dragon', Population and Development Review, Vol. 17, No. 4 (Dec., 1991), pp. 663-686, and of Jungmin Lee and Myungho Paik, 'Sex Preferences and Fertility in South Korea during the Year of the Horse', Demography, Vol. 43, No. 2 (May, 2006), pp. 269-292. The essay considered these two papers via the themes of traditional beliefs, cultural transition and demography. In investigating the evidence, this essay found that in general the papers presented the same definitions of Chinese astrology and proved astrological impact on parental choices.
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