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[bookmark: _GoBack]A written assignment showing how a series of learning opportunities can be inter-linked to demonstrate progression in an area of learning and experience. 
In this essay I will discuss the importance of assessment for learning (AFL) relating to progression in areas of learning and experience. There are a variety of AFL strategies used in schools including; basketball not ping-pong, no hands up, traffic lights, summative and formative assessment and questioning. Black and Wiliam (1998) suggested that there were four key recommendations in relation to AFL. The children have more time to think and answer questions, teachers should provide constructive comments rather than marks as this will help the children to improve. They also recommend encouraging children to assess themselves and each other along with involving the children in the design of assessments and mark schemes. AFL is important to as teachers must be aware of the pupil’s progress and difficulties in order for them to adapt their work to meet the needs of their pupils (Black and Wiliam 1998). 
Estyn (2018) produced a report involving the assessment for learning and thinking skills in Gaer Primary School. The report focusses on the use of the shared role when creating a success criteria. This involved the students and teachers together constructing the criteria, this was beneficial for the students as they had a clear understanding what was expected of them during their lessons. The school also introduced a series of thinking hats, each coloured hat represented something different that the children have to think about whist they are reflecting on their own or their peer’s work. Yellow represents the things that went well, black represents the things that did not go well, red relates to emotions and feelings, green is creativity, white is facts and information and blue relates to the next steps. These assessments were written and oral reflections of the children’s work. It was proven that these strategies helped to produce an active environment for the children’s learning and they had engaged in their learning without the fear of making mistakes. 
The class that I have chosen to focus on are Year 2 children aged 7 and 8. I have chosen the theme of Pirates which will be introduced to the children through the story Winnie and Wilbur The Pirate Adventure (Paul and Thomas, 2013). This story will set the scene to the children and they will have opportunities to ask questions and discuss the topic, providing suggestions for activities they would like to do. Each area of learning will be delivered to the whole class over an hour-long session each day for a week. The areas of learning that will be covered are; Science and Technology, Language, Literacy and Communication and Expressive Arts. During the Science and Technology learning episodes, the children will be designing and creating their own pirate ships and be given the opportunity to test and re-design their ships. The Language, Literacy and Communication learning episodes will focus on story writing, the children will design their own pirate character and create their own pirate story. Finally, the Expressive Arts learning episodes will be focused on drama and music, children will be in small groups where they will create a short play of their own pirate adventure. 
	The AFL strategies I will be using during my learning episodes are; lollipop sticks, basketball not ping-pong, peer-assessment, post it, redrafting, thumbs up and down, think pair share, no hands up, questioning and two stars and a wish. All of these AFL strategies will help identify lack of knowledge throughout the areas of learning so that the children’s learning can be catered more to them. 
To assess a pupil’s learning, it is essential to gather, record, interpret, use and report information regarding their achievement on developing knowledge, skills and attitude. Standardised testing is used in schools worldwide, it is believed that testing and summative assessment is beneficial as it enables professionals to compare scores with children all over of the same age. Summative assessment is the assessment of learning which provides a certificate or a grade for the pupil to see (Education Services Australia). However, others argue that summative assessment is problematic as children have gaps in their knowledge as what is not on the test, is not taught. Teachers also have to create a range of tasks and activities to ensure all learning styles are catered for within the classroom. Also, children feel as they are what they score, and they often get ignored as individuals. On the other hand, formative assessments which is the assessment for learning is seen to be more beneficial within schools as the children are receiving ongoing feedback which helps them identify where they have gone wrong and where they need to go next. Formative assessment is used as a means for children to know what they have to do to further their learning. 
Questioning is an important strategy used in the classroom, it involves all of the students in the lesson which then increases motivation and interest. Critical thinking skills are also developed through the use of questioning (Appleby, 2015). Teachers are able to identify what the children already know and what they don’t know. From this they are then able to scaffold the children’s learning. There are many types of questions that can be asked by teachers; open, closed, literal and higher order. Open questions caters for a range of answers, closed questions have a predetermined right answer. Literal questions involve recalling facts or simple comprehension where children will find the answer stated in a text. Lastly, higher order questions involve cognitive demand of children and encourage thinking outside the box. Questioning can be used alongside Bloom’s Taxonomy (1956) which is a hierarchy of cognitive thinking skills. The base of the hierarchy is knowledge which relates back to prior knowledge, then its comprehension which is where understanding is demonstrated. The next steps are application and analysis which is where the learner applies their knowledge to actual situations and breaks down their ideas into simpler parts. Synthesis is the next step where the learner collects ideas and puts them together to form a whole new purpose. Finally, evaluation, this is where the learner is able to make judgements based on internal evidence. Bloom’s Taxonomy (1956) will help teachers to form assessments and also help the children to self-assess as they will identify where the gaps in their knowledge are. 
Another AFL strategy used is ‘basketball not ping-pong’, this is another questioning strategy where the question is bounced from the teacher to a pupil in the class and then the teacher asks another pupil what they thought of that answer, which enables the teacher to assess the learning and understanding of all pupils. This is the alternative to one pupil and a teacher having a conversation. Wiliam (1998) backs up this strategy, he suggests that all teachers should use this type of questioning. 
Think-Pair-Share is a popular formative AFL strategy used by teachers, this involves the teacher posing a problem to the class, they then have thinking time to collect their ideas together before sharing them with their partner. This helps the children to develop a conceptual understanding of a topic and also to develop their abilities to understand the information from another point of view. This strategy enables the teacher to circulate the classroom and gather the children’s understanding of the topic and identify lack of knowledge in the topic. 
Another strategy used for AFL is the use of feedback to learners. It has been proven that marks and grades do not have a positive effect on children’s learning. Whereas, teachers leaving comments on the children’s work enables the child to identify where they have gone wrong or where they need to improve in order to improve their learning further. Welsh Assembly Government (2010) states that it is essential for assessment for learning to happen throughout the process of learning and not just at the end of a topic. It is more effective when done frequently as the gaps in the learning are closed early on and the children are able to make ongoing improvements to their work which then means that each child can progress. 
Peer and self-assessment is also an important strategy used within the assessment for learning process. Learners must be able to understand the steps that they need to take and the improvements they need to make in order to achieve a learning intention (Welsh Assembly Government, 2010). A model is useful to the children as they are able to visualise the end product that they need to produce and they can refer back to it throughout their learning in order to stay on track. The effectiveness of self and peer-assessment relates back to the child’s understanding of the success criteria thus it is essential that children are involved in the creation of the success criteria. Peer-assessment offers a unique opportunity for learners as they feel more comfortable around their peers compared to their teachers. This means that they will not fear asking for help or asking questions to help them understand as they would not want to interrupt their teacher. 
Within my learning episodes I chose to create a ‘big question’, this is set up to help improve the learner’s quality of talk. Children are able to think deeply about their answers and can lead to a deeper understanding of the topic in question. Through this type of question, the children receive more thinking time and may become more relaxed as they do not feel as if they only have a few seconds to think and answer the question. 
The theme I chose for my learning episodes was pirates as it is a fun theme which will engage the pupils in their learning. The children will cover the Science and Technology area of learning as they will be designing and creating their own pirate ships to sail across the school pond from materials they may find inside the classroom or in the nature area. I used the new draft curriculum (Welsh Government 2020) to construct an appropriate learning objective for this area of learning. The children will have listened to the story Winnie and Wilbur The Pirate Adventure (Paul and Thomas, 2013) and will have the opportunity to use ‘think pair share’ to discuss the problems the pirate had with his ship in the story. This gives the children the chance to develop on their own knowledge and ideas that they will need to create their own ships. As a model, there will be a good and bad example of a pirate ship, this will be the focus for a class discussion. 
 The design process will involve researching pirate ships to identify materials they will need and identify how it will look, the children will use iPads and computers in pairs for this task. From this, the children will draw up a plan of their ship including a list of materials, a method and a short rationale. After the children have designed their ships, there will be a class discussion which will focus on improving the quality of talk and questioning. 
There will be one big question which is ‘What makes an efficient pirate ship?’ to which the children will use to discuss relating to the modelled pirate ships. They will include questions and information regarding the materials used, the way it is constructed and also if they think that the ship will float or sink. A no hands up approach will be applied to this discussion with longer thinking time. Wiliam (2015), supports the no hands up rule as this gives all members of the class time to think of an answer as they could get chosen at random. He states that children will only raise their hands when they are confident, they have the correct answer. By adopting the no hands up rule, the teacher is able to identify which pupils understand. As a result of this discussion, the children will be able to evaluate their own work and go back to make any changes in order to improve their designs. 
Once the children have improved their designs, the children will collect their materials and start to build their very own pirate ship. They will firstly build a prototype of their design and then the final product. During the making process of the pirate ships, the children will be stopped and have the opportunity to take part in a walking gallery. Through this, the children will be able to see other children’s work and become inspired by it. After all children have been around, the children will be asked to stop where they are and give feedback on their peer’s work, one thing they like and one thing they would do differently. Finally, once the children have made their pirate ships, they will test them across the school pond. After the ships have been tested, each individual will write down two stars and a wish on a mini whiteboard. This will help the teacher to identify areas of improvement for both the learners and the activities for future reference. 
The second area of learning that I will cover in my lesson plans will be Language, Literacy and Communication. Within this area of learning, the main focus will be on story writing. The draft curriculum (Welsh Government, 2020) was used to form a learning objective for these series of learning episodes. Before the children start to write their own stories they will take part in a class discussion relating to the structure of a story. The big question will be ‘what is in a story?’ from this, one child will be chosen from random, using lollipop sticks to give an answer, then another child will follow on with another answer. This strategy is called basketball not ping-pong, where instead of the teacher bouncing the question and answer between themselves and one pupil, it is between them and the entire class, where pupils give their opinion on their peers answer. This gives all pupils in the class the opportunity to think and provide an answer. 
Working together, the teacher and the pupils will construct a success criteria for the stories and what they think they should include, this criteria will be written on the board for the children to see at all times. This will enable the children to include everything they need to in their story and also refer back to if they get stuck. The children will create their own pirate character in their literacy books, labelling the pirate features and writing a short paragraph to describe their character. From this they will choose a location for their story to take place and also list what other characters they will include in their story. To assist the children with their story writing, they will use a story board. These will be differentiated to suit the abilities of the children. The currently higher attaining children will have a story board with an increased number of lines for writing. Whereas, the currently lower attaining children will have more boxes for pictures than lines for writing and they will have a teaching assistant present to help them. All children will have a word mat with adjectives and pirate related vocabulary for inspiration on their table. 
After the children’s story boards are complete, the children will use the success criteria to peer-assess their partners story board. Using a different coloured pen, on the back the children will write two positive comments and one improvement which will need to be corrected by the pupils before moving on. Once the story boards have been checked by the teacher the children can move on to write their stories in their books. Using feedback, the children can improve their stories which will be seen in their final copy of their stories. To celebrate the children’s work, their story boards and written stories will be presented on a display board within the classroom. At the end of these learning episodes, the children will go to four tables, each entitled something different. These titles are; ‘What have I learnt?’, ‘What I have found easy?’, ‘What have I found difficult?’ and ‘What do I want to know now?’. They will write their comments on post it notes and stick them in the relevant sections. This will enable the teacher to identify where the children need to go to further their learning. 
Lastly, the final area of learning I will cover is Expressive Arts, this area of learning enables pupils to express themselves in an alternative way. This gives pupils who are not seen as ‘academic’ to thrive through other means of learning. Expressive Arts involves; the use of music, media, film, dance, drama and art. Within these learning episodes the children will work together in small groups, to produce their own short play lasting around five minutes. The lesson objective was taken from the draft curriculum (Welsh Government, 2020) The teacher and the teaching assistants will improvise a short play to model to the children what they have to produce. This will enable them to identify characters, storylines and also acting skills that they will need to include. From this model the class and teacher will produce a success criteria to help the children. They will all have the same title which is ‘The big treasure hunt’ and from this they will interpret their own ideas. The children will be asked to give a blind thumbs up or down at the carpet in relation to their understanding of the task. It is a blind thumbs up so that the children do not just copy their friends and this helps the teacher to accurately identify the children who may need extra help with the task. 
The children will all have to work together to brainstorm ideas for their plays, including characters, locations, costumes and main events. They will have the opportunity to use musical instruments to accompany their play if they wish along with costumes and props from their role play area. Many roles will be adopted throughout the process of playwriting and the children will have to discuss and resolve issues amongst themselves. After the children have written their scripts, they will be handed in to the teacher. The teacher will adopt the comment-only approach which provides the children with feedback focussed on progression, how they can make their plays better. Following the feedback, the children will spend some time redrafting their playscripts including all key elements of a play. Once the final scripts have been produced, the children can now have time to practice their plays and gather everything they need for their performance. Finally, the children have the chance to perform their plays for each other in their small groups. At the end of the performances the teacher will set out three different coloured mats; red (I do not understand), orange (I’m still unsure) and green (I understand). The children will then be asked to go up to the mats in their small groups, they will stand on a coloured mat to correspond to their understanding of playwriting and acting. This will enable the teacher to identify the whole class understanding and if there are more common gaps in the children’s learning. 
To conclude, I believe that assessment for learning strategies are essential in the progression of a child’s learning. This is because AFL strategies help children to identify where they are with their learning, where they need to be and the steps they need to take to get there. However, I do believe that there can be too much AFL in lessons, bombarding children with feedback and questioning can sometimes fluster children and also make them more confused. Appropriate means of AFL should be used and tailored to the children in order to become effective. It is important to create time for change after feedback is given, once feedback has been applied and corrections are made then this would be an appropriate time to move the learning along. Assessment for learning is particularly beneficial to those pupils who are low achieving as they are encouraged and empowered to take more responsibility for their learning, therefore they learn more effectively. The process of assessing children’s learning should be carried out throughout the learning experience, this will enable both the teacher and pupil to make improvements to their teaching and learning as they go along. If assessment for leaning is done at the end of a topic or a term, it is then too late to revisit the work and make improvements to try and close the knowledge gaps within the learners. 
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Story boards
°:;;'s':5 The teacher intorduces story boards to
ks the children The children sit and listen to the
1o pror demonstration
learning)
Teaching | Teaching staff support low at The children will create a character of a
Learning | PuPlls to construct their stories. pirate and then produce their own story
board. Then they will write up their story
into their literacy books
Plenary ’ ey .
The teacher gathers all children to listen | The children’s work is being celebrated
to a few examples by the whole class.
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