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	ASSIGNMENT / COURSEWORK SPECIFICATION


	Programme:
	BA IDM III, BA CCGD III & BA 3DCA III

	Module/Unit:
	Dissertation

	Assignment No:
	1 of 1
	Lecturer:
	BI, PMO, SS
	Internal Verifier:
	K. Palmer


	Assignment Title:
	Final Year Dissertation


	Hand Out Date:
	10th Oct 2011
	Return Date:
	31st Oct 2011
5th Dec 2011
27th Jan 2012
	Contribution to Overall 

Module/Unit Assessment (%):
	100


	Penalties for late submission:  Up to one week late, maximum grade of Pass.  Over one week late, Fail.


	Outcomes being Assessed (from Module/Unit Syllabus):

	Number
	Description

	1
	Develop a suitable and appropriate dissertation proposal.

	2
	Implement the proposal:

· Conduct an in depth investigation of contemporary concepts, theories and applications relevant to the Major Project.
· Undertake a rigorous analysis of the evidence gathered.
· Generate and justify appropriate conclusions based on the previous analyses.

	3
	Write and submit an academically rigorous document.


	Common Skills (Key Skills):
	X if present
	Tick if assessed

(HND/C only – normally only one)

	1.
Managing and Developing Self
	X
	

	2.
Working with and Relating to Others
	X
	

	3.
Communicating 
	X
	

	4.
Managing Tasks
	X
	

	5.
Applying Numeracy
	X
	

	6.
Applying Technology
	
	

	7.
Applying Design and Creativity
	X
	


Swansea Metropolitan University
School of Digital Media

BA 3DCA III, BA CCGD III, BA IDM III
Final Year Dissertation

Barry Ip, Scott Smith, Phil Organ
The third year Dissertation is an opportunity for you to develop and enhance the skills and methodologies acquired through the respective Contextual Studies modules in Levels 4 and 5. Through a process of self-directed and supervised research, you will extend and enhance your ability to articulate your theoretical ideas and analytical techniques which will culminate in a 6,000 word dissertation.

Guidance will be given via two lectures at the beginning of the semester, which will include a re-cap on using the library’s research facilities and idea generation. These will be followed by 15 minutes of tutorial support from a dedicated supervisor every fortnight until the final submission date.
This is a student-led module, and hence the choice of subject for the dissertation is up to you. However, it must relate to your Major Project.  You are required to submit a 300 word synopsis which concisely summarises your chosen area of investigation, as agreed with your appointed supervisor, by 31st October 2011. 

Staff leading the module may provide examples of previously completed dissertations, give general and individual guidance on research techniques, and advice on writing and presentation styles appropriate for dissertations. Guidance will also be given on dissertation structure and referencing standards.

The requirements and deadlines for the dissertation are as follows:

· A synopsis of the proposed Dissertation, 300 words in length by Monday 31st October 2011.
· A draft interim submission of 3,000 words is required by Monday 5th December 2011.
· The final submission date of the completed 6,000 word Dissertation is Friday 27th January 2011, worth 100% of the module mark.
All work is to be submitted to Susan in the front office of the SDM building on or before the dates given above, and an electronic copy submitted to Turnitin via Moodle. Please ensure that you submit the synopsis and interim draft, as these will prove essential for supervisors to give you appropriate and timely feedback on the development of your work. 
You are required to submit two printed and soft-bound copies of the final Dissertation, signed with a declaration that it is all your own work, as well as an electronic version to Turnitin.  Please refer to the Final Year Dissertation General Guidelines for more details about the structure/presentation of the dissertation.
Please allow at least four working weeks from each hand in date for feedback and final marks.

	Grading Criteria (Degree)

	0-35
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is below the standard required at the current level of your Degree programme. Work falls short of the threshold standards in relation to one or more of knowledge, intellectual, subject based or key skills.  Work is based on only minimal understanding, application or effort.  It will offer only very limited evidence of familiarity with knowledge or skills appropriate to the field of study or task and/or demonstrate inadequate capability in key skills essential to the task concerned. It may address the assessment task to some extent, or include evidence of successful engagement with some of the subject matter, but such satisfactory characteristics will be clearly outweighed by major deficiencies across remaining areas. Other reasons for failing the coursework may include excessive absenteeism; academic dishonesty (cheating), plagiarism or failure to participate in teamwork.


	35-39
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is below, but at the upper end is approaching the standard required at the current level of your Degree programme. Whilst some points are correctly presented there are serious errors and/or omissions and/or irrelevant material. It indicates work of an insufficient standard. It will show very limited knowledge or understanding of the relevant subject area, and display weak writing and analytical skills and/or poor application of technique. Writing will exhibit weak grammar, very inadequate or absent references and/or bibliography and may contain major factual errors. Quantitative work will contain significant errors and incorrect conclusions.


	40-49


	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an acceptable standard at the current the level of your Degree programme. Work demonstrates some familiarity with and grasp of a factual/conceptual knowledge base for the field of study and/or ability to employ specialist skills, but only just meeting threshold standards. Work may be characterised by some significant errors, omissions or problems, but there will be sufficient evidence of development and competence. Writing may be poorly presented without properly laid out referencing/bibliography, or in the case of quantitative work, it may not be possible to follow the logic and reasoning leading to the results obtained and the conclusions reached. 


	50-59
	The work is of a satisfactory to very satisfactory standard at the current level of your Degree programme. Work demonstrates ability to evaluate new information, concepts and evidence from a range of sources and generate ideas through the analysis of concepts at an abstract level. Arguments and issues will be discussed and referenced, but these may not be fully documented or detailed. The work will be mostly accurate and provide some evidence of the ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate and apply required methods/techniques. There will be no serious omissions or inaccuracies. There will be good evidence of ability to take responsibility for own learning including the selection and use of relevant techniques and applying creative skills. With Quantitative work it should be possible to follow the logical steps leading to the answer obtained and the conclusions reached. 


	60-69
	A mark in this range is indicative of that the work is of a very good standard for the current level of your Degree programme.  Work of commendable quality commanding wide ranging specialised technical, creative and/or conceptual skills.  There will be consistent evidence of capability in all relevant subject-based skills, including the ability to self-evaluate and work autonomously and to use effectively specified techniques in appropriate contexts. Writing work will make excellent use of appropriate, fully referenced, detailed examples and there will be clear evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation.  Any quantitative work will be clearly presented, the results should be correct and any conclusions clearly and accurately expressed.
  

	70-84
	A mark in this range is indicative that the work is of an excellent standard for the current level of your Degree programme.  Work is based on a rigorous and broad knowledge base, demonstrating ability to analyse, synthesise, evaluate concepts and/or interpret and describe the creative expression and the associated workflow process including both the design and development/production considerations. The work will go beyond that provided on reading lists and include independent work.  There will be strong evidence of competence across a range of specialised skills and the capability to operate autonomously. The work will exhibit excellent levels of knowledge and understanding, with elements of originality and flair.


	85-100
	A mark in this range is indicative of outstanding work.  Marks in this range will be awarded for work that exhibits excellent levels of knowledge and understanding throughout with substantial elements of originality and flair. The work will demonstrate a broad range of critical reading that goes well beyond that provided on reading lists. Marks at the upper end of the range will indicate that the work is of publishable, or near publishable academic standard.
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