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The scholarly viewpoint I have chosen is from the book titled ‘Faith and Criticism: The Sarum Lectures 1992’[footnoteRef:1] which is written by Basil Mitchell. This book addresses the problems that arise for educators teaching religious education as “safeguarding the faith and submitting it to criticism are often entrusted to people who may wish to keep religion out of moral education.” Here Mitchell is explaining that those teaching religious education may not be educated in the field and therefore use their own religious and personal views to educate. He also states how the criticisms and safeguarding of faith and interconnected and therefore it becomes difficult for educators to find that balance. [1:  Mitchell, Basil, (Print publication 1995), (Published Online October 2011.) “Faith and Criticism: The Sarum Lectures 1992.” “Religious Education”, Oxford Scholarship Online available at: https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/.] 

This relates directly to my question about the place for religious education in schools. Mitchell goes on to state that “No religious education can be adequate” as each individual has their own view of religion and morals, the “moral implications of religious faith are left unexplored.” Overall, this book presents a balanced argument.
Mitchell has a background in arguing for the place for religious belief, an expertise in Philosophy, and studied at Oxford University. As a reader, I find helps when analysing and considering the reliability and validity of a text. However, I would also be considering whether his viewpoint is biased due to his environment rather than reflecting the experiences of religious educators in the UK.






