Assessment 1 – Archival Exercise

For this assessment Tintern Abbey, Monmouth was chosen as the topic for research. The process decided on was a search for primary sources of public records, official records, ecclesiastical records and deposited records created between the years 1131 and 1536. These dates were chosen as they begin with the year in which the abbey was originally founded, becoming the first Cistercian foundation in Wales and ends in the year when the last Abbot, Richard Wiche surrendered the abbey due to Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the Monasteries and thereby ending just over four hundred years of monastic life at the abbey . 
   Due to the current pandemic these searches were all carried out online however it included digitalised as well as traditionally held listings as it may still be possible to visit the archives in person. 
   When assembling a list of archival sources related to Tintern Abbey, possible repositories were listed in order of location and importance of the archives and the likelihood of the possibility of holding relevant information pertinent to my search. 
   As Tintern Abbey is situated in Wales I decided to start my search for local archival sources. First on the list was the National Library of Wales based in Cardiff and the Monastic Wales website. 
   Tintern Abbey is situated in Monmouthshire so consequently the words ‘archive records in Monmouthshire’ were entered into a search engine, this search revealed new sources unknown to me of Monmouthshire county record office and Gwent archives. 
   The benefit of being a student of a Welsh university with a renowned medieval library was used to consult the University of Wales Trinity St David’s library.   
    The online repository of the Medieval Genealogy website was included for the searching of charters granted to or including Tintern Abbey.
   The National Archives’ Discovery catalogue holds details of records held by The National Archives in Kew, London but also relevant sources in other archives which helps to broaden the search to other sources previously unthought of. As the National Archives is the official UK Government archive this makes it an important source to delve into. 
   Another national repository is the British Library in London and has a huge amount of manuscripts and medieval archived items and so was added to the list of possible sources.
   Finally, as the Cistercians originated from Citeaux in France, the Bibliotheque Nationale de France, in Paris was encompassed in the search. The library holds extensive collections of historical material and the online database makes them easy to access. 

From my searches I found was a petition to King Edward III from the Abbot of Tintern asking for a sum of money to be discharged. It is an interesting piece as it contains information about areas which are out of the King’s jurisdiction and the impact this had on Tintern Abbey in the Abbot’s inability to collect money owed. This gives an insight into the local politics amongst the abbeys and the views of the King on the Abbot. The source reference is 

London
The National Archives
SC (Petitioners: Abbot of Tintern. Addressees: King and Council. Occupation: …)
SC 8/143/7124.

A noteworthy find was the Bible of Tintern which is thirteenth century and French in style, written by two scribes and with good illustration. It would be of great interest to be able to view a bible that was used at Tintern Abbey. The reference for this is

Aberystwyth
The National Library of Wales
NLW MS 22631C [RESTRICTED ACCESS].
The medieval genealogy website revealed one record of an agreement from King Edward III concerning ownership of Tintern Abbey and other local properties such as Usk Castle and Caerleon passing ownership from Thomas de Chedeworth and Henry de Colyngham to Elizabeth de Burgo which was held on AALT’s website but located at the National Archives, the reference was 
London
The National Archives
CP (Divers, Various & Unknown Counties. Feet of Fine.)
CP 25/1/286/38.

The Monastic Wales website was a treasure trove of information, among the records were details of 13th century tiles from the floor of the abbey. One of particular interest was described as showing two birds feeding from a tree.  The records found previously were of ownership matters and land, but this was interesting as this concerned detail from the abbey not otherwise mentioned. This was referenced as 
Cardiff
National Museums & Galleries of Wales
32.376/51.

When undertaking this research, it was clearly evident that some caution was needing when selecting records, this was something that had not been anticipated. One previous owner of Chepstow Castle, William Marshal had been a generous benefactor of Tintern Abbey. Once after a particularly dangerous sailing to Ireland William vowed to build a religious house in the place where they made land to give thanks, the result was a sister house also called Tintern Abbey in County Wexford, Ireland. Two abbeys with the same name meant that it was imperative to clarify if records concerned those of the Welsh or Irish abbey and this is something that will be needed to be kept in mind for further research into Tintern Abbey.

Despite identifying ten archival sources for research the initial records found were less than expected. 

For further research in this area and to potentially locate additional records of interest it may be useful to expand the search dates. There may be important useful records containing details of the building of the abbey before it was officially founded in 1131 and despite the surrender and dissolution in 1536 there may be interesting information relating to who owned Tintern Abbey after the monks departed forever. 

Although primary sources are the gold standard of medieval research, secondary sources also have their value and may be written using primary sources that were not previously found and are another reason to extend the search dates of when the items were created.

As Tintern Abbey was an important Catholic abbey there may be records relating to the abbey in the Vatican Library and would be a route for further research.
   
Well respected archives of ancient libraries which had been founded centuries before the dissolution such as Oxford University’s Bodleian and Cambridge University’s Parker Library may also hold important items in their archives concerning Tintern Abbey and may prove useful for further study.
Finally, a simple search of the words ‘Tintern Abbey’ in a search engine may reveal interesting sources that have so far been unidentified and untapped.

Although this was a good beginning to researching Tintern Abbey and some useful sources identified, it is recognised that there are clearly other avenues for further study in this regard which may unveil information of interest about this monastic institution.





