Objective 1: Outline the different types of vehicle crime and how advanced technology has increased organised crime groups capabilities.
Objective 2: Analyse the impact of new generation vehicle crime by researching statistics and established articles.
Objective 3: Examine the public’s perception on vehicle crime and how it impacts the confidence in the police.
Objective 4: Recommend improvements needed to boost public confidence in the polices ability to resolve vehicle theft.
Literature Review
Introduction 
The police and public are increasingly being challenged by a new generation of vehicle crime, which has shockingly increased by 75% since 2013 (Grieg 2025). There are many types of vehicle crime relating to organised crime, alongside the use of technology, which can be used to steal modern day cars with miraculous ease displaying a problem for car manufacturers, vehicle owners and the police service. Analysing its impact on the police service and public is important as it ascertains how there are gaps that need to be researched further. This can be done with the use of statistics and research articles to help support that need for change.
Many recent studies have found that car theft is becoming more organised, with stolen vehicles being transported through international smuggling groups making the recovery of stolen vehicles being very difficult (Pyronix 2025). Car theft used to be a more opportunistic crime and associated with ‘joy riding,’ instead of the co-ordinated operation it has become in the current climate, costing the UK £1.77 billion annually which does not include the victims own personal losses (Pyronix 2025). The technology used to bypass a vehicles security overwhelms conventional security methods such as, immobilisers, steering locks and car alarms making traditional methods no longer useful, leading to car manufactures having a “technology arms race” with the organised crime groups taking advantage of vehicles security systems (Pyronix 2025).
While many studies have highlighted there being more organised vehicle crime not many have discussed the new technologies aiding it. Signal jammers and vehicle cloning provides a big security risk in the way the police are able to operate in taking down organised crime groups. This is because signal jammers provide a particular ease in stealing vehicles as there is no forcible entry needed, which is why signal jammers have been made illegal to try and deter the use of them, but it may not be enough (Jones and Rossiter 2025). This needs to be studied further so its effect can be understood and how it can be policed further.

Main body 
The types of vehicle crime and how organised crime groups operate 
There are many categories to vehicle crime and it is the polices’ responsibility on how they respond to these thefts. The main types of vehicle theft include; theft/unauthorised taking of a vehicle (TWOC), which is often referred to as ‘joy riding’, keyless entry car theft, which includes using transmitters to trick a car into thinking a key is being used, ‘Hanoi burglary,’ where a house is forcibly entered to obtain the car keys, aggravated vehicle theft, where a vehicle is taken without consent and then driven aggressively and decoder theft is where a device such as a lockpick is used to gain entry into a vehicle (Flatley 2017).    
Understanding the different types of vehicle crime is important, as some of these methods are predominantly used in organised crime groups as they are utilising the new vehicle technology by manipulating it to make car theft a simple process. The tactics used by these organised crimes include; signal jamming (keyless entry) and controller area network injection, which is when a vehicles’ internal computer is hacked so the security system and keys no longer work, making it impossible to drive. Another method is ‘key cloning’, where a car key fob is copied alongside the car’s (OBD) port, therefore, gaining entry of the car is done without forceable entry. Lastly, ‘parts theft,’ as it is harder to track a car’s parts compared to the car itself (Glantz et al 2025). 
As already mentioned, the main devices used ones being utilised include; signal jammers, OBD port programming device, turbo decoders, signal repeaters and tracking devices where the car is stolen at a later date (Home Office 2025). Although there are many devices used for car theft the main focus is keyless entry as to not over complicate the understanding of its damages to the victims of theft. Therefore, by acknowledging all of those devices as keyless entry it can be more efficient. 
Now that it’s understood the different type of technology used in vehicle theft, it can be acknowledged how the capabilities of organised crime groups are more prominent than ever before. Some studies have been done on how there has been a change in vehicle theft, alongside the damages it has done to the public, police service and the UK’s government.
One study on the history of vehicle theft and how it has become much worse displayed the fact that since 2022, 342,000 cars have been stolen with 87% having no trace, meaning the police weren’t able to recover the vehicles to the owner (Hale 2025). This displays the incapability of policing car theft and the urgency of change within how police resources are used. Another study discovered vehicle thefts impact on car owners, with it costing them £1.44 billion in 2021, compared to 360 million in 2006, meaning it has quadrupled, showing that not only has the victim of car theft have to pay more and more yearly for insurance, but there is also an increasing number of cars not being recovered, leaving a lasting distrust in the insurance companies, government and police service (Russell 2022).  
Both of the articles show similarities in the effect vehicle theft has on the UK’s economy and the constant struggle in finding the cars once stolen. Another key point was out of 342,000 cars stolen, the police were only able to recover 13%, which begs the question of whether the police have enough resources or if there are not enough security measures in place from vehicle manufacturers. In summary, studies demonstrate the sheer amount of vehicle theft and its damages on the Uk’s economy, alongside the confidence from the public on the police service, which is why further understanding the technology being used and security measures needed is so important.
Analysing new technologies and its impact on vehicle theft
Car manufacturers deploy new technologies within vehicles to make car owners’ life simpler. Features, such as keyless entry, door handle sensors and not needing a key fob to drive are all things added by car manufacturers to make a vehicle feel more luxurious, whilst also giving a simpler driving experience. But, with these new technologies, organised crime groups take advantage of those features to manipulate a cars system into being easily stolen overwriting security systems. The government’s response is to prosecute individuals for owning equipment such as signal jammers to further deter organised crime groups, but this isn’t necessarily working as it also affects those who operate businesses where signal jammers are needed (Kepinska 2025). The police are expected to stop criminal organisations from gaining access to these devices, but they are also expected to work with businesses who have a legal need for owning the device, which begs the question of whether this new law is a good thing, or does it increase the difficulty of policing car theft.
Another way in which vehicle theft can be assessed, is by looking at public perception as it supports the reader with a deeper understanding of car theft and its effect on the UK’s general public. For instance, the impact of the financial loss due to having a vehicle and contents stolen, which affects the car insurance policy when a claim is made and an excess fee is applied, penalising the general public rather than targeting the organised crime groups. Another example, is the emotional distress of losing a vehicle, such as losing sentimental items and having distrust in buying a new car, in turn, losing the ability to get to work, do school runs and go shopping which can be devastating and can lead to job losses which can further damage a victim (CrimeStoppers 2025). This not only demonstrates the damage vehicle theft can cause but also the fact that what those organised crime groups are doing are more than just a quick money grab, but taking a person’s entire livelihood with little sympathy from insurance companies.
Analysing the research done, displays some key elements which need to be further studied. Some of these include the effect on the general public and the issues with making the technology used such as signal jammers illegal. (Kepinska 2025) highlights the issues with making signal jamming technology illegal and the further troubles it has on genuine business owners. An example of this, is how no matter what technology systems are in place to secure a vehicle, there are just as many ways organised crime groups can find loopholes leading to the ‘technology war’ with car manufacturers, as discussed previously. With vehicle theft rising by 75% in the past decade and the police lacking resources more that ever, it can be understandable to how the public are in constant fear of losing their vehicle, as there is a 87% chance that the vehicle will never be recovered, meaning the individual will have a total loss (Glantz 2025).
The main influences of organised crime groups using new methods of technology is its simplicity. When all a car thief needs to do is hold up a signal jammer outside someone’s house to steal, it it’s understandable why criminals are using this tactic due to the lack of risk. This especially becomes apparent when it was highlighted that only 13% of vehicle are being recovered, displaying that the crime is organised and there is an obvious ease to getting vehicles either broken down for parts, or smuggling them out of the country (Glantz 2025). It needs to be understood how damaging car theft truly is to the whole of the UK, and why police resources need to have much more structure in how they are used for reducing crime. Overall, by analysing the points made in the other research articles it displays a clear lack of attention towards car theft and the need for improvements to be made.

Evaluating vehicle thefts effect on the public 
(College of Policing 2025) found through evidence-based research that to boost public confidence the police need to implement some improvements, such as being more visible in public deterring possible car thefts, whilst also being supportive to the public. Also, using technology, such as increasing CCTV to act as a deterrence and communicating with the general public and other agencies plays a vital role in boosting public confidence. (Office for National Statistics 2025) found that between June 2024 to June 2025, there was actually a decrease in vehicle theft by 13% to around 649,000 incidents, which questions if the police service and the new legislation are helping decrease these crimes, or, if there is still a need for further improvement. Due to a decrease in vehicle theft, it has come to light, that it is in fact becoming more organised, as it is becoming a profitable business instead of a “Saturday night joy ride,” which is the reason for the decline (Pyronix 2025).
Evaluating the statistics there are many strengths in which the police service can understands the publics needs. Those statistics are a good way in reinforcing the need for the polices yearly funding, the need for additional security measures and what boosting confidence in the public could do. There is a strong need for these researches to be done as it reinforces police researchers on where they need to make improvements, through unbiased statistics alongside details such as location area and number of vehicles being stolen as found from the office of national statistics (Thatcham Research 2025). This displays many strengths in the research done by those different organisations, and why it is necessary to compare the different articles to ensure that there is no bias. It can also help with the early prevention of vehicle crime by highlighting those technological issues such as the installations done my vehicle manufacturers. 
Although there are many positives of the research done, it also comes with weaknesses. These include a lack of how technology is affecting these car thefts, and statistics on the number of vehicles being stolen through signal jammers. For example, a main weakness is that many car thefts don’t get recorded as the vehicle may be unrecoverable, meaning it doesn’t always get counted as a statistic, therefore, there could be a much higher number of vehicles being stolen than originally believed (Office for National Statistics 2025). Due to the police service struggling with resources, it makes it hard to track all the thefts that takes place alongside the technology used to steal the vehicles. With organised crime being on the rise it can be understandable how the police service struggle to detect car theft as it is no longer an unorganised activity.
The main challenges for researchers are the limitations faced with gathering statistics, such as getting participants, asking the questions needed and being able to display the data effectively. With cars being stolen and smuggled out of the country within 24 hours it causes the police service to have little hope in finding the vehicle, alongside the technology used to steal those vehicles (Glantz 2025). Researching car crime can be challenging due to its ever-changing circumstances, and the sheer amount of vehicle crime taking place in the UK making it hard to record. 
Conclusion 
Many improvements need to be implemented to boost public confidence as research has shown, due to police lacking resources there has been a noticeable deduction in police presence affecting the public’s confidence. The main gaps in the research displayed is the technology being used in organised car theft and its need to be understood further. When criminals can break into a car by simply holding up an arial or by the click of a button it is concerning, which is why by banning signal jammers and other technology used for vehicle crime is a step in the right direction, but it is not going to reduce vehicle theft significantly (BBC 2025). The key issue is the technology being implemented in new vehicles as the security it too easily hackable for the ones taking advantage of the vehicles security systems.
Researching technology and how it affects the public will be a core part in the research and how improvements can be made. In conclusion, although there has been many research done on organised crime in car theft, there is not a substantial amount of research done on how new technology is affecting the new security systems of vehicles and is why understanding this is so necessary.
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