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[bookmark: _Hlk60912444]ABSTRACT/INTRODUCTION
This Research was conducted to know the Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on the learning experience of the Students at UWTSD London Campus. 
VLE is a system for learning and teaching using the internet and special software (Cambridge University press). This research was carried out using a Primary Data, Qualitative and Quantitative method of research. I designed a questionnaire on the impact of virtual learning experience of students in UWTSD London Campus, after which I carried out an online survey on my classmates to obtain my result which I used in constructing my Excel table and Graph. This report suggests that the use of VLE has increased the quality of my learning more than face to face learning, I learn more with Moodle than without it, because it helps me in my studies.
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[bookmark: _Hlk60912363]RATIONALE: 
The aim of this research is to know the evaluation of students at UWTSD London Campus on their experience with virtual learning environment.  To know the impact of using Moodle on learning whether the use of VLE is preferred to face to face learning and whether the use of a VLE increases Students motivation to learn.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 
The aim of this research is to show the characteristics / importance of virtual learning environment (VLE) on the learning experience of the students at UWTSD London Campus.
To gain familiarity with new insights into Virtual Learning.
To analyse the frequency with which VLE occurs or if it is more preferred than face to face learning.
To examine the hypothesis of a correlation between VLE and face to face learning. 
To know the advantages and disadvantages of VLE.

LITERATURE REVIEW
This literature reviews outlines 5 different structured work which includes what the report was all about, the method used in carrying out the research and the findings of the report. How VLE has helped in teaching and learning. The effects it has on students both on independent learning and motivation. A study was carried out by 248 second year Students at an English Sixth form College (SFC) to investigate the impact of using the college’s VLE (Moodle) on learning to know whether the use of a VLE a positive impact on student learning has, whether the use of a VLE in teaching and learning helps develop independent learning and whether the use of a VLE increase students’ motivation to learn.
This research was designed using quantitative method in the form of an e – questionnaire. The questions were organised and grouped around the three research questions.
A: Does the use of a VLE have a positive impact on student learning?
B: Does the use of a VLE in learning and teaching help develop student independent learning?
C: Does the use of a VLE for learning and teaching increase students motivation to learn?
A: The result suggests that 53% of respondents either agree or ‘strongly agree’ that the use of SFC Moodle has a positive impact on their achievement while 16% of respondents ‘disagree’ or strongly ‘disagree’.
B: The findings to question (b) states that of the respondents 66.9% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that the opportunity to learn using Moodle at a time, place, and pace to suit oneself encourages independent learning, 57.7% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ with the statement that courses at SFC are set up in such a way that they encourage independent learning, 73.8%, ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that resources on Moodle are mainly for information purposes. Only 24.6% of students ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that activities on Moodle encourage communication between students.
C: Question c suggests that 46.8% respondents ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that being in control of learning, learning at a time, place and pace, increases motivation to learn, 49.5% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that the variety of course tools available on Moodle increase students motivation to learn, 35.5% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that the variety of formats available on SFC Moodle increase students’ motivation to learn and 40.3% ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ that feedback on activities increase students’ motivation to learn. 
	In other words, this study suggests that the use of VLE creates and an opportunity to learn at a personally defined place, time and pace which encourages students to take ownership for their learning and increases their independence and motivation to learn.
SECOND STRUCTURED WORK.
A research was carried out to evaluate the impact of VLE on students’ satisfaction, Engagement, Recall, and Retention. A randomised control trail was conducted with students randomly attending one or two teaching sessions about radiation therapy. Both sessions were identical except a VLE was used in the second talk with the first being solely didactic. Participants were asked to complete a knowledge questionnaire in two weeks after the talks to determine retention. Standard deviation and chi – squared tests were used with open – ended questions (Qualitative data). The result suggests that virtual learning helped in improving students’ satisfaction / engagement and recall. The student group taught using the VLE had higher mean scores for retention than the didactic group. The use of VLEs was associated with greater satisfaction / engagement than didactic information. Generally, the study suggests that there is a role for VLE in the teaching of students. There is a need for the introduction of advanced technology into health care education as virtual reality such as virtual Environment of Radiotherapy as it has shown improvement in students’ satisfaction, engagement, and recall. 
THIRD RESEARCH
This research was carried out with the students’ performance from a public higher education institution during the academic year of 2014 – 2015. To know the relation between the use of a VLE and students’ performance by obtaining indicators which may help understand relations between the use of VLEs and students’ performance. Quantitative method of research was used in carrying out this research and the main data collection tool used was the desk review. The data was gotten from the VLE and student registration system databases using learning analytics procedures. The result concludes that there are positive indicators regarding students’ access to a VLE and the relation between such access and their performance.
FOUTH RESEARCH
A research was conducted with a sample of 347 undergraduates from a Portuguese public higher education institution to identify the VLE access frequency, assess the influence of users’ computer skills on the VLE access frequency and to assess the importance and impact that students consider the VLE to have on supporting the course units they attend. It was assumed that both quantitative and qualitative method of research were used. From the findings, the results stated that considering the VLE used in the sample institution, most of the students accesses the VLE daily, no significant differences were found regarding VLE access according to user’s computer skills.


FIFTH STRUCTURED WORK
A research was conducted by a public university in Colombia to identify the impact of implementing a virtual learning (VLE) in English as a qualitative research carried out about 210 Students and 5 students with a questionnaire class observation notes, quick surveys, and teacher narratives. Objectives were set out to know the effects of implementing a VLE in an EFL Classroom. To analyse students’ perceptions regarding the use of a VLE in their language learning process:
To identify the advantages and disadvantages of using a VLE from both the students and the teachers perceptive.
To analyse students’ altitudes while working on the VLE.
To identify and describe extraneous factors that may foster or hinder the implementation of a VLE.
To determine the feasibility of implementing a VLE in an EFL course.
From the findings, it states that students feel happy and motivated towards the use of VLEs and they suggest that all teachers should add them in their lessons. Findings also suggest that the capacity of laboratories, computers and internet connectivity were threats to implementing VLE which was later resolved and the EFL students were satisfied with their technology-based learning experience.
Furthermore, VLE has helped in teaching and learning. 
Based on the UK Government 2005 strategy paper Harnessing Technology – transforming learning and children’s services, which emphasised institutions and learning providers making more effective use of technology (Becta, 2010), Ofsted reported on a sample of 34 Schools investigating the impact of VLEs on students learning (Becta, 2009). The reports were published between September 2005 and December 2007 and concluded that just over half of the schools surveyed were positive about the impacts of VLEs on learning and teaching. In other words, during the same period 58 FE Colleges out of 281 inspected by Ofsted had a VLE and of those three quarters suggested that the use of VLEs were helping learners (Becta, 2009). The use of VLE has effects on students both on independent learning and students’ motivation to learn. In 1990 Hiltz reported on a study in New Jersey with data collected, via pre- and post-course questionnaires, from a total of 132 high school students undertaking online courses, 96 in mixed – mode course and 89 in traditional classroom settings. The evaluation goals of the project were: to describe the nature of the educational experiences and outcomes comparing a VLE to the traditional classroom, and determine those conditions associated with good or poor outcomes. The findings suggested that 55% of respondents agreed that their motivation was increased because other students read their posted comments, 56% agreed that they felt more involved in taking an active part in the course through collaborative tools such as forums and 65% considered online courses to be more convenient.













RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS:
The quantitative and qualitative research were carried out in the form of a questionnaire using analysis with Excel. The questions were designed on the impact of virtual learning experience of students in UWTSD London Campus. It was an online survey which was completed by my classmates to obtain my answers for Excel table and graph construction.
RESEARCH METHODLOGY
· Qualitative research methods - is the use of non – numerical observation to answer ‘’WHY’’ questions.
· Quantitative research – is the use of data that can be counted or converted into number form to answer ‘’HOW’’ questions.
· Mixed method – is the combination of qualitative and quantitative research.
· Data – is the collection of raw measurements and has no meaning or value. It is classified into two,
Primary Data
Secondary Data
Primary Data: is the data collected by a researcher for the first time from the field. Under the control and supervision of an investigator. Example, our classwork design questionnaire.
Secondary Data: is the data collected and recorded someone else, already made data collected, kept for a purpose or to be reused other than the current project. Example, data from a book.
· Data Collection Process - it can be described as the preparation and collection of data for a particular purpose from a well observed, recorded, and organised source. It is aimed to obtain information.
· Keep records.
· Make decisions about important issues.
· Pass information on to others.
· Ethics in data collection: I did not try to manipulate or misinterpreted the result that I have received from the responses. All my work was done by myself and the ones I get from Internet, I reference according to my School reference format.
Results, Analysis and Discussion
According to my in-class activities, 
Question 1:
Virtual lesson, is it easy to use?
YES – 17
NO – 2
TOTAL IN CLASS 19 
My Graph is a 2D column. Question (Virtual lesson, is it easy to use)? You have 17 people says Yes, 2 people says No and a total number of 19 Students in class.



Question 2:
How would you rate Virtual learning? From the scale of 1 – 5
1, Very Dissatisfied 	– 0
2, Not Satisfied             - 3
3, Neutral 		- 5
4, Satisfied 		- 3
5, Very Satisfied	- 8
Total in class = 19
The Second Graph is a Pia Chart where you have 19 total people in a class, 0 people say very dissatisfied, 3 says not satisfied, 5 says neutral, 3 says satisfied while 8 people says very satisfied.

From the results, it suggests that the number of Students who recommends VLE is higher. It also suggests that the rate of students who were satisfied were not much. In other words, a better way of improvement should be introduced in VLE to motivate students to learn.



CONCLUSION
This report concludes that classes with VLE achieved more learning outcomes than face to face classes because it is flexible, it promotes reflection, increases enthusing and confidence, improves readiness to learn and accommodates the needs of students. The use of Moodle has positive impact on effectiveness and the opportunity to learn using Moodle encourages me to learn independently, and the opportunity to be in control of my learning via Moodle increases my motivation to learn. The fact that I can access Moodle from home increase my motivation to learn. Although its (VLE) a bit challenging when dealing with some educational technology I assume that it will be a more challenging with science related disciplines, it would have been of more interest to carry out a research if subject disciplines have different impacts on learning (Barker & Gossman 2013).
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APPENDIX 1 IN CLASS ACTIVITY1
In-Class exercise: Questionnaire Design
Aim: This exercise is aimed to help you in your questionnaire design. Please note, you need to use this questionnaire to conduct a survey which is also one of the important parts of your research report. 

Please write down your questions that you are going to use in your primary data collection.  Try to have different types of questions such as close-ended question, open ended question, multiple choice question, Likert-scale question.

Question 1: 
Virtual lesson, is it easy to use? Yes or No

Question 2: 
Would you recommend Virtual Learning to your friend? Yes or No

Question 3:
Have you tried Online Learning and Face – Face learning before? If yes, explain.
no

Question 4:
How would you rate Virtual Learning?
From scale of 1 – 5 
	1, Very Dissatisfied
	2, Not Satisfied
	3, Natural
	4, Satisfied.
	5, Very Satisfied

	Question 5:
	How often do you use Virtual learning?
	Very Often 
	More often
	Often 
	Not at all 

Question 6:
	Can you give your 8 hours of your time on Virtual Learning if yes, Why?
	Yes , as that is the amount oh hours I spend a week
	Question 7
What was the ease of your experience working in a group on Virtual learning environment?
A, Extremely Difficult
B, Somewhat Difficult
C, Neutral 
D, Somewhat Easy
E, Extremely easy

Question 8: 
What type of device do you use to access online learning?
Desktop
Laptop
Tablet
Phone

Question 9:

	Question 10:


	
Further questions, please list your questions below.

Thank you for Assisting us on this Moodle.








APPENDIX 2 (CLASS ACTIVITY 2)
		
	VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
	
	

	Student name:  Anthony Agwuenu. ID Number: 1921241
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION: HOW IS VIRTUAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IMPACTING US IN THE CAMPUS
	
	

	
	RESULTS FROM 19 STUDENTS
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 1 Virtual lesson, is it easy to use? 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A, YES
	17
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B, NO
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 2: Would you recommend Virtual Learning to your friend?
	
	
	

	A, YES
	14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B,  NO
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 3: Have you tried Online Learning and Face – Face learning before? If yes, explain. 

	NO
	19
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 QUESTION 4: How would you rate Virtual Learning? From the scale 0f 1 - 5
	
	

	1, Very Dissatisfied
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2, Not Satisfied.
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3, Neutral
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4, Satisfied.
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5, Very Satisfied
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 5: How often do you use Virtual learning?
	
	
	
	
	

	Very Often
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	More Often
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Often
	7
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not at all
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 6: Can you give your 8 hours of your time on Virtual Learning if yes, Why?
	
	

	Yes
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 7: What was the ease of your experience working in a group on Virtual learning environment?

	A, Extremely Difficult
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B, Somewhat Difficult
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	C, Neutral 
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D, Somewhat Easy
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	E, Extremely easy
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	QUESTION 8: What type of device do you use to access online learning?
	
	
	

	Desktop
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Laptop
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tablet
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Phone
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





 

Column1	
0	0	0	Column2	
Column3	
17	2	19	


Pia Chart


Very Dissatisfied	Not Satisfied	Neutral 	Satisfied 	Very Satisfied 	Total in class 	0	3	5	3	8	19	
Very Dissatisfied	Not Satisfied	Neutral 	Satisfied 	Very Satisfied 	Total in class 	
Very Dissatisfied	Not Satisfied	Neutral 	Satisfied 	Very Satisfied 	Total in class 	

2

