Version 1_Cohort 15 
[image: ]

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE in Consolidation of Social Work Practice
LEVEL 6 - 60 Credits
BMPF6044


LEARNER PORTFOLIO
(PORTH AGORED and UNIVERSITY OF WALES TRINITY SAINT DAVID)


	Learner’s name: Daniel Jones 

Email address: danjones2894@icloud.com

Learner’s University Registration Number: 1200153

Cohort: 18 onwards


 






Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


There are several pieces of legislation which detail how practitioners nationally and locally need to practice when it comes to safeguarding. Within Wales we practice under the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA) which details the legislative requirements in Part 7 of the Act where safeguarding is detailed. Section 130 of the SSWBA that places a duty to report children who are at risk and details how this duty is placed on every member of the public; a strategy discussion/meeting would then take place where a decision around the risk of harm would be decided, if it is concluded that risk of harm is high and ‘a child is likely to be at the forefront of harm and/or abuse, this would then progress into the local authority, where a Section 47 enquiry would take place. A section 47 enquiry is a child protection enquiry which is usually conducted by a qualified social worker. 
There is also a safeguarding board called CYSUR which stands for Child and Youth Safeguarding: Unifying the Region, CYSUR also means reassurance in Welsh. This safeguarding board helps social workers with practice guidance, threshold documents and eligibility criteria for support. There was a piece of guidance which was published by CYSUR in 2017 called Right Help, Right Time and this helped identify when Local Authority’s should be coming involved with families to prevent escalation of risk. 
Within Wales we also have the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 which is a digital platform which provides practitioners, members of the public and families within easy-to-read information on the safeguarding procedures. The platform is digitalised to enable updates to be published regularly and practitioners to remain up to date on current legislation. 
Within the local authority we have a system called ‘Share point’ which is maintained and collated by a Policy Development Officer. This system allows practitioners to access local and national policies and procedures which detail how safeguarding should be done in line with the SSWBA. 
Locally, we have the Mid and West Wales Safeguarding board, this is a multi-agency panel to include police, local authorities, and 3rd sector agencies. This board is put in place to ensure that multi-agency working is in place to keep children and young people safe and to ensure continuous improvement in safeguarding across its local area. The board also works closely with the other safeguarding boards in Wales to ensure national improvements are made. 

Within England they practice under the Children’s Act 1989/2004 and the Children’s and Social Work Act 2017 (CSWA). The CSWA lays out how safeguarding should be conducted in Section 2. There are many similarities between England and Wales and both pieces of legislation place a duty on every member of the public to report children who may be at risk of harm. 

When identifying a child who is at risk, I refer back to the National Guidance in Wales which is found in Part 7 of the SSWBA, it defines a child at risk as being one who ‘is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has care and support needs.’ (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014.

The aim for establishing preferred outcomes of the safeguarding intervention is to keep families together and eliminate risk of neglect or harm for children. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work


There is very little differences between Childrens and Adults safeguarding now, since the implementation of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 there are far more similarities between an adult at risk and a child at risk. 
One of the main differences between safeguarding in children’s and adults social work is consent. Consent with adult’s services is needed to progress with a safeguarding enquiry, and despite children’s voice and wishes being taken into consideration; a children’s social worker has a far greater power in a child’s life. In adult’s safeguarding consent is obtained in the first instance to allow a safeguarding enquiry to commence, unless there is reasonable cause to suspect that disclosure of a safeguarding enquiry is going to cause further harm (Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. 
Another different between safeguarding in adults and children’s safeguarding is Capacity. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 provides guidance for practitioners who suspect an adult may lack capacity, this therefore has an impact on consent when it comes to safeguarding enquiries. Within this, where a safeguarding enquiry is taking place, it is best practice to implement the Best Interest Assessment and Mental Capacity Assessment to ensure that the practitioners undertaking the enquiry are acting in the best interest of the individuals. This legislation does not exist in Children’s Legislation and therefore highlights the main difference. 

Another difference that I have noted within the local authority that I practice within is that Children’s Social Workers are the main professionals to undertake section 47 enquiries and follow this through to an outcome. Within Adults Services, they have a dedicated adults safeguarding team with social workers who do not have an allocated caseload will go out and undertake safeguarding enquiries even if they have an allocated social worker. This provides a clear rational for their involvement and provides clarity from biased practice or previous information which may cloud the outcome of an investigation. 

Another difference to note is that the local authority in which a child is resident must undertake the safeguarding enquiry when it has been brought to the local authority’s attention. Within adults safeguarding a 3rd party can be asked to undertake the assessment providing all parties consent to this taking place. 
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