
SETTING UP  
PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES

Screen printing using photographic emulsion works on the principle  
of needing a black and white image to expose to the screen.  
The screen print process struggles with gradients unless you apply  
a halftone effect to the image, which then compiles the image up  
of lots of dots. This effectively then can create a stencil.  
Here is how using Photoshop

Open image up in Photoshop:

 1. Convert to Grayscale  

• Image - Mode - Grayscale 

 2. Convert image to a Bitmap

• Image - Mode - Bitmap

• Resolution: 72 dpi - 150 dpi 

• Method: Halftone Screen - OK

• Frequency:  72 lpi - 150 lpi

• Angle: 45 [ can experiment with this, effects the pattern of dots ]

• Shape of dot: Round [ again can experiment with this ] - OK

*This method keeps more of the images detail.

A quick alternative: 

 1. Convert to Grayscale  

• Image - Mode - Grayscale 

 2. Apply halftone

• Filter - Pixelate - Colour Halftone 

• Max Radius: 4 - 10 - OK [ larger the number, more abstract the image becomes ]

*This stylises images quite a lot so bear in mind if using.
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