Roman influences on Anglo-Saxon and Viking warfare
Abstract:

The Roman and Germanic people have a long history of contact. These range from wars of conquest and border incursions alongside trade and mercenary services. This occurred over many centuries and is the key to this investigation. The aim of this paper is to determine the Roman influences on the development of Anglo-Saxon and Viking warfare. In many cases, Germanic tribes would serve as auxiliaries for the Roman Empire in campaigns across the empire. A notable example comes from Tacitus on the battle of Mons Graupius During Agricola’s campaign in Caledonia. This is due to the presence of Tungrian and Batavian swordsmen who engaged the Caledonian horde and routed it. This victory was a result of their close quarter fighting skills in tight formations against the Caledonian infantry. It is these units and the future groups that fought for the Roman empire that are key to the roots of this investigation. In Roman accounts such as the Gallic wars with Gaius Julius Caesar, it shows that the Germanic warriors would often lack any cohesion, launching disorganised charges. However, future records showing the Germans fighting for the Romans as allies portray a different style of warfare as can be seen in Tacitus earlier example. It is from this early example where we can see the beginning of Roman influence on the warfare of the Germanic forefathers of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. Despite the lack of scholarship on the topic, the possible origins of Anglo-Saxon warfare are from Tacitus where he claims that they were a breakaway faction from the Chauci tribe. Some of the earliest records of the Saxons come from Roman writers. The Tribunus cohortis primae novae Armoricanae where Saxons served as Foederati along the Saxon shore line is one example from the Notitia Dignitatum. This means that the Saxons that served as Foederati would have received training from the Romans and would have fought in a similar style in terms of formations and tactics. This information can be counted as one clue to the origins of Anglo-Saxon warfare. In terms of sources on the Vikings, the sources on their warfare are varied from their enemies accounts of them or the sagas. Accounts from the Byzantine Empire will shed more light on their Viking mercenary unit known as the Varangian guard. This also includes archaeological finds with impressions on runestones. One of the main sagas of great relevance is the saga of the Volsungs. This is due to the presence of Attila the Hun in the saga. This also links to the early Saxons as among the German allies that fought for Rome at the battle of Chalons were Saxon warriors. Some of the main issues surrounding these sources on the Saxons and the Vikings concern their validity. For example, the location from the Notitia Dignitatum when concerning the garrisoned Saxon troops is not confirmed therefore this source could be unreliable concerning Saxon Foederati. The sagas have the issue of including supernatural beings such as Odin himself making appearances during important moments. This means that they could be considered as unreliable in terms of historical accuracy to this investigation. However, these ancient sources will be a necessity in conducting this investigation which will conclude in showing the Roman influences on Anglo-Saxon and Viking warfare.
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