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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: 



	NAME: Adam W

	STUDENT ID No.: 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Community engagement, particularly ethnic minorities, and public confidence
INTRODUCTION:
I have picked this topic as I have an interest in engagement throughout the community and how different people from all backgrounds feel they are treated fairly or unfairly by police. Additionally, I feel public confidence has lacked recently due to officers from other forces shining a bad light on police officers, I am interested to find out what the public think of police and if confidence within our force is high or not. I think this is worth for an undergraduate dissertation has it is relevant to my job and I already have a good understanding of the topic, as well as this it will provide me with good education and enhance my knowledge in this particular field within policing and give me good future opportunities going forward in my career. 

I have already conducted a 2000 word essay on this subject which has given me additional knowledge on the subject and I have previously had attachments with NPT and CSO 

The research I am going to carry out is all relevant to todays policing and will contribute to the force as well as the public. Surveys will be conducted and the answer given will help give myself more evidence on how we can improve compared to other evidence out there. 

Effective engagement between police and the local communities is a pivotal part for fostering a safe and melodious society. A breakdown in communication and cooperation between the community and police can result in significant risk occurring. This essay will explore the potential consequences of ineffective engagement between the local communities and police, as well as how community cohesion can be affected when not conducted properly. College of policing (2022) believe successful policing depends on that of the engagement within communities, the communication between communities and the police relies on effective communication as well as developing and maintaining the positive relationship. It is not a passive process but a proactive collaboration between all the parties involved.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
To find out how people from different ethnic backgrounds feel when treated by police, how proper community engagement helps the community cooperate with police better as well as finding research and comparing to how people feel now on the following: 
-	Hate crime
-	Age, gender, race, sexuality 
-	If the people feel confident in the police and how they feel they could improve this
-	LGBT community 
-	NPT engagement days 
-	Stop search, do people feel like they are targeted? 
-	Media success
-	Sharing statistics with the community (ref Facebook post etc)

By asking the questions above, I will be able to look back at previous research from years ago and compare to how police have improved or not improved over the years. As well as asking people how they feel police can improve on this and make everyone feel valued and respected. 

The overall objective is to find ways to improve public confidence especially those with ethnic backgrounds, the youth of today and how we can make everyone feel safe when around police officers so as a force we can protect everyone within the community. Additionally, how proper engagement with the community can aid police and conduct research as to when police don’t engage properly what are the communities like then.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

· Perceptions of Police & Racial Profiling - Wiley Online Library
· Contact and confidence: revisiting the impact of public encounters with police,  Policing and society 2009, Taylor and Francis
· Community policing does not build citizen trust in police, science 2021 – science.org


I will use research from the above websites as well as others to gain evidence from previous studies and compare them to the evidence I find from my questionnaires which will be answered by the public. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I am going to conduct surveys and questionnaires to gain my research. 

I believe this is the best way to gain my evidence as my topic is about public confidence and ethnic backgrounds and I can get my evidence first hand from the public, providing me with the best evidence. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I am going to target ethnic backgrounds, youth and the general public with my questionnaires, this is the best way to gain evidence because they will be able to enlighten me on how they personally feel regarding if they feel they are targeted and if they have confidence within the police. 

Additionally, I will look to gain expert advice from out CADRO, our neighbourhood policing team and CSO. Also, I will ask the LGBT community for expert advice.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I will have to ethical problems, as I will be asking question if they ever feel targeted by police or if they feel like they are taken seriously when complaints are made.



	TIME SCALE:
January 2024 – October 2024

	REFERENCE LIST:
I will follow all Harvard referencing guidelines and will reference all work appropriately when completing this project.
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