From Interest to Inquiry: Research Design Warm-Up
This worksheet will help you identify a potential area of educational research, formulate a research question, and reflect on its philosophical and methodological alignment.
1. Choose a Broad Area of Educational Research
Select one area that interests you from the list below or write your own:
Inclusive Education
Digital Learning & EdTech
Language Acquisition & Multilingualism
Assessment & Feedback
Teacher Professional Development
Student Motivation & Engagement
Curriculum Design & Reform
Educational Leadership & Policy
Cultural Identity in Education
Equity and Access in Education
Parent and Community Involvement
Early Childhood Education
Special Educational Needs (SEN)
Postgraduate Learning Experiences
Education and Mental Health
Your chosen area: ____________________________
2. Draft a Research Question
What specific issue or question do you wonder about in your chosen area?
Research Question: __________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
3. Reflect on Philosophical Alignment
Paradigm (e.g., Positivism, Interpretivism, Critical Theory, Pragmatism): ____________________
Ontology (What is the nature of reality in your study?): _________________________________
Epistemology (How will you know what you know?): ______________________________________
Axiology (What values influence your research?): _______________________________________
4. Methodological Considerations
Methodology (e.g., Quantitative/Qualitative, Case Study, Ethnography): _________________________________
Methods (e.g., Interviews, Questionnaires, Observations): _______________________________
5. Reflection
Who would benefit from research in this area?
_____________________________________________________________________________
What challenges might you face in researching this topic?
_____________________________________________________________________________
