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1. [bookmark: _Toc192516096]Introduction
Prince Llywelyn ap Gruffudd – the last native Prince of Wales, died in 1282, and this event initiated the process of subjugation of Wales by the English king Edward I: as a direct result of Llywelyn’s death, the Statute of Rhuddlan was enacted in 1284. In the eyes of the Welsh people, losing their sovereignty meant the lack of defined rule by their people and the introduction of the English government. To cement English rule, he secured authority by building castles like Caernarfon and Harlech to quell dissent.  
Substantive and shattering, yet Llywelyn’s demise opened the age for significant cultural and nationalistic changes in the country. Some Welsh poets like Gruffudd and Ynad Coch wrote lullabies over his death, whereby he was described as a hero, and the death’s repercussions were mourned in Wales. Such literary reaction made Llywelyn’s account sustainable, and he became a national hero of the Welsh. In the subsequent decades, his tale has been a force behind nationalism and agencies like Plaid Cymru in the twentieth century.  
To this very day, Llywelyn’s presence is essential to issues regarding Wales’ identity and self-rule. He is called in political speeches and debates with the demand for more independence, and his name, images, monuments, and other places contribute to his legacy in Wales’ history. These are the main concerns of this essay: it provides an analysis of how some key sources portray Llywelyn’s death today and how People/Landers of Wales perceived this death, as well as the proper definition of sentimental, modernist, and nationalist perspectives in the Modern World. It encompasses personal discourse and Welsh identity. Pritchard’s hypothesis represents more than simply an endeavor to identify the endurance of Wales; It also pegs historical magnitude on the foundation of a country.
2. [bookmark: _Toc192516097]Historical Context of Llywelyn’s Death
At the start of the 13th century Llywelyn ap Iorwerth wed an illegitimate daughter of King John who was King of Gwynedd in North Wales. Llywelyn joined the barons who imposed Magna Carta on King John following deteriorating diplomatic relations during the year 1210 until 1215. Llywelyn maintained his supremacy over all Welsh princelords from 1220 until his death in 1240 by exploiting the difficulties England experienced during this period. King Llywelyn the Great died after being succeeded by his son Dafydd who put his brothers Gruffydd and Owain into prison. From there Dafydd handed them over to Henry III of England. Henry III of England received the two brothers for hostage after their imprisonment. Gruffydd met his end in 1244 when he attempted to scale the Tower of London cell window with improvised sheet ropes before their failure led to his fatal crash. The unsophisticated homemade rope failed to hold Gruffydd who dropped to his death. Today visitors can still observe the window opening which Gruffydd employed to attempt his escape despite being secured by bricks after his death. The brutal conflict between Welsh forces and English forces received the support of Llywelyn after the death of his father Gruffydd. The passing of Dafydd in February 1246 enabled Llywelyn to obtain his uncle's territories and positions.  
Llywelyn’s death was met with triumph by the English. Edward I, in particular, considered his victory the achievement of his Welsh campaign wherein he finally gained control of Wales, and in order to mark the event, he performed a number of political and military assertions. He cut off Llywelyn’s body into pieces, kept his head with himself, and sent it to London, where it was placed on a spike at the Tower of London as an example for all who dared to rise against him. Caernarfon Castle was another act of domination power that architecturally was established as similar to Constantinople's imperialomic structure, which coincides with the view that Edward wanted to construct a new realm of domination.  
This did not mean, however, that complete resistance by the Welsh ceased. Llywelyn’s brother Dafydd ap Gruffudd tried to carry on the battle for a short period but was killed in 1283, and this became the final nail in the coffin for independence fighters. The chronicle of the time – Brut y Tywysogion (Chronicle of the Princes), confirms this by reporting Llywelyn’s death and the subsequent years as a time of mourning in Wales. The fall ofادت became an iconic event in the history of Wales of Wales symbolizing the loss of players who were able to rule themselves but at the same time motivating future generations to stand up against all sorts of domination. More than six centuries later, Llywelyn’s story is still very important for the Welsh people.
3. [bookmark: _Toc192516098]Responses in Medieval and Early Modern Literature
Like any great art, the conventionalist response to Llywelyn’s death can best be explored through medieval Welsh poetry. One can mention poets such as Gruffudd and Yr Ynad Coch here, most of whose compositions were sad lullabies that conveyed the grief of the Welsh people over the loss of their last native prince. Indeed, “His elegy, Marwnad Llywelyn ap Gruffudd,‟ is one of the most well-known and trumpeted productions of this literary tradition. In it, Llywelyn is depicted as a courageous and honorable man who died and left Wales broken, deprived of its state’s independence, and open to foreigners’ domination. The poem portrays the death as disastrous since Wales lost its leader, and people were now subject to the English monarch. Far from being a private or postmodern one, Gruffudd’s work is a historiographical and militant restitution: thanks to her, Llywelyn’s image remained part of the Welsh people’s cultural imagination.  
Posterity was seized with Llywelyn’s death and subsequent centuries in the works of other OWLs and writers of the story. However, it is noteworthy that, actually, during the early modern period, mainly starting with the seventeenth and the eighteenth centuries, the name Llywelyn was quite often used in nationalist rhetoric. This period proved very productive in terms of attempts at maintaining Welsh ethnicity and the Welsh language in the face of Anglicisation. Following the rise of Nationalism in the country, people started associating Llywelyn with lost independence; historians and poets described him in their works as the king who died while independent. It may help to concreteize his biography by saying that his story became a symbol of strength and hope for generations of Welsh people who wanted to protect their traditions.  
Such a tradition thereby shaped a consciousness of history among the Welsh concerning Llywelyn’s demise. They were not entirely forgotten through genres such as poetry, folklore, and history, where Llywelyn had a place in the hearts of the people. It soon became a part of ballads and Welsh legends, further encouraging his character as a martyr of Wales. In the later part of the nineteenth century, with the Welsh culture and talent being discovered once again by the European societies as the demand for Nationalism was growing high, the same was done to Llywelyn and his images as a part of the freedom struggle of welsh people.  
In the same manner, the writing of medieval and later poets of Wales contributed to retaining the record of Llywelyn in written form and the construction of the character of the nation of Wales. His death became not only a historical event that recalled the story's bare traces but also a symbol of Welsh spirituality, power, and stock in freedom and independence. Still, now, people discuss his contribution to the formation of Welsh nationality and Nationalism, expressing the function of literature in the formation of history.
4. [bookmark: _Toc192516099]Modern Responses and Nationalism
In present-day Wales, the realms of Llywelyn’s demise hold priority in the modern tendency of identity, self-governing authority, and historiographical continuity. Once again, it is more specific to the twentieth century which was characterized by political fall and cultural revival; his figure became a subject to re-signification to meet the image of the Welsh nation. For the party of the 1920s, Plaid Cymru, wishing for Wales’s independence, Llywelyn’s existence became a reason for their desire for independence. Speaking of the image and the narrative that ap Rhys constructed, it is possible to state that his life and fate became connected with the political discussion emphasizing the process of the Welsh people’s degradation by the English that lasted for centuries. The description of Llywelyn as standing up made the identity of the Welsh still prevail in the face of attempts to subdue them.  
However, what is prominent and rather striking is the historical event regarding the death of Llywelyn in literature focusing on some of the areas of Wales. A lot of poets and writers from modern times continued to express their emotions towards his death and compared them with the conflicts of the modern world regarding; racism, ethnic differences, and representation. For instance, R.S Thomas could set a topic on Welsh identification and loss and link it to the current status of Wales. These and the other discussed reactions prove that, indeed, Llywelyn’s death became a part of the discourse for centuries. Today, Wales and its kingdom together with the independent self-governance political power are referred to as Llywelyn which makes his life and death part of the Welsh-specific meaning.
5. [bookmark: _Toc192516100]Commemorations and Public Memory
Prince Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd of Gwynedd perished on December 11, 1282 in the area surrounding Builth in Powys Wales while trying to eliminate English presence from Welsh lands. The English official declared Llywelyn Ap Gruffudd as their legitimate prince of Wales but Wales became fully subject to England after his passing in 1282.
Initially Gwynedd attained its height of power under Llywelyn ap Iorwerth (d. 1240) who ruled as the grandfather of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd but the decline of the dynasty began when his son David ap Llywelyn (1240–46) obtained a brief period on the throne. Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and his sibling Owain partitioned their remaining domain after their brother David passed away in 1246. In 1255 Llywelyn conquered the lands owned by Owain after declaring himself the new king of Wales in his search for dominion across Wales.
Llywelyn seized power as Wales's prince after English King Henry III and his barons became at odds (1258). This allowed him to extract loyalty from the other Welsh princes. During 1262 Llywelyn launched military operations against the English lords who governed southern Wales at the same time he formed an alliance with Simon de Montfort who had recently captured power in England. Following his death in 1265, Montfort affirmed the treaty named in 1267 that granted Llywelyn authority to collect homage from all Welsh princes although Llywelyn officially recognized Henry's overlordship position under the deal. Llywelyn rose against English authority for a second time when Henry III passed away and Edward I took the throne in 1272. Edward I invaded Wales to defeat Llywelyn between, 1276–77 but Llywelyn together with his brother David initiated a rebellion for Welsh independence in 1282. Following his forces' killing of Llywelyn at Builth there came a swift demise of the revolt. David was killed in 1283.
6. [bookmark: _Toc192516101]Connections to Modern Welsh Politics and Identity
The people of Powys and Gwynedd kept their commitment to Gruffydd right until his last days. People in Deheubarth refrained from showing any support for northern Welsh governance during that period. Hywel ab Edwin used his close Irish connections to summon Viking defenders that helped him resist the local attack. During 1044 King Hywel used a sizeable Viking armada to enter the mouth of the Tywi river. 
The unprecedented power-grasp of Gruffydd turned into a fundamental problem that threatened his leadership across Wales. The people in Dyfed along with Ystrad Tywi area resisted royal authority because they maintained their proud independence and ownership claims over their territories. Gruffydd ap Rhydderch who had once been an ally to the king became the new leader of south-east Wales in response to his defeat. The sovereignty of both regional and national politics belonged to Gruffudd ap Llywelyn despite his ongoing struggle with local loyalty ties. King Edward III used the division between Anglo-Saxons to develop an alliance with Ælfgar of Mercia who had extensive power in England. His actions divided Glamorgan from Gwent while seizing the opportunity to unite south-east Wales under his rule for the sole historical occasion of Wales being united.
In 1055 Gruffydd assembled an enormous military force to lead them south toward their meeting place with Aelfgar and the Viking fleet located somewhere around Portskewett. King Gruffudd ap Rhydderch found himself unable to withstand the combined attack which resulted in his killing by his northern cousin.
The joint military force directed itself towards English land. The Wye became the route through which the Viking warships led their way together with Gruffydd's marching forces. Since his ascension to the throne Gruffydd pursued an aggressive policy across his eastern frontier because he intended to undo previous Anglo-Saxon conquests while reviving Welsh practices. After overcoming an Anglo-Norman defending army near Hereford he proceeded to burn the town while destroying the cathedral. King Edward the Confessor recognized complete Welsh conquests from Gruffydd's domain that stretched throughout the entire border region when peace treaties were signed in 1056.
Gruffydd created a bigger Welsh territory that exceeded military leadership status to establish himself as a permanent ruler. The core management system of his government consisted of courts with the name maerdrefi. We can link Gruffydd to Rhuddlan as his primary base among several sites that include Aberffraw, Caernarfon, Aberystwyth, Carew, Carmarthen, Talgarth, Caerleon and Portskewett. Gruffudd established a professional administration by using his naval power to maintain lines of communication as well as strengthening ties with major Welsh church institutions. Royalty observers from the Anglo-Saxon nations expressed admiration for his wealth at the same time that a vibrant cultural period flourished during his reign.
7. [bookmark: _Toc192516102]Conclusion
There are short-term and long-term effects in reaction to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd’s death, including a range of political and cultural impacts for Wales and even further afield. This ended when he died in 1282; the English went on to expand their domination of Wales under the dominance of Edward I. The aftermath manifested into the repression of the Welsh, the elaboration of great castles with the intention to subjugate Wales, and the effect of an authorized and prominent rule of law that was aimed at obliterating any traces of Wales’ independence. On the contrary, after Llywelyn’s death, his personality was remembered as a stimulant for nationalist and brilliant literature.  
They recorded Gwalchmai’s death in their poems, Gruffudd ab yr Ynad Coch in particular, depicting him as a lamented figure representing Wales's misery. In centuries of work of modern writers and historians, his role has remained disputable; most often, he is seen as a martyr for Welsh self-rule. After his death, his name was used by political movements in the 19th and 20th centuries as a call for more inherent autonomy, and he was a part of the Welsh devolution movement. He is still remembered today as an essential figure in Welsh culture commemorations, and the traditions manifested by Welsh people keep him relevant today. From the tale of Llywelyn, one can see the strength of Welsh heritage and how history is not past but rather the present and future’s work in trying to control and preserve a nation. Memorializing his death represents the Welsh loss while using him as a muse for a greater Welsh national identity serves for the Welsh reform.
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