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For this task we were given a brief, to create an exhibition with fine art students. In this exhibition we were allowed to create anything we wanted, whether it was from our photobook, or something completely new. I decided to go for something new, myself and one other student decided not to do it based on our photobook. For the exhibition prep I researched artist Brian Batista.  Batista is a Tennessee based photographer who wanted to spotlight prejudices of dog breeds, especially Pit Bulls and rescue dogs, who suffer some of the worst unfounded reputations.  Batista also wanted to include tattooed individuals, as they also suffer prejudice.  Opinions of tattooed people have remained unfavourable, being accused of being part of a gang, criminals and unemployed.  People also tend to believe tattooed individuals are unkind and even vicious, much like the opinions that have been formed of Pit Bulls.
After researching Batista’s work, I decided to produce images of a heavily tattooed male with his pet rabbit Floki. In hopes to stop stereotypical views, to create my ideas I decided to shoot in the studio, I arranged a date and time for my model to attend. Once my images were produced, I decided to edit them with a preset on lightroom to further my vision. I am very pleased with the outcome of my images. We then had multiple discussions with fine art students and lecturers, on where and how many pieces of work we were going to exhibit. Originally, I was only going to exhibit two images that were going to be on A2 sized paper, I then later decided to choose three images instead of two. 
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We carried on having meetings with fine art students and started to discuss how much money each of us would have to give towards a bar and towards art prints. We decided to sell art prints to help fundraise money for future exhibitions. We decided to sell two prints for five pounds or one print for three pounds, we also produced a catalogue showcasing our images and image statements, which we sold for one pound each. As a group we each gave four pounds for the bar and another four pounds for our art prints to be printed.  During the bar discussions, a student in my photography group, managed to get us a sponsor for our exhibition. We were sponsored by the National autistic society. During this time, we carried on attending lectures and meeting fine art students, to help understand what place and stage we were at. We made posters and set up an Instagram account, we decided to do separate social media content and posters but shared their accounts and posts on our Instagram stories. 
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As the exhibition was getting closer, we had to do an exhibition proposal to choose our spaces and show our layout. I decided I wanted to pin my images up as it felt more meaningful to the whole stereotypical meaning. During the process we found out our exhibition was also in the same corridor as the first years photography group, so realistically I feel like we should have been grouped with first year photography instead of being with fine art, it didn’t seem to make any sense whatsoever, which made me stressed, as we had no idea what first year photography was doing, and if it would fit in with our work. We continued to work with fine art students, we got our catalogues done and our art cards arrived in the post, they turned out amazing. I was very pleased with how everyone’s prints looked. Exhibition week came around very quickly, photography year ones and year twos teamed up to help prep the walls, that were going to exhibit our work. We sanded down and filled the walls with wall filler, then year ones were very eager to touch up the walls with some white paint. During this week we also had to print out our images, during this process I decided to choose matte paper, when we printed one image on the matte paper, I then decided I did not want to choose this paper, I found it made the skin tones warmer and made the black in the image very flat. This lead me to use paper that was called Lustre, this paper made the black in my image have more dimension and over all made my images look fantastic. The day before the exhibition we hung up our work with help from our lecturers. I had two layouts for my images, but my lecturer said, “it was too Tetris”, so we decided to improvise, which I found difficult, as I preferred my layouts. We went ahead with my lecturer’s preferred layout. I don’t think it was the best layout, but it did the job. 
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Exhibition day arrived. We all gathered to help organise the bar, we also gave out welcoming drinks at the front in the foyer. We laid out our art prints in the bar area, which was situated upstairs in the canteen. I was so pleased to see so many people at the exhibition, it was flooding with people. I am very pleased and proud of everyone who was involved. Working with fine art helped our small photography class stay organised and made us feel very welcome.
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