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The aim of this essay is to discuss the factors which can put groups and individuals at risk of being excluded in an educational setting. I will be writing about children that attend the local school in which I currently work in based in a deprived area in rural south west Wales. This essay will also reflect on if policy's that are in place at the primary school translates into good/best practice. Social inclusion “is the act of making all groups of people within a society feel valued and important” (Collins dictionary). Social exclusion “is the act of NOT allowing someone or something take part in an activity or enter a place” (Cambridge dictionary). Many factors can contribute to exclusion in the community such as ethnic origin, religious beliefs, different languages, low income, young parents, disability such as physical and mental health, LAC families, free school meals children, gender and sexual orientation these are to name just a few.
The primary school setting in which I am employed as a learning support assistant is a pioneering school who's mission statement is “a community school striving for success for all" David Pocock (2013) implied the term inclusion and exclusion were features of an hierarchy defining social groups as the structure of society, wealthiest being at the top and poorest at the bottom. The head teacher of our school simply does not want children to feel this is the case in our community, she wants all children to believe in themselves have goals and aspirations no matter where you come from or ability. As a school we work alongside the united nations conventions (UNCRC) on the rights of the child it's made up of 42 articles that children are intitled to at home and in school. "we are a rights respecting school and the UNCRC is at the heart of everything we do” (primary school). The school has a level 2 gold (ROC)-recognition of commitment in 2017.The aim created is to demonstrate to children the inclusiveness of the rights and use them throughout their life in the community and home lives. "this in turn helps them to learn how to format, express and listen to options, helping raise achievement (UNICEF). The children who attend the school know they have rights that cover all aspects of their life, and that they are intitled to have them met within the educational setting. Article 28 “i have the right to an education”. As a deprived area many children face exclusion within our school the main group is poverty due to many factors like low income families mainly living and relying on benefits from the government. Our school can help and support the families by making wearing school uniform NOT compulsory but if the parents to include their children in wearing uniform we can provide a basic se to get them started, then also provide the correct for to sign up for a uniform grant. If the parents/careers struggled to complete the form our family lesion officer (FLO) can help. Due to the lack of job opportunities, lack of qualifications along with a poor work ethic within the community many of the parents do not have jobs therefor their children fall into the free school meals (FSM) bracket. There sometimes can be a stigma attached to this and may cause bullying or the feeling of exclusion but as a large school 60-70 percent of children are on free school meals, so it's the paying children who are the minority. Due to the recent devastating effects of covid19 our town and schools went in to lock down which means many family's struggled to feed their children. Funding from the local government and authorities meant that we could support these deprived families  by giving them food packages, P.A.T.C.H. Charity helped, period packs were given to all girls in years 5&6 to support period poverty, we were also able to give the FSM families money to help their food costs, resource packs were given so that the children were able to continue with school learning, even the loan of technology devices were given, telephone calls were made weekly to reassure parents and children that the school is still around for support at these unpresented times. The welsh government have invested in the Discretionary Assistance Fund (DAF) after the coronavirus pandemic. According to a local newspaper article dated My 2020 “child poverty in the county is second highest in Wales” (Western Telegraph). Another anti-poverty program is Flying Start introduced in 2007, all children within the catchment area from the age of 2 can attend a 2.5 hour session every week day where the children have access to a clean safe environment, with stimulating play, snacks and so much more, by having this program young children are getting the social and emotional support/interaction they need in order to develop and flourish. This provision offers not just childcare but also access to speech and language therapists, health visitors and school nurses this is all to benefit the children improving their quality of life health and wellbeing. Our school provides children with many trips and off-site visits, to insure no child misses out on the opportunity, most trips are free or of very little cost , payment plans can be set up for the more costly trips. Our job as a school is not just to support our children but the families as well so no matter what the circumstances or financial position our school and staff are happy to help, so no child or family is excluded from events or activities within our community. Our school works with many outside agencies to help parents and families progress and be part of their community they fall under the umbrella of TEAM (together everyone achieves more) they consist of family engagement messy church and the FAST project (families and schools together) these programs put on events within in the school that are free within school hours accessible to everyone with no catch it is simply a chance to get involved with the community (tree planting and recycling etc) engaging with your child (cooking, story making) building self esteem and confidence (coffee mornings easter bingo education courses like first aid and food hygiene) parent toddler group is also another free family engagement set up within the school setting providing a safe environment accessible timings this gives parents a chance to engage with other families, the F.L.O also attends these groups to help support anyone who needs it. Breakfast club is also provided at school which is a group run by school staff children can attend from 8AM and are given a healthy breakfast. Then they have the opportunities to take part in stimulating activities such as football club and reading club etc. To ensure we are accommodating as many families as possible breakfast club is now open from 7:30am at a small cost of one pound this can benefit the parents who work for the NHS etc. By providing this service all families have access weather their parents are working or not working no one is excluded due to finances or employment status End child poverty coalition state that “1 in 5 children living in Wales have been experiencing poverty and as a result the devastating effect is can bring” Breakfast club insures that every child has a great start to the day meeting their psychological needs and can be focused for the day this links with Maslow's hierarchy of needs. Breakfast club has many benefits and can improve children concentration, attendance, behavior, attainments and achievement giving children the self actualization skills as Carl Rogers states everyone can reach their goals. If children arrive late to school and have not had breakfast toast and milk are provided to make sure no child goes with out and they to can achieve goals. In order to get to the top the bottom need must be met striving the children to their true growth potential of healthy confident individual's. Another group at risk of being excluded is disability children who have a disability are considered to be the most vulnerable. Disability is defined as a “ an umbrella term covering impairments, activity limitations, and participation restrictions. Impairment is a problem in body function or structure while a participation restriction is a problem experienced by an individual in involvement in life situations” (world health organization 2017) At our primary school we cater for the physical disability by having disabled parking with an access to disabled transportation for any school offsite visit each corridor and classroom are fitted with wide doorways. A risk assessment is completed to ensure the child can be mobile around the classroom as independently as possible meaning wider spaces between desks access to resources without excluding the child, or peers feeling that the child has special treatment. Adjustable tables and ramps are accessible so what ever the activity the child can be included. In some cases a 1-2-1 support staff will be assigned to the child to insure progression. The child has many opportunities in extra curricula activities such as gymnastics, swimming and after school clubs. Teachers who have a child with a disability in their class need to be pro active when it comes to disability and the challenges it faces, having a negative mind set can cause the child to have low expectations for themselves the child may already feel that they have obstacles in their way of achievement. Its up to the staff to ensure the child feels included at all times, article 6 UNCRC “i should be supported to live and grow” not all disabilities are visual in some cases some children have ADHD, autism, Asperger's etc these children still attend our school but in the specialist provision called the LRC (learning resource center) these children's have special educational needs (SEN) which means adjustments are made to accommodate the child and thier specific need. Not all children are just in the LRC some children have some integration time in mainstream with 121 support so the child can learn alongside peers and be involved in groups regardless of the disability. This works very well in our school with many benefits for example the SEN children can feel included within the mainstream classroom but also has the comfort in know he and she can return to the LRC when it becomes too much. The mainstream children can also learn from having a SEN child in their class because they can see that even though we are all different we are all entitled to the same education along with dreams and aspirations can be achieved. In our area we are finding more and more children attending our school have more and more mental health issues due to poor family life. We can support this child by having interventions such as ESTEEM club (builds confidence) emotion coaching and ELSA (emotional literacy support) working with outside agencies such as behavior therapist counselling teams we can support the child in many areas. installing Egans module of helping stages (2007) the preferred picture, current picture, ways forward developing a growth mindset with a positive outlook for the future . The interventions and strategies we use are regularly maintained by record keeping this is to insure the correct intervention is successful for the child meeting their needs. Having the pupil development grant has given the school the opportunities to provide such great/key interventions insuring resources are being used effectively. we have a close relationship with the local council and ERW to promote progress in all children removing any barriers they may face  as Rita Pierson states “every child deserves a champion an adult who will never give up on them who understands the power of connection and insists that they can become the best that they can possibly be” Ruth Levitas is a professor in the department of sociology she uncovered 3 stages of the interpretations of social exclusions; Red a redistributionist discourse. MUD moral underclass discourse. SID social integrationist discourse. this can often occur with our community as poverty is the main contributor to our disadvantaged children and their education.

Throughout this assignment I have found that we are a massive support in children’s lives and community in which they live in. By instilling these values in children they can grow and adapt to a ever changing society being able to express their true selves and showing them they can achieve dreams and aspirations no matter who they are or where they come from. Although Ruth Levitas theory categorizes people in three groups it is possible for families not to fall into them because they work hard to achieve goals and provide for their families. Theorist Pierre Bourdieu was a leading socialist theorist, his theory was that if you came from a poor and deprived background you will remain in the poor deprived background. So it’s important that the children of this deprived community know this is not true can go on to make a better life for themselves and achieve big things for example basketball player Michael Jordan came from a lower class family and community but has gone on to be a world famous basketball player who is now a role model for lots of young people wanting to pursue in this sporting career. One thing I feel that needs to be changed/ improved is labelling for example local councils and governments are building estates but these estates are labelled as rough and common with no great outlook on life, could these houses be built more sporadically so everyone fits in to a community with no labelling and not just an area everyone wants to avoid. 
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