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Introduction
Storytelling is a way to connect with young children and help them develop their oracy skills. This assignment will examine recordings of storytelling sessions, observing how the storyteller has engaged with the children and the techniques they used. By looking at these recordings, it explores how storytelling activities can boost oracy and literacy skills in young children. The analysis will compare different storytelling methods and the benefits. Links will also be made to relevant theories and research, which will help to understand the findings. The aim is to discover the most effective practises in educational storytelling and highlight how traditional storytelling and digital storytelling can support children's reading, writing and language development in the early years.
Benefits of Storytelling
According to BookTrust (2024), it is never too early to start reading to your children, it states that before a baby is born, from as early as 18 weeks, a baby can recognise its mothers voice and feel comforted by it. During early childhood, storytelling has a big impact on children's lives. It can help children to understand the world around them and give them a way to share their own ideas, knowledge, and feelings. As children learn about themselves, others, and their environment, stories continue to play a crucial role in this process.                                                                                                            Also stated by BookTrust (2024), communication and language are at the heart of how children learn, and this has been emphasised in supporting their development. It is crucial for children to learn words and have a wide vocabulary so they can communicate well and think clearly. Research has shown that in the first couple of years of life, children can pick up knew words and expressions mainly by listening to people talk. Following that, most new words are learnt by listening to stories read aloud, this is due to the language used in books which is often more advanced than everyday speech.  
According to Feldman (2019) developing language and vocabulary is important. It is not just about talking well, language is how people remember things, recall facts, and think. When children hear stories read aloud, they are introduced to new and exciting words and different ways of saying things. This helps them to understand the subtle details of language, enriching their ability to express themselves and understand the world around them. 
According to English Speaking Union (2024), oracy is important because it involves being able to express yourself clearly and confidently in speaking across different situations. It also highlights that oracy is just as fundamental as literacy and numeracy. Strong oracy skills help children learn better by allowing them to share their thoughts, ask questions, and engage more deeply with what they are learning. These skills boost confidence and self-esteem, foster empathy and improve the ability to listen and work with others. Being able to speak up and communicate well can enhance happiness and well-being, preventing feelings of isolation. English speaking union 2024 also states that oracy skills are highly valued in the workplace. Employers look for people who can communicate effectively, work in teams, and present their ideas clearly. Good speaking skills also empower individuals to participate actively in their communities, engage in discussions, and support themselves and others. Developing oracy helps people build better relationships and adapt to different social situations confidently.
Save the Children (2016) states that children who have difficulties with speech and language development often fall behind their peers. Children who have these delays tend to remain behind even by the time they finish primary school.
Lowry (2016) also supports this and states that when children do not receive the support needed, this can cause them to fall behind in literacy, making it difficult for them to join in and communicate during activities. However, when they receive the right support, their language and literacy skills can improve. Early intervention is important as it can help children to achieve positive outcomes in their future. 
According to Killick and Boffey (2012) When parents and practitioners incorporate storytelling into daily activities, this can significantly enhance young children's speaking and listening skills. Storytelling improves language skills and supports social, emotional and cognitive development. It provides a rich and engaging way for children to practice communicating, laying a strong foundation for their future learning. Parent Aps (2024) states that engaging with stories can stimulate imagination, encouraging children to create their own stories and scenarios.
Digital and Traditional Storytelling
According to Smeda and Dakich and Sharda (2014) digital storytelling can bring stories to life by combining traditional storytelling with digital elements such as sounds, pictures and videos. This can make learning more enjoyable and engaging because the stories become interactive and visually exciting. Traditional storytelling can develop listening skills and spark imagination, whereas digital storytelling incorporates multimedia elements which creates a different learning style. Both traditional and digital storytelling have benefits, using digital storytelling and a combination of traditional stories can however add the excitement of technology which makes learning more enriching for children.
Traditional Story
The story read was called ‘Whatever Next’ by Jill Murphy to children aged between 4 to 6 years old, props were used to make the story more engaging and easier to understand. A simple cardboard box was used as a rocket and a colander for a helmet, which helped bring the story to life. When using props, children can touch them which can make them more interested and involved in the story. Acting out the scenes can help to keep their attention and spark their imaginations, encouraging them to think about different roles. The use of props can be very effective in keeping the children engaged and helping them to understand the story and describing the props can build oracy skills. However, keeping the story flowing smoothly can pose a challenge when using props, it is crucial to be adaptable and make smooth transitions. By using visual aids, signs, and movement, this can help the children to remember the story and make the session more memorable. Using props can encourage imaginative play and support their social and emotional development. The use of props can also support their reading skills by connecting words to actions and objects. Additionally, the interactive experiences can inspire the children to retell the story or come up with their own ideas, this can enhance their writing skills through a better understanding of story structure and vocabulary.
The use of props during traditional storytelling can be linked to educational theorists who have emphasised the importance of interactive and hands-on learning in early childhood education. Piaget’s theory of cognitive development suggests that children aged between 2 to 7 years old are in the ‘preoperational stage’ of cognitive development. Encouraging children to think about what may happen next in a story can help them to develop their imagination and thinking skills. This is vital for children who are learning to think symbolically and make sense of the world around them (Kim, 2014).
Questions were asked about the story as this can encourage young children to explore their ideas and discover answers themselves, which can promote active engagement and understanding of the story and its sequence.  Asking questions also helps children to think deeper and develop oracy and comprehension skills.
According to McLeod (2024) Vygotsky developed the idea of ZPD (Zone of Proximal Development), this idea that children can learn a lot more with help from someone else than on their own. When asking questions during storytelling, the child is receiving extra support which can help them to understand more than they would on their own. This helps the child to reach a higher level of understanding and learning, this is where Vygotsky's idea off scaffolding and social interaction supports this theory.
Cherry (2024) states that according to Bandura’s theory, children can pick up behaviours, including language, by observing an imitating the people around them. Children can therefore learn to speak by listening to others and trying to copy what they have heard. When children engage in role play, this can give them the opportunity to use language they've heard from people around them, TV shows, or books. As they imitate new words and phrases during role play this can increase their vocabulary and they can practise the different ways of speaking in a social setting. This can help them develop their language through play.
Digital Storytelling
The story read was called ‘The Little Red Hen’. This story is suitable for children aged 3 to 6 years old.                                                                                                 
In the digital story, different voice tones were used to represent each character in the animation. This approach helped to keep the children engaged, as young children can easily lose concentration. Using varied voices makes a story more fun and enjoyable for them to listen to. Additionally, the moving animations and bright colours in the digital story helped to maintain the children's interest and keep them engaged.
Using different voices and expressions help children notice the differences in how people speak. This can make them better listeners and enhance their ability to understand what they hear. Using different voices for the different characters can also help children to distinguish between them, this can help to understand each character's role within the story and make the plot easier to follow. According to The Department for Education (2024) the EYFS frameworks states that regularly reading to children and keeping them engaged in stories can help with language development. 
The Little Red Hen contained sentences that were repeated throughout the story. According to Wojcik (2013) repetition is important for helping children learn new words. Young children hearing the same words repeated can help them to remember and understand them better as they are still developing their memory skills. Therefore, every time a child hears a word repeated, it helps strengthen their memory of the word, which can make it more likely for them to remember it and use it in the future.  
The digital story was read without any text on the screen based on the animations, this helped the children to develop their speaking skills by engaging them in active listening and encouraging them to repeat familiar sentences and character names. This repetition can improve their pronunciation, expand their vocabulary, and develop their confidence in speaking. Without text, the visual cues and repeated phrases can help children understand how stories are structured, this can support their reading skills by connecting spoken words with images. Additionally, hearing the repeated language can help them to retell the story or create their own versions, which can enhance their writing skills through a better understanding of language and storytelling.
Conclusion
Both digital and traditional storytelling are crucial in helping young children develop their speaking, reading, and writing skills. Digital stories like The Little Red Hen even without text on the screen, can engage children with animation and repeated phrases. This can help children to improve their speaking and listening skills as they mimic the story and notice the patterns in it. The visualisation can aid their understanding of the story, laying a foundation for reading by connecting images with spoken words. Traditional storytelling with books like ‘Whatever Next’, using props, offers a hands-on and interactive experience, capturing children's attention and encouraging them to participate actively. This can enhance their speaking skills as they discuss and act out the story and develop their comprehension skills. The role play can inspire them to create their own stories, which can support the development of their writing skills. 
Practitioners and carers can provide a rich learning experience with both digital and traditional storytelling, keeping children engaged with the storytelling activities can support their overall language development.
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