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Wales and the World: Cynefin, Colonialism and Global Interconnections
University of Wales Trinity St David, 6—7 June 2022
Hybrid conference: on site at UWTSD Lampeter and online
Keynote speaker: Professor Olivette Otele, University of Bristol
This conference will situate the history of Wales within global and colonial contexts. The conference invites proposals for papers that engage with current issues and debates in historiography and public policy alike. On one hand, the conference aims to expand upon recent scholarship which has cast new light on Wales’s connections to imperialism and transatlantic slavery. On the other, it will encourage discussions about how Welsh national history and identity is understood and taught. 
The conference is animated by the findings of a 2021 report chaired by Charlotte Williams which led to BAME histories being formally incorporated in the Curriculum for Wales. The conference follows the Williams report by problematizing the concept of cynefin – often translated as ‘habitat’ but with broader connotations suggesting rootedness and a place of belonging. Without downplaying the concept’s utility, the Williams report stresses that cynefin has the potential to be exclusionary if limited simply to localities and local demography. Accordingly, the conference invites papers that explore the routes (as well as roots) of cynefin and which reconsider Wales’s relationship to wider histories of migration, international trade and colonialism.
The conference is part of a series of events that mark the bicentenary of St David’s College, Lampeter – forerunner of today’s University of Wales Trinity St David. Relevant papers focusing on histories of educational institutions and rural Wales are thus particularly encouraged.
We welcome proposals for papers on themes including (but not limited to):
· Wales as colony/Wales as coloniser
· Heritage, museums and public history
· Memorials, commemoration and anniversaries
· Built and natural landscapes
· Histories of educational institutions
· The concept of cynefin
· Migration in Welsh history
· BAME histories in national curricula
· The colonial countryside
· Language and identity
Papers should be 20 minutes in length. Please submit a paper proposal of 250 words and a short biography by Friday 25 February 2022. We particularly encourage proposals from postgraduates and early-career researchers, and welcome papers delivered through the medium of Welsh.
Email proposals and enquiries to: walesandtheworld@uwtsd.ac.uk.
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