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Reflection on my Experiences of Researching a Piece of Coursework During Block 3
I found the lectures where we read through many different works of literature very fascinating as I was exposed to many different works that I was unfamiliar with and would have otherwise not have considered. To conclude this module, we had to write two 1000-word essays on any piece of work studied in the module. I chose to base one essay on Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner and Jonathan Swift’s satirical essay: A Modest Proposal. Researching both of those works involved me also having to researching the themes of both and how both authors’ background in politics may have informed or inspired their works. 
I not only incorporated my research into the essays in the form of referencing, but I also expressed my own opinions on their work. I had to consider how literature is written from the subconscious and how external experiences from the world around us influence the work that we create. 
Sometimes I found that I had to dial back on some of opinions by refraining from having to back up some of my opinion with factual sources. I also struggled to keep my sentences concise as I had to keep my essay within 100 words. 
I reworded many parts of the essay so many times that I had to keep rereading my work to make sure it was coherent. I knew that, with two essays, I needed to allow myself 2 whole weeks to write them. 
I’m finding that, with it being foundation year, I am still learning the structural requirement of good scholarship when engaging with my researching and referencing them in my essay. I am still viewing this foundation year as a way of learning from what I don’t know and using it as an opportunity to value constructive criticism. 
I had a free block since block 3 and did not participate in block 4 apart from the Academic Survival Skills sessions on Monday mornings. 
