Create a practitioner focused web site resource which supports the leadership of children and young people's rights within a relevant context. Provide an accompanying rationale for your resource.  

Through the web resource that I have created [https://leadershipofchildrensrights.wordpress.com/] I believe this will help to support a practitioner in developing their own and leading children’s rights practice and why it is important. The web resource outlines what children’s rights are, key legislation that is relevant in Wales, theory, policies and best practice and practical suggestions. 
When creating this web resource a large chunk of the theory came from The children’s Commissioner for Wales. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2019) outlines the articles within the United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child and also states that ‘In 2011 Wales became the first country in the UK to make the UNCRC part of its domestic law’. The documents linked on this web page allowed for further reading into how practitioners can uphold the rights of the children through their everyday care. The UNCRC consists of 54 articles that set out children's rights and how governments should work together to make them available to all children. Under the terms of the convention, governments are required to meet children's basic needs and help them reach their full potential.
The web resource has four sub pages that each provide information for people working in a day nursery setting that will allow them to further develop their understanding on how to promote children’s rights with children of a young age. Outlining what children’s rights are is the first sub page and allows practitioners to understand the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child and also read all the articles it outlines. This ensures that there is a basic level of understanding of what the rights are to the children in their care. Also linked on this page is a video taken from The Children’s Commissioner in Wales that shows why children’s rights are so important. This video was included to allow for everyone’s learning needs as some learn visually. Also embedded on this page is a audio clip again published by the Commissioner for Wales which is a song created by children and teachers in a school in Wales. This audio could be used as a song for the children to listen to and learn and is a lovely resource that could be used within a day nursery setting especially with pre-school children.  
The second sub page on the web resource is key legislation in Wales, this page mainly outlines the Children and Families (Wales) Measure 2010. Welsh Parliament (2010) states that ‘the Children and Families (Wales) Measure makes statutory provision, through a legislative framework, to take forward the Welsh Assembly Government’s commitment in terms of child poverty, and to take forward early development of its strategy for vulnerable children by bringing forward legislation to provide greater support to families where children may be at risk, and strengthened regulatory enforcement in children settings’. From this piece of legislation it is clear to see that Wales have taken the children’s rights convention very seriously and have now begun to place these rights into new frameworks they are creating. This legislation outlines how we are practitioners can help vulnerable children within out settings. The legislation also states that in order to care for children childminders or day setting much be registered and follow strict guidance.
The third sub page on my web resource is theory, policy and practice. This page is probably one of the most important as it really does set the tone on how we should be interacting and empowering the children within our care. When considering children’s rights sometimes it is easy for people to wonder how this would even affect the children in their care especially the more serious issues of child trafficking or child marriage. Whilst this is uncommon in the United Kingdom it isn’t something that should simply be ignored. This is where the research and resources provided by UNICEF can come in handy as they really do educate us as practitioners on all the issues children face within our communities. Children should feel valued, secure and safe from harm when in day-care settings and by having a good level of understanding on the children’s rights and how we can uphold them will ensure that we as practitioners are doing everything possible to allow children to feel this way.
The fourth and final sub section on my web resource is practical suggestions, on this page I have included a list of things that can be done within the setting by the staff to promote children’s rights. By valuing all children, giving them all equal chances to play and grow and to ensure their basic needs are met is just a start to ensure their rights as children are being met. This is important for children so that they begin to develop and understanding of what their rights are as children and then allowing them to seek help if they feel something isn’t right. By caring for our children correctly practitioners build up a relationship of love and trust and children will then feel more able to speak out to their care workers if they feel something isn’t right. In a day nursery the foundations of these relationships are built allowing children to feel valued and loved. Also on this practical suggestions page is a printable poster that is aimed at children and provides images for three of their rights. Over time children will learn these three rights and develop an understanding of them. Also provided here is a series of questions that can again be printed and answered by practitioners within the nursery setting. These questions allow for thought and discussion on how best practice can be achieved to ensure all children are being treated fairly and equally. The questions cover treating all children equally, ensuring we are spelling names and pronouncing them correctly and ensuring children have access to food and water. They cover things that may not necessarily be thought about day to day but most certainly play a vital role in the underpinning of children’s rights. 
Through reading about many different ways the United Nations Covention on the Rights of the Child is used worldwide it is clear the UNICEF are at the forefront in fighting for these rights to be ratified in law and then upheld by the country through their legislation. This web resource has used many pieces of framework and text from UNICEF to help support its writing. UNICEF (2019) states that ‘the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, or UNCRC, is the basis of all of Unicef’s work. It is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely-ratified international human rights treaty in history’. UNICEF (2019) goes on to discuss:
‘There are four articles in the convention that are seen as special. They’re known as the “General Principles” and they help to interpret all the other articles and play a fundamental role in realising all the rights in the Convention for all children. They are:
1. Non-discrimination (article 2)
2. Best interest of the child (article 3)
3. Right to life survival and development (article 6)
4. Right to be heard (article 12)’
UNICEF is a brilliant resource to use when further reading into the UNCRC. 
This web resource was very interesting to create, it allowed me both academically and professionally to gain further insight into the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The web resource provides vital information for practitioners to use to help them develop their understanding to support children in their children’s rights. Within a day nursery it isn’t easy to educate the children on their rights as they are so young but the web resource that I have created allows practitioners to see other ways in which they can educate children on their rights. This may be through things like ensuring their privacy is protected when nappy changing or completing care routines, ensuring children are fed and have access to water, ensuring they have the chance to play and feel valued and are allowed to explore their surroundings safely. As long as practitioners are aware of the policies and procedures put in place within their settings children’s rights should be being upheld, however through educating oneself further this allows for a greater understanding by the individual. Educating ourselves and the next generation of children on what their rights consist of will slowly and steadily eradicate some of the issues UNICEF face and create a world in which children and young people feel they are safe and protected from harm, sadly however this is still a long way off in many countries. 
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