Study Skills Portfolio
Part 1
In Iceland and a handful of other similar countries they think it is important that children spend a lot of time playing outside. There are government studies which back up that children being in an outdoor environment has a positive influence.
Nordahl and Johnson’s (2013) research claims that in the curriculum guidelines for primary and secondary schools they emphasize using the outdoors as a place to learn. It helps promote a positive attitude towards nature which then leads to a healthy lifestyle. 
Icelandic preschools have traditionally emphasized outdoor play in children ages one to six, this involves playing outdoors every day. Although in compulsory schools that children aged six to sixteen attends, they only have outdoor play at lunchtime.
The way children learn in an outdoor environment varies between different schools and teachers however we do not know how they use the outdoors within the children's learning. In Iceland there is evidence that compulsory teachers started using outdoor learning methods more than they did before. In Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland, 70% of compulsory schools report that they practice outdoor education on a regular basis (Oladottir, 2008).
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Part 2a
This essay is about the effects that forest schools have on young children. The Forest School Network definition on forest schools' states ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults' regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment’ (Murry and O’brian, 2006). There is a growing concern that foundation phase children do not get to explore the outdoors during school periods like their parents did. In the 21st Century education has been more focused on learning indoors (O’Brien and Murry, 2007). Research tells us that foundation phase children should spend their early years being outdoor because it will benefit there health later in life. If children don’t play and learn outdoors, they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits that nature will give them (Ward Thompson et al, 2004). Learning outdoors has different benefits to learning in a classroom environment. The Welsh government are encouraging teachers to use forest school in foundation phase classrooms.
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of information in academic writing you could be accused of plagiarism? Why is it important that students need to avoid this?
Students need to acknowledge the source of information they are using in their academic writing. If they fail to do so they will be accused of plagiarism. According to the English Oxford Dictionary the definition of plagiarism is ‘The practice of taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them off as one’s own’ (Oxford Dictionaries, 2018). Plagiarism is a serious offence, so students need to be very aware of this and be educated on how to use other authors work throughout their own writing. When a student is accused of plagiarism most of the time, they are unaware that they have even committed the offence. Although avoiding plagiarism is not just making sure all your references are correct, it can also show how you have expanded your knowledge by reading from different sources to make sure that the work is the best it can be (University of Oxford, 2015). As Burns and Sinfield (2012) explain the English Universities system expects you to learn from lectures but to also take part in your own independent learning. You are expected to read for a degree. When you gather information, ideas and arguments from other authors they must be credited for their ideas.
Universities now offer a program called Turn It In which students can submit assignments to. This program will check through assignments and highlight if any of the work is plagiarised. It can be excellent if a reference has been forgotten and can narrow down a lot of plagiarism claims.
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You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.
This statement is false. According to The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) Harvard reference guide (2018) when a student references a direct quote it is taking someone else's work word for word. It is stating exactly what the author has written and using it within the student's own work. A direct quote should not be used frequently throughout an assignment, it should only be used when the information is to the point and relevant.
As quotations should not be used to often there is another way in which work can referenced without using a direct quote. Paraphrasing and summarising can be used as an alternative way of referencing an author's work. Paraphrasing is when the author or student writes in thier own word's other authors ideas. Whereas summarising is when the author or student takes someone else's idea and writes a brief paragraph about their work (2018).
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Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
This statement is false. When a student searches for information on google Wikipedia is almost always one of the first websites to come up with information. This is very mis-leading. The information Wikipedia provides is all written and edited by the public. This is not a trustworthy source to use for any academic intent. Although lecturers warn pupils not to use Wikipedia for academic writing, there is evidence that backs up this site is still being used for that purpose. As Coomer (2013) specifies the two academics he questioned for his article said it is obvious if student has used Wikipedia as a source and this was always unacceptable. 
Reference List:
Coomer, A. (2013) Should University Students Use Wikipedia? Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/education/2013/may/13/should-university-students-use-wikipedia (Accessed 6th November 2018)
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.
A quotation is when the student uses someone else's exact writing and applies it in thier own work. A long quotation is usually when a direct quote is over thirty characters or more than two lines long. As the UWTSD Referencing Handbook (2018) explains to use a long quotation in your work you must: 
1. Start another paragraph.
2. Indent the paragraph.
3. Do not use quotation marks.
4. Continue with the quote.
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Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
Cotrell (2013) demonstrates that to begin to conduct research for an academic assignment you must understand the title. This can sometimes mean reading it more than once, writing it down and even circling key words in the assignment title.
The reader can then expand thier knowledge by doing research, making sure they are using different sources. Cotrell (2013) states to start looking for information on a wider level. The student can then choose different topics to read more in depth about.
Five sources that could be used are; Books, Internet, Journal Papers, Reports and other students' dissertations or past papers.
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Part 3
Write a critical response to an article.

A Critical Response to ‘Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’

This essay will explore the educational underachievement debate between Wales and England, and specifically critically analyse the journal article ‘Schooled to fail’ written by Emma Smith in 2005.
The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ was published in The Welsh Journal of Education, Volume 13, Number 2, 2005. The author, Emma Smith discusses in depth about the underachievement debate from a Welsh perspective. This analytic response will be based on structure of the article, the language used in the article and furthermore the evidence and reasoning within the article.
Smith starts the journal paper by looking at wider educational studies. She starts by comparing results with Europe and America; to follow she talks about economic similarities Wales has with North England. She finally narrows the debate down by focusing on gender. 
The way Smith has structured her essay makes it straightforward for the reader. Cottrell (2013) hypothesises that grouping and structuring an essay makes journals easier to read as the reader can find the information they need a lot quicker. 
Smith’s structure includes the use of long sentences and paragraphs full of statistical information, which can make it hard for the reader to engage with the text. However, each paragraph links well with the following and she makes use of different academic sentences at the start of every paragraph without being too repetitive.
Smith has used numerous statistics during her paper that are irrelevant and hard to read. This study would have been more useful if she had focused on writing statements about the statistics and referring to them rather than using a graph to explain the information. 
The language style Smith uses is very formal. She uses lots of technical information which can make the journal hard to read from a non-academic perspective. The use of emotive and subjective writing is present in the journal. 
Smith (2005, p88) expresses that 
‘if economic factors are put to one side and the comparison is made simply on size of population, surely, it is un fair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under three million people with one of just under five million?’. 
By using the word ‘unfair’ it is showing emotive language. Smith then uses a statistical graph to back up her statistics. Smith uses a rhetorical question in her writing, she already knows the answer and already shows us the statistical graph to prove the answer. She is using the question to sway the reader to sympathise with the welsh perspective this then influences the reader with her opinion. Cottrell demonstrates ‘subjectivity simply means bringing your own views, opinions, experiences or value judgment into your research writing’ (2008, p313). Smith is trying to reflect her opinion onto the reader by using these strategies.  
Smith sways favourably towards Wales on occasions when comparing Wales to North England, similar in size and economy. However, she explains ‘according to one teachers’ union, our students are the most tested in the world’ (Smith, 2005, p.85). This is a bold statement to make as she only backed this up using one source. This source she has used is bias as a result of it being subjective. If the reader does not focus on where the source came from it can sway their perspective. She additionally uses multiple irrelevant sources throughout the text to display her statistics. 
Towards the end of the article she claims the underachieving is due to gender. She explains that boys with working class parents' results are the reason that Wales have the reputation of under achieving compared to England. Smith later presents graphs showing a very little achievement gap between girls and boys in Math’s and English exams. 
The difference in marks appears to be coincided with the introduction of course work to the curriculum by the Welsh Joint Education Commitee (WJEC). Smith (2005, p.92) specifies ‘the difference between their performance is generally less than 10 percent and surely not enough evidence to label the boys as underachieving’. However, she does not state where these statistics originated.
Smith concludes by highlighting that educators, re-searchers and policy makers needs to take into consideration the factor of working-class children needing more help. The reader can see she is changing her opinion throughout the article. 
In conclusion Smith presents a good debate as to why Wales are not underachieving in comparison to England, which sways the reader to sympathise with the ‘Welsh perspective’. However, it takes her a long time to reach her conclusion and the article could have been clearer for the reader if she had presented the graphs in a different way, for example by typing the information into the article.
Throughout the article Smith writes from a Welsh perspective, although sometimes she writes in favour of Wales not underachieving when the evidence clearly shows the opposite. The results and graphs she uses are very out dated and to strengthen her perspective she could have used more up to date statistics. On the other hand, the article is well structured and straightforward to read. Rather than just focusing on the results the statistics and graphs show us, she explains why they present us with this evidence. Smith writes about the economic similarities Wales has with North England and compares on this basis, rather than comparing Wales with all of England. This is a positive factor of the essay as here she makes a fair comparison.
Overall this is a relevant article for a reader who wants more information on why Wales could be seen to be underachieving compared to England.
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