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An Evaluation of Spearfish Fuel Upgrade: Assessing the Safety and Environmental impact of Spill and Clean-up Procedure
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With the introduction of a new model of Spearfish torpedo into the service of the Royal Navy, Ministry of Defence procedural documentation must change to reflect updated specifications of systems in order to ensure the safety of the operators, handlers, and keep environmental damage to a minimum. 

With the new generation of Spearfish, known as ‘MOD 1’, comes a change in the composition of fuel which renders the old spill plans obsolete as they concern a mixture of fuel no longer in use. 

The project involves a critical chemical analysis of the fuel used by MOD 1 Spearfish along with a comparison to the chemical makeup of the old fuel composition used by earlier models of Spearfish, which will then be used to create and justify the creation of a new spill procedure for use on site that conform to and comply with relevant legislation from a health and safety, and environmental point of view. The newly created spill procedure will then be tested by holding a tabletop exercise to ensure they are sufficiently robust and fit for purpose.
