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Ethical Principles in Experiments Involving Children
When conducting such experiments, every researcher must consider the potential consequences for both: the participants and those, who may follow their example. This is especially important when children are involved in research, regardless of their age or level of intellectual development. Any negative experiences in which children participate or even witness may irreversibly affect their harmonious psychological and functional development.
	At present, experiment organizers are required to follow to the fundamental ethical principles of human research — the principles of non-maleficence, beneficence, respect for autonomy, and justice.
	In the case of Bandura’s experiment, several key ethical principles were violated.
Firstly, the principle of non-maleficence was breached: it is impossible to state with certainty how participation in such events affected the children’s mental well-being. Secondly, the principle of informed consent was not observed — the children could not give conscious consent to participate, and the parents’ consent, which should have been fully informed and based on an understanding of all possible risks and consequences, was not obtained. Finally, the principle of the right to withdraw was ignored: participants were not given the opportunity to leave the experiment at any time.
	Thus, Bandura’s experiment, despite its scientific value, became an example of a violation of fundamental ethical standards. Nevertheless, it is impossible to deny the significance of the data obtained, which contributed greatly to understanding human behaviour in general and to the further development of psychology and psychiatry.
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