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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC], (1989) highlights the rights of children to ensure that their needs are met, which are embedded in UK legislation (Children Act [CA], 1989; Human Rights Act 1988; SSWBA, 2014).  Although the SSWBA (2014) underpins Social Worker’s practice working within children's services, they also follow the CA (1989) when required, to safeguard children.  The timescales in Wales under part seven of the SSWBA (2014) to complete assessments are 42 days.  Social Worker’s either complete s47 enquiries under the CA (1989) if there is reasonable belief that the child is at significant risk of harm, or complete a care and support assessment under part three of the SSBWA (2014).  The SSWBA (2014) has replaced s17 assessments under the CA (1989) where a child may be in need.  The LA has a duty to respond to all safeguarding referrals (SCW, 2019b) and complete necessary assessments (Law Wales, 2021) in a timely manner, following local and organisational policies (XXXX, 2021). 

 Following  s47 safeguarding enquiries under the CA (1989), there are a number of possible outcomes; a child has care and support needs and will have a care and support plan (SSWBA, 2014) in place.  Should concerns of the welfare and/or safety for the child be substantiated and there were ongoing concerns of significant harm, an initial child protection conference would be held, within 15 working days of the strategy meeting (XXXX, 2021).  If the safeguarding threshold is met, the child would be placed on the Child Protection Register and would have a care and support protection plan (SCW, 2019b).  This plan includes risk management, along with components of the plan under part four of the SSWBA (2014). Regular core group meetings are then held where all relevant practitioners and family attend.  Alternatively, an emergency protection order can be applied for which allows the child to be removed (should there be concerns for significant harm), for an initial period of eight days, with this being extended once if required for a further seven days (Carr and Goosey, 2015).

The categories of abuse are; physical, emotional/ psychological, sexual, financial and neglect (SCW, 2019).  There are a number of factors which may indicate that a child may be at risk, such as; poor mental health in parents, substance misuse and domestic abuse.   However, it is important to note that the impact of these vary greatly family (NSPCC, 2023).  A child who is classified as disabled, also increases their risk of harm (XXXX Wales Safeguarding Board, 2017). A child may present in a number of different ways which indicates that they may be at risk, such as; changes in behaviour, bruising, withdrawal and lacking in age appropriate skills.  My duty, under the (SSWBA 2014) is to report concerns to the necessary team to investigate this further.  This will be screened by experienced workers and will determine the type of assessment to be carried out, either s47 under the CA (1989) or part three of the SSWBA (2014).  Children’s services will then work in partnership with adults and their children (XXXX Wales Safeguarding Board (2022) to meet personal outcomes and improve the circumstances of children (XXXX, 2020) as it is widely recognised that working in partnership with parents, is essential for effective safeguarding (SCW, 2019; Ashley, 2022).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

Safeguarding in both adults and childrens services is very complex and it is paramount that Social Worker’s are familiar with the safeguarding processes, to ensure of the safety of those that we work with and improve outcomes for them (SCW, 2019).  However, there are many differences between adults and children’s safeguarding, including the thresholds of when LA’s intervene.   Although safeguarding is underpinned by part seven of the SSWBA (2014), adults and childrens services also use different legislation and frameworks to support safeguarding processes and duties.  The CA (1989) has been embedded for a number of years now to safeguard children, however legislation relating to safeguarding adults putting duties onto LA’s rather than powers, is much newer.  The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (SCW, 2019) also includes the All Wales Practice Guides for working with children, however these do not apply to adults.  

As an adult, if they have the capacity to decline to safeguarding enquiries, they have the right to do so, having self determination and the LA has to respect autonomy (SCW, 2019b).  The LA can then no longer carry out these enquiries, unless in exceptional circumstances.  In these cases, the inherent jurisdiction can be used (Doyle and Campbell, 2020), or, if the person lacks mental capacity under the MCA (2005), then the LA must act in the adults best interests.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In Children’s Services, safeguarding enquiries can, and do go against the wishes of parents, if there are concerns for a child.  This can cause conflict and can affect the working relationship. However, children’s safeguarding take precedence over the views of parents (XXXX Wales Safeguarding Board, 2022).   It is paramount that Social workers work in partnership with parents to improve outcomes for the child (Ashley, 2022).  The MCA (20005) is relevant for children from the age of 16 years and adults.  Before the age of 16 years, it is expected that parents make the decisions for children as they have parental responsibility for them (CA, 1989). 

LA’s have a duty towards all children to safeguard them, however not all adults meet the threshold for safeguarding (Norfolk Safeguarding Adults Board, Norfolk Safeguarding Children Partnership 2021).  Only when it appears that an adult has needs for care and support, they are potentially experiencing abuse and unable to protect themselves because of their needs, then an adult meets the eligibility criteria for safeguarding (SCW, 2019b). Whereas, in relation to children, they are viewed as needing to be protected, it is much easier to safeguard children  than it is adults.
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