Discuss this image from the burial chamber of the Theban tomb TT96, the Tomb Complex of Sennefer, Mayor of the "Southern City" (Thebes) from the Egyptian New Kingdom. Pay particular attention to the way how Sennefer and his wife Meryt are presented. Are gendered representation from ancient Egypt similar to modern conceptions of sex and gender?
[bookmark: _Hlk58082857][bookmark: _Hlk57811779]In this assignment, I will be discussing if gender representation in Ancient Egypt is similar to modern conceptions of sex and gender whilst referring to the image of Sennefer and Meryt in the burial chamber of the Theban tomb, TT96 as my evidence. The Archaeologist and Egyptologist, Uroš Matić- based at Austrian Archaeological Institute's Cairo Branch, states in his paper, Gender in Ancient Egypt: Norms, Ambiguities, and Sensualities (Matić,2016) that “social identity was most assuredly predicated upon one’s biological sex (inter alia), the gulf between the sexes was not as vast as in many other ancient (and modern) societies”. (Matić, 2016, p.174) Whereas, Sociologist, William Little, in chapter twelve of his textbook, Introduction to Sociology (Little, 2016) states that in modern society, “a person’s sex, as determined by his or her biology, does not always correspond with his or her gender”. (Little, 2016, p.1) 
The Tomb Complex of Sennefer, is located in Sheikh Abd el-Qurna and been known about since 1826 due to Robert Hay de Linplum making copies of the tomb’s decoration. In 1898, Archaeologist, Virey published plans, line drawings and a complete record of the texts of the lower chambers, which are vital due to several details from the antechamber being lost after the record, was made. (0sirisnet, 2005, p.1) 
[bookmark: _Hlk57812412]In the image from the burial chamber of the Theban tomb, TT96, both Sennefer and Meryt are shown to be wearing eye makeup, earrings and necklaces. These specific elements highlight that in Ancient Egypt wearing makeup and jewellery were both masculine and feminine characteristics of gender. This shows that our modern categorisation on what is feminine and masculine cannot necessarily be transferrable to Ancient Egyptian thoughts on what is feminine and masculine. It suggests that Ancient Egyptian society did not have clear-cut view on what was feminine and masculine and that your gender identity could correlate or differ from your biological sex. The depiction of Sennefer and Meryt from the Theban tomb, TT96, supports, Archaeologist and Egyptologist, Matić’s, argument that “the gulf between the sexes was not as vast as in many other ancient (and modern) societies”. (Matić, 2016, p.174) Due to this, gendered representation shown in the Theban Tomb, TT96, highlights that our modern conceptions on sex and gender are different to those of Ancient Egypt. 
Similarly, Sociologist, Little, argues that our modern conceptions on sex and gender are different to those of Ancient Egypt. He states that in modern Canadian society, “men can assume some feminine roles and women can assume some masculine roles without interfering with their gender identity”. (Little, 2016, p.6) Little’s statement portrays that in our society there is a strict and clear distinction of what is feminine and masculine whilst there being a small overlap of attributes that are considered both feminine and masculine. Makeup and jewellery in today’s society are strictly seen, as a typical feminine trait of gender and for men to wear such things, there could possibly be societal implications because of their gender expression. This shows a correlation in modern society between biological sex and gender and implies the reason why men wearing jewellery and beauty products could cause societal implications in today’s society is that our society assumes that your biological sex is the same as you gender. Therefore, this re-iterates that gendered representation in Ancient Egypt is different to modern conceptions on sex and gender. 

However, distinct feminine and masculine attributes in Ancient Egypt are hard to pin down as characteristics can be manifested in either sex. For example, in the burial chamber of the Theban tomb, TT96, Sennefer and Meryt are both presented holding implements, having long hair and wearing clothes such as skirts and dresses. This makes it hard to attempt to classify traits into strict categories of femininity and masculinity. Femininity and masculinity are also entirely subjective and based on bias and observations of that’s society’s views at the time. Little, illustrates that  
Characteristics of gender…may vary greatly between different societies. For example, in American culture, it is considered feminine (or a trait of the female gender) to wear a dress or skirt. However, in many Middle Eastern, Asian, and African cultures, dresses or skirts (often referred to as sarongs, robes, or gowns) can be considered masculine. The kilt worn by a Scottish male does not make him appear feminine in his culture. (Little, 2016, p.1)
Hence this emphasizes that gendered representation in Ancient Egypt is neither similar or different to modern notions of sex and gender because aspects of gender vary and differ for each culture and change as new ideas/bias are installed on society. 
Although, Sennefer is presented as having red skin whilst Meryt having light yellow skin in the burial chamber of the Theban tomb, TT96. This automatically portrays a clear and distinct gender divide, male and female. Formal art in Ancient Egypt is symbolic and coded and is not meant to represent reality but an ideal world, with everything being how it should be. By Ancient Egypt art being coded and symbolic, it makes it culturally specific to a period and follows specific cultural conventions. This amplifies the Ancient Egyptians notions of sex and gender when Sennefer and Meryt were alive, the New Kingdom. The difference of skin colour implies that Ancient Egypt had a distinct binary gender system. Scholar, Gay Robins- Art Historian, formerly the Samuel Candler Dobbs Professor of Art History at Emory University states in Matić’s paper, 
Men and women are consistently portrayed diﬀerently, with red skin for men and yellow for women, hidden genitals for men and outlined genitals for women, active roles for men, passive roles for women, and a status-related canon of proportions and positions (Matić, 2016, p.1)
Robins statement highlights that the use of Ancient Egyptian art distinguishing between male and female is what society ideally wanted, the differentiation of male and female due to biological sex, which supports Matić’s view that “social identity was most assuredly predicated upon one’s biological sex”. (Matić, 2016, p.174) This shows that maybe be gendered representation in Ancient Egypt is similar to today’s conceptions on sex and gender by Ancient Egyptian society being binary which is how modern society is structured. 
To conclude, it has been very interesting to look at the similarities and differences of gendered representation between Ancient Egypt and modern society. Matić puts forward the idea that Ancient Egyptian society was binary and by this, it shows a similarity of gender representation in Ancient Egypt and our society. Little’s first argument portrays that gendered representation in Ancient Egypt is not similar to modern conceptions of sex and gender but he then goes onto say that due to the nature of gender characteristics, you cannot critically examine gender behaviour between two societies. This depletes Little’s argument somewhat but does highlight the importance of historical societal context on sex and gender. Overall, the image of Sennefer and Meryt in the burial chamber of the Theban Tomb, TT96 shows evidence that gendered representation in Ancient Egypt is not similar to modern conceptions of sex and gender. 
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