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EXTRACT A
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on the 15th of August and is an immovable celebration.[footnoteRef:1] King Richard II’s reign was from 22 June 1377 – 30 September 1399, thus making the eighth year of his reign, based on the Julian calendar, the year from June 22nd 1384 – June 21st 1385.[footnoteRef:2] Using this Calendar, the 15th of August 1384 was a Monday, therefore making Thursday’s date August 18th.[footnoteRef:3] The Abbot referred to in this extract, according to the proposed date, is Robert of Helmsley who is recorded as being abbot from 1377 to an unspecified date.[footnoteRef:4]  [1:  Glen Gunhouse, Online Calendar of Saint’s Days (Medievalist.net, no date) https://www.medievalist.net/calendar [accessed 24/11/2024]]  [2:  E.B. Fryde, D.E. Greenway and others, eds. Handbook of British Chronology, (Royal Historical Society, 1986), p.40 
Online access at https://archive.org/handbookofbritis0000unse/  [accessed 05/12/2024].
]  [3:  C.R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, (Offices of The Royal Historical Society, 1961) p.123  https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen/page/20/mode/2up [accessed 28/11/2024].]  [4:  David Smith, The Heads of Religious Houses England and Wales II 1216-1377, eds. D. Smith and V. London, (Cambridge, 2001), p.270.] 


EXTRACT B
Consideration needs to be given to the fact that there were two bishops of St Asaph by the name of Anian. The extract, however, refers to this bishop’s predecessors, Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh (Hywel). Had this been referring to the second bishop by that name, Anian II, one would expect Anian I to have been referred to as a predecessor, which he is not. Bishop Reiner was ordained Bishop of St Asaph in 1186 and died in 1224.[footnoteRef:5] Bishop Abraham was consecrated bishop on 29th June 1225 and died in 1232.[footnoteRef:6] There were two subsequent bishops by the name of Hugh (Hywel). Hugh I received royal assent for the bishopric in 1234 and died before August 1240. Hugh II was consecrated at an undetermined date, but the see was vacant again by 25 of March 1247. Anian I was elected before February 20th, 1248, but was not consecrated by the bishops of Worcester, Bangor and Meath until 1249. He died shortly before 29th September 1266. Therefore, the first year of his pontificate can be dated 1249.[footnoteRef:7] The Feast of St Mary Magdalene is 22nd July, thus the extract, which states the day after, would make the confirmation of the charters as July 23rd, 1249.[footnoteRef:8]  [5:  Catholic Hierarchy, The Hierarchy of the Catholic Church, (Catholic Hierarchy.org, 1996-2024)  https://catholic-hierarchy.org  [accessed 28/11/20124].]  [6:  See Dictionary of Welsh Biography https://www.biography.wales [accessed 28/11/2024].]  [7:  E.B. Fryde and others, p. 249 [accessed 28/11/2024].]  [8:  C. R. Cheney, p.55. [accessed 28/11/2024].] 



EXTRACT C
John de Ketene (Ketton), was elected as Bishop of Ely on 2nd March 1310 and consecrated on the 6th of September of the same year.[footnoteRef:9] The king reigning at this time was Edward II, whose reign dated from 1307-1327. The first regnal year of his reign dates from 7th July 1307 until 6th July 1308. Thus, the fourth year of his reign fell between the 7th of July 1310 and the 6th of July 1311. Easter day for 1310 fell on April 19th. Although the Lenten fast is forty days, Sundays are not included as fast days, therefore Ash Wednesday is forty-six days before Easter (forty days plus six Sundays). This would make Ash Wednesday as March 4th, and Thursday March 5th in 1310.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  E.B. Fryde, and others, p.244
Online access at https://archive.org/handbookofbritis0000unse/  [accessed 05/12/2024].]  [10:  ThoughtCo, “How to determine the Date of Ash Wednesday” (Learn Religions.com, no date) https://www.learnreligions.com/how-date-of-ash-wednesday-determined542441 [accessed 28 November 2024].] 

EXTRACT D
In an extract from this charter, purportedly issued by King Henry I, (regnal year 1100-1135), provision appears to be made for the lands and properties owned by Geoffrey Ridel. Historically, it is known that Geoffrey Ridel died on the twenty-fifth of November 1120 in a shipwreck.[footnoteRef:11] The sinking of The White ship, was both a personal and dynastic disaster for Henry I, losing his only legitimate heir, William Adelin, as well as many of his nobles including Geoffrey Ridel. It can be assumed that the king, after a period of mourning, took up the reins of power again in the first part of 1121. As Geoffrey Ridel left an under-age heir, Robert, the charter appears to provide for the governance of land and properties until Robert came of age and married. Ridel’s daughter, Matilda, is given in marriage to Richard Basset, the marriage occurring sometime between 1121-1123.[footnoteRef:12] However, research undertaken into the authenticity of this document would point to the charter as being a forgery and, therefore, the date being later than originally thought.[footnoteRef:13] The ‘gift’ of marriage of Matilda to Richard Basset in the aforementioned act is made with the consul of nineteen ‘witnesses’. There appear to be inconsistencies in the listing. Geoffrey, Chancellor of the Earl of Chester, is recorded as holding an office that is not known to exist until Ranulf III became Earl in 1181. Geva, widow of Geoffrey Ridel is known to have died in 1145. Similarly, Robert Musard is not recorded in any other acts until the reign of Stephen (1135-1154) which could be construed as suspicious. Many of the others are related to some degree and have a vested interest in where and to whom the properties were bestowed. The Earl of Chester, his relatives and tenants, appear to have the most to benefit from this act. It seems that no conclusive date can be given but it is highly unlikely to have been in the second decade of the 1100s. One theory put forward by David Carpenter is that the forgery was made by Richard Basset to give his wife, Matilda, a greater claim to her brother’s estate when he died with no known heirs, although the date of Robert’s death is unknown.[footnoteRef:14] In 1130 in the Michaelmas Pipe roll, Richard Basset’s account for 40 pounds  ‘ pro custodia terre Gaufridi Ridelli’ rather than ‘pro terra Gaufridi Ridelli’ seems to indicate that he had not acquired the lands in perpetuity.[footnoteRef:15] Alternatively, this forged charter may have been made for the son of Richard Basset, Geoffrey Ridel II, born no later than 1123, after his father’s demise sometime between 1135 -1144, the purpose being to aid the grant of a confirmation of his lands by the empress Maud in 1144.  [11:  Eleanor Jackson, ‘900 Years since the White Ship disaster’ https://blogs.bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2020/11/white-ship.html[accessed 27 November 2024].]  [12:  K.S.B. Keats-Rohan, Domesday Descendants: A Prosopography of Persons Occurring in English Documents, 1066-1166: Pipe Rolls to Cartae Baronum. (Boydell Press, 2002), p.166.]  [13:  David X. Carpenter, ‘Richard Basset, Justice and tenant-in-chief of the honour of Great Weldon (Northants)’ in Charters of William II and Henry I Project, Faculty of History, University of Oxford, 2018. pp.1-19   https://actswilliam2henry1.wordpress.com. Accessed 25/11/2024. ]  [14:  Ibid. p.16.]  [15:  Ibid. Referenced as PR 31 Henry I, 81.] 

As the charter appears to be a forgery, no conclusive date can be given but it is unlikely to have been right after the death of Geoffrey Ridel in 1120. It was either after the death of the heir, Robert, for reasons previously given, or on, or later than the death of Richard Basset.
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