Assessment and evaluation.

Introduction. 
In this essay, there will be a discussion around formative assessment. In this section, there will be an insight into the different assessment that are considered to be formative and look at how they can be used in an education setting, with the main focus being on how they can be seen in a higher education setting.  There is also a similar approach with the summative assessment, to inform you of what you can find under each assessment and whether students find them effective. There is also an opportunity for me to give my own opinion of each type of assessment to help gather an understanding of how each type of assessment works for me. Throughout the essay, I will be critically looking at each different types of assessment to be able to gather an understanding of how these assessments work best. 
Formative assessment.
Formative assessment can also be referred to as assessment for learning. formative assessment is used as “an ongoing planned process that focuses on identifying the next steps for improvement’(Earle, 2014) and can be seen in many different settings but is mainly seen in the education setting. Formative assessment can enable teachers to adjust instructions quickly while the learning is taken place, as well as formative assessment being for the teacher it is also important for the learner as it can help them to make adjustments and improvements in their learning. (Chappuis,2008)

When looking at formative assessment in higher education it can sometimes be overlooked and considered not as important as summative assessment. Nisreen et al. 2008 explained, "as summative assessment is high stakes students tend to focus on this aspect and, with various other constraints." However, Nisreen et al. 2008 also explained how there is evidence to support that formative assessment does help to improve learning in students.

Formative assessment can come in a variety of different forms it can be written or verbal as well as being a formal or informal way of assessing. The assessments can be delivered by anyone from a lecturer to an outside collaborator. Grant et al. 2015 explained that it is important to remember that formative assessments are continues. This means it does not just happen once it keeps going throughout the module or course to help the teacher and the student to see what areas they know and what areas still need to be worked on. 

I see this in my experience of higher education as we often are given little quizzes on a website called Kahoot. I find this helpful as it helps me to see what I know and what I need to work on in my module. I find this helps me when It comes to my assignments as I know what I need to look back over before completing my assignments to make sure I have everything that I need to include in it. 
Observations 
Observations are one type of formative assessment that could be used. It can be seen in many educational settings a primary school. Observations can be seen in primary schools through the foundation phase and its profile assessment which takes place within the first six weeks of reception to assess the children’s ability and learning. The Welsh Assembly Government, 2019 explained that "Assessment information in the form of observations and other formative assessments is gathered through holistic activities across the seven Foundation Phase Areas of Learning." observations can be a good way of collecting assessment data not only for primary school children but also students in higher education. Compton, 2016 explains that “Observations of teaching are becoming increasingly common in Higher Education, often as part of a peer observation project, taught teacher education programme or other professional development activity.” Indicating that in higher education the lecture does some observation as well as the students. The students may undertake observation within a work setting to help complete their work. 
Observations are considered to be “a particularly effective data collection approach when self-reported information (what people say) is likely to be different from actual information (what people really do).” (Hauke, 2019) This indicates that Hauke believes that by observing someone you can get a true representation of what they say about themselves is true. This could also be considered in an academic way, for example, someone producing a written piece of work may find it difficult to be able to get their point of view across, for the lecture to believe that the student knows they understand. When doing a presentation, it provides the student with the opportunity to show and also add to what they have learnt. This can be an opportunity for the lecture to observe the body language of students and to provide a judgment that they understand what they are saying. 
Although it seems clear that observations can help teachers and lecturers to ensure that their students understand what they have done or doing. Although there can be some limitations to choosing observations as your chose of formative assessment. “different researchers gain different understanding of what they observe” (Kawulich, 2005)
From previous experience of doing presentations within my university course, it is clear that my lecturer has to observe. This is to ensure that I can show understanding as well as being able to deliver what I have researched. If my lecturer was to be assessing just my PowerPoint, then it is unlikely that observation would be the appropriate chose of assessment. As they would not be observing me but rather my written work. However, by observing they can make a clear judgment of what I have achieved. 
[image: ]Below is a screenshot of my presentation results that I received back in my second year at university. That clearly shows where my lecture has completed an observed assessment of me based on a grouped presentation. 
This screenshot of my presentation feedbacks clearly shows that my lecture was able to observe that I gathered some information to assess, and I was able to meet the criteria that were needed. In the delivery section it states ‘does the speaker seem interested’ it is clear that she would have to observe my body language to be able to answer this. It is clear that from this feedback form that I was to show a ‘good’ level of interest in this subject which indicates that there is room for improvement, which I would be able to demonstrate in future presentations. 
From this feedback, I was able to see that observation assessment was also used in the visual aid section. Within this section, it is clear that it was my PowerPoint presentation that was being assessed. It is clear that from my feedback form that there is a lot of work needing to be done with ensuring that my slides on my PowerPoint are appropriate as they are only showing a result of ‘satisfactory’. However, it is evident that from my lectures observations it was evident that my slides were easy to read and to also understand as they came out with a score of ‘Good’ although I am aware that there is still a lot of room for improvement. 
From the visual aid section, I was also able to take that I demonstrated a ‘Good’ use of the equipment. This shows I was able to use PowerPoint to help me deliver my presentation and aim to get my views across. It is also clear that from the comment section that I may use my PowerPoint and my notes to often as it states that she observed me be reading off them throughout my presentation. From what I have read from my feedback form it may indicate that by reading from my PowerPoint and my notes that I show uncertainty and that I am not confident in my subject. 
From looking at feedback and looking at the aspects of where my lecture had to observe me it is clear that there is room for improvement that I can take and work on for future presentations. It is also clear that observations are effective for conducting parts of a presentation, however, it is also clear from the criteria that it provided that observations will not be successful for being able to answer all the criteria questions.  
Self and Peer assessment. 
Self and peer assessment work can be both formative assessment as well as summative assessment, as it can be ongoing progress where students can see if their comments are being considered or it can be a one-off assessment for students to provide their feelings on the work.  Self and peer assessment can be seen when students make a judgment and assess their own and their peers work. “Peer and self-assessment methods have strong theoretical underpinnings in the literature in supporting writing from adolescents through adults and across the curriculum.”(Nielsen, 2018) This shows that this type of assessment can be helpful for all age groups of students. Nielsen also went on to explain how when looking at both types of assessment the impact that it has had on writing achievement is seeming lacking, particularly for different learning levels. This indicates that this type of assessment may not always be successful as it is not always useful as not everyone is at the same level.  
However, this is not the case for all students as Andrade, 2019 explained "a lot of students in this study who actively engaged informative types of assessment such as self-assessment. They said that they believed that they were able to develop their own criteria responses as well as developing a checklist to be able to guide themselves through their assignments." This indicates that not everyone finds self-assessment a negative way of assessment as this journal article explains how these students feel it helps them to be able to do better in the future. from looking at this journal article it seems that these students were given advice and that they were able to take and be critical in their work to be able to know what they needed to do with future assessments. However, it seems if someone was not to provide an in-depth evaluation or is being biased while marking, then it is likely that the person could get a mark that they did not deserve and comments that are not going to be helpful to them for making improving in the future. Alziad, 2017 explained how “students may provide exaggerated perceptions, excessive, or underestimated perceptions in estimating the achievements of their peer." If this is the case could it be safer for students to allow teacher and lectures to provide comments on work to ensure that students always have an effective comment that is suited to them, otherwise it seems that peer assessment can provide unrealistic feedback when not done properly.
My personal experience with self and peer assessment in higher education has been positive and negative. As with some work I was able to identify the problems with my work and make the corrections, however, I have also had some feedback that has been not clear as I felt the person did not want to be offensive in their work. As a result of this, I was unable to be critical with my work and could not make a true judgment. Self-assessment in higher education is also difficult to do as there are not many chances for this to happen. However, I do proofread my work assignment work before submitting it and make changes where I feel they are needed. Although I do feel like I could do a lot more of a self-assessment with my work to be able to make more in-depth changes in future.
Although I have not done any peer assessment within my course, we are encouraged to work together as a group to be able to research the lessons and to feedback to the class, at the moment we do this in breakout rooms. I find this a good way of learning as I can develop an answer for all member of my group and see their point of view of what we are being asked to achieve. I also see this as a good learning point as people can give me feedback on what I have discovered and whether I may need to find out a bit more information to help the group develop our answer. 
Self- evaluation.
Self-evaluation is slightly different from self-assessment as self-assessment is finding out the issues that may occur within your work. However, with self-evaluation, the aim is to be able to take what you have discovered within the self-assessment and evaluate and be able to make and show improvements in future assignments.  
Self-evaluations can be really good for students as it helps with lifting their self-esteem. This is evident when Chang et al. 2011 explained in a journal article that “fundamental appraisals individuals make about their self-worth and capabilities.” This can be important for students with being able to go further in their studies, as if they do not have the confidence in themselves then there may be a lack of motivation within the students to complete work. Chang et al. 2011 also explain this by explaining that the effects that happen to your self-esteem may also affect your general self -efficacy and emotional stability.  This could then possibly result in student perception of their work will affect how they evaluate their work. An example of this could be if a student was to receive their work back and it was just mainly negative comments it is unlikely that that student will be able to take positives from in their work and feel proud of what they produced. Whereas if a student had a mixture of both positive and negative feedback, they will be able to focus on what they have done well but also how they could do better next time.  
Derr, 1987 explains that “it has been suggested that low Self-esteem are much more likely than high Self-esteems to become demotivated in the face of negative feedback.”  This shows indication that by a person receiving negative feedback it is possible that their motivation to complete work could be at a low. This then could lead to a problem with the students work whether students can complete their work or their mark at the end. Abrantes,2011 explains that “The motivated student has the inner strength to learn, to discover and capitalize on capabilities, to improve academic performance.” This explains that by ensuring students are motivated they can achieve in their learning.
Self-evaluation can be a good technique as long as the students are provided with feedback that they can use and build on. It seems that if students are provided with all negative comments, it can affect their motivation to get work done can be affected.  However, it is also clear that when given positive feedback students can take on board comments that are given to them and work on these to help with future assignments. 
From my personal experience in higher education, I find self-evaluation effective in a way of being able to reflect back on my work. I can see where I need to make changes and put these in place. Throughout my time on my higher education course, I have received positive feedback as well as suggestions on how I could improve my work.  I have been able to try and make these changes, however, it is clear that this sometimes cannot always be done as you can be told what to improve but maybe unsure on how to reach this improvement.       

Summative assessment. 
Summative assessment is also referred to as an assessment of learning and is used to be able to identify what students have learnt and what they know already. Broadbent, 2017 explains that to be able to make sure that summative assessment works effectively it is important that there is an element of formative assessment involved.  Without having an element of formative assessment included in your summative assessments it would be hard to be able to see if that student is ready for this type of assessment. This is evident when Kibble, 2017 states that “there is a continuum of summative to formative assessment depending on the primary intended purpose, although feedback to learners should be a common feature.” This shows that it is important to include both summative and formative assessment where appropriate as it can help provide the children and teachers with the feedback they need, and as Kibble explained it should be a common fetcher. 
As explained before self and peer assessments are also both formative and summative, as a result, it is evident that this is important as you can do the assessment once and use that to help you to make changes in their work. Whereas if it was formative it would be an ongoing assessment where you would be able to look back at your changes and see the improvement.  
Exams 
As previously stated summative assessment is a type of assessment that is not constant. one summative assessment type is exams as these usually take place at the end of a module or the learning term to see what the students have learned. Students may experience these often in life as in primary school up to year 9 children would experience something called national testing in wales and their final two years of school, the children will be open to taking their GCSE. In post 16 education the children are then given options to take A-levels or to go and do a vocational course as not everyone works best under exam pressure. 
Exams can be used on a higher education course as well, they may come at the end of each semester to ensure that the students on the course have been learning and taking in the information. However, if students are concentrating on their exam is it possible that they are just memorising what is in a textbook or are they actually taking in this information? 
From the research that was conducted by Anders et al, 2013 they state that “research suggests that examinations are more powerful drivers of student learning than instructional format.” This is indicating that the students that took part in this study feel like exams are a positive way of showing what they have learnt. They express their feelings by saying ‘examinations are more powerful driven by students’. This possibly indicates that the students feel it is a very important way of assessment, meaning that they take this very seriously and work a lot harder at this than they may with a little formative Kahoot quiz. If students feel more driven with this type of assessment does this mean that when they do other types of assessment they do not put as much effort in, resulting in the dater and feedback collected not being accurate? 
This is possibly the case as Daugherty et al,2018 explains that “An examination is considered reliable if the results it generates are consistent and reproducible.” It is possible that because exams are considered the most reliable in their results, this is why students put all their effort into them. However, it could also be important to look and see how students develop their knowledge and whether they are just taught to the textbook. 
Although it seems that some students chose exams as they find it easier this is not always the case. Putwain, 2008 explained that "For a small proportion of students exams become a serious obstacle to demonstrating academic achievement and also relate to myriad difficulties in other areas of their life, including relationships and mental health difficulties.” This indicates that exams are possibly not for everyone and as Putwain describes that some people have referred to exams as an ‘obstacle to demonstrating achievement’ it is possible that someone with a disability such as dyslexia could be someone who finds exams as an obstacle as a journal article written by Alsulami, 2019 explains that “individuals with dyslexia can also display problems with memory.” This could mean that exams can be an obstacle for someone with this disability as if someone struggles to retain information it is unlikely that they will be able to show their full potential in an exam. This could then be seen as an unfair way of gathering information as it is clear that not everyone can deal with the pressure of having to remember everything for an exam. 
Within my experience of higher education, I have not had to experience any exams as they are not included in my course. However, I have had some experience with exams in my secondary school when I had to take my GCSE exams. As a student who has Dyslexia, I am also one of those students that struggle to retain information and therefore also see exams as an obstacle. As a result of having negative feelings towards exams, it had a big influence on the decision of what course I decide to take in university. I did not want my grades to be affected by not being able to remember what needs for an exam. Although I can also see why people may choose to prefer exams as for students with good memories it can be an easy way to get good marks as well as and possibly less stressful as it is likely that they will not have as many written assignments to produce. 
Essay’s 
Essay writing is another type of summative assessment as it typically is expected at the end of a topic or a subject to see how much a student has learned, however it could also be considered formative if it is an ongoing piece of work however this does not seem to be common. Within higher education, you can come across courses that use essay writing and assignments as their main point of assessment on their own or alongside exams. As explained earlier some people can find exams difficult as they can retain information. By being given the chance to complete essays it may make it easier for people who have dyslexia, to show their knowledge in their work as it is unlikely they will have to memorise work like they would for an exam. A journal article written by Siegel, 2006 explained that they “believed that the problem in dyslexia was one of visual perception and visual memory.” Showing that exams could be putting a dyslexic person at a disadvantage. 
Although this is not always the case for all students who have dyslexia Connelly et al. 2020 explains that “students with dyslexia made a higher number of spelling errors and their essays were rated as poorer than TD students.” It is clear that from this statement that not all students would feel comfortable with completing essays, as some students feel like their mark can be held due to their spelling. This could mean that these students might prefer to complete exams if it meant that they were not going to be marked down on the thing they struggle with the most. 
Although some students have said that they do not feel like they benefit from writing essays due to spelling errors, there are services in place to help students who struggle in this area.  By having access to these services, the students will be able to get the support they need to help them with completing their work to a higher level. Introducing students to different technology or having them to meet with student services for someone to proofread their work to check for spelling errors. Austin et al. 2017 explained in a journal article that one of the most common types of strategy to help with assisting issues with speeling and essay righting is technological assistance. This could be using your computer to help search for the spelling of words and also help with proofreading. Austin et al 2017 also go on to explain that the intervention that is used can have a positive outcome on spelling showing an increase in the percentage of words spelt correctly in written compositions.
This is possibly an indication that some students may not be aware of the resources they have access to, as students that took part in the study Austin yet al 2017 research showed improvement in their spelling with intervention. It is possible that the students that decided they were against exams as a positive assessment type, may possibly decide to change their mind knowing that there is support out there to help with what they find difficult. However, it is also possible that from having a previous bad experience with essay writing it is also possible that that may be a fear or anxiety around failing with this type of assessment and would possibly still prefer exams. 
[image: ]From my personal experience with essay writing in higher education, I have received a lot of feedback that I have been able to use in future assignments. Looking back at my first assignment of university I am able to see what my essay writing skills were like at the start.

These comments were taken from a study skills module at the beginning of year one. It is evident from this comment that I made a good attempt at meeting the criteria, however, it states that I need to work at looking at the literature to help support my answers. I have learned throughout my three years in university how important this is as without evidence in your work there is no way of knowing if what you are saying is true. 
I can also see that I was using the first person in this essay when I was not supposed to, meaning my make would drop. I was able to take this advice on board and ensure that I avoided this in future assessments. 
[image: ]Without these comments, I would have been unable to make improvements in my essays and not be able to get the most of out this type of summative assessment. This could have been a big issue for me with my course as there is no other type of summative assessment meaning that I could have possibly struggled to complete assignments. 
From assessing an essay I am able to see from my feedback that I understood the task at hand however it is also clear that there were improvements that could be made. By being getting this feedback I was able to see where and how I can make my improvements.  On the right is another example of a part of the feedback that I have been given in a recent piece of work. It is evident that I still need to make sure I proofread my work to ensure that I try and avoid repeating myself. 




Conclusion.
Overall it is clear that to be able to know how someone is progressing in their studies they need to undertake a type of assessment, for their educator to be able to identify that they have learned something. It is also clear that when conducting a summative assessment there can sometimes be evidence formative assessment, as sometimes you need ongoing assessment to make sure students are ready for a summative assessment. An example of this could be Kahoot quizzes done in lessons to see what the students know and then an essay at the of the module. 
Observations can be seen within the further education environment as students have to undertake presentations. It is evident for these presentations to work effectively the student needs to be observed to be able to pass some of the criteria. However, when looking at observation as a formative and summative assessment it seems some criteria can not be assessed just in observation form. Although can be assessed like an essay as the information that is included within the slides, is important.
It is also clear that students may be observed within a setting related to their course such as a school. It is clear that observations are important to ensure that students can show and say what they have to do regarding their module. 
It is also clear that when it comes to self and peer-assessment can be considered as a strong way of assessment. It is clear that some students liked self-assessment as they were able to assess where able to be critical in their work. It is also clear that students seem to work well with peer assessment as long as their peers gave them good feedback. If the feedback from their peers was basic it was evident that students felt they were unsure how to better their work. 
As well as this it is also clear that self-evaluation can also be used effectively and can boost students self-esteem depending on the marks that have been left. It was clear that if the students were left with all negative comments it can un-motivate them however it was also clear that when providing the students with positives and improvements can encourage students to further themselves. 
When we looked at exams it was clear that students believed that this was an easier way to show their knowledge. Although it was also clear that exams do not suit all students and not all students would be able to show their full potential in an exam but possibly in another way of assessment such as an essay. However, when we looked at essays as a type of assessment, it was clear that the students that like exams as a way of assessment did not like completing essays. As a result, it seems that students seem to prefer one type of summative assessment, this could be because they both seem to apply a certain amount of pressure to students. However, when it comes to formative assessment students seem to be more relaxed and when taken place properly seem to be able to get an understanding of what they know properly. 
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In Iceland they think it is really important for clldren to play outside. The governmend‘have Y
produced legislations which explain how goodEutdour play is for children and how it helps the

learning and developmemi. The government decided to make outdoor learning a big part of the s
current curriculum; this is because it is thought that by children playing outdoors it helps them to
think about the world around them. The children are also encouraged to lead a healthy lifestyle as @
there is more space for them to run around and do some exercise (Noroadahl and Johannesson,

2014).

In Iceland children between the ages of one to six have outdoor play every day as part of their
learning. It is also believed that children between the ages of six to sixteen should also be getting the
same amount of learning outdoors but instead they only have the opportunity during their playtimes
when they get play with their friends. Outdoor learning can be different in many ways, for example,
not every teacher will do the same activities in the same way. It may also be different as not all
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A good attempt Sarah, your answers
in 2b were detailed but support with
literature in order to develop your
point further. Several interesting
comment made on the journal
article but avoid using 1st person in
your work and concentrate more on
paragraph structure.
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Needs of analysis. 1

acknowledged this in some areas

Within the area of Swansea, there seems to be a growing number of issues revolving around B

. . L R R Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
unemployment in adults and children living in poverty and the effects these can bring to lives. In Y (15/25)
wales since the covid-19 outbreak, it seemgphat there has been an inﬂof unemployment within In general you have interpreted the
wales. The BBC has reported in 2020 that “Wales' unemployment rati significantly between data you have presented reasonably

well, you have chosen a number of
sources to support your points. The

June and August to 3.8%, compared with 4.5% for the whole of the UK, according to the latest

figures."(BBC}Z was reported in the Wales online states that from July 2019 to [6) work does flow in a reasonably
June 2020 Swansea has seen a rise to 5000 which bring Swansea up 4.5% of Swansea are — logical fashion, however, some

. R L sections do repeat themselves
unemployed According to the 20 oo wiimidis reported that 3.9% of the population in Swansea please ensure you proof read your
Citation Needed 1 Improper Citation . " .
were unel ting that ey a rise since the Census was completed in Zb work carefully to avoid this in future.

Your choice of a cooking project

Swansea is made up of many areas, and they all have their positives but also problems. However, was slightly surprising given that
blem th: b ki i inthe S is high levels of | much of your needs analysis
one problem that seems to be making an issue in the Swansea area is high levels of unemployment focussed on unemployment and
or child poverty. It seems to be that some areas of Swansea are considered to be more deprived and poverty. However, you developed the
have less employment than others. For example, when looking on data from UK loc3 e project reasonably well and used
N i 'mproper Citat evidence you had developed to
postal code from the Townhill area brought up an employment rate of only 1%, this

justify it.
area had employment better than only 1% of w: Within the same area when looking at the

income rate it came out with a score of 0%. Thi s an indication that the families living in this
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